


Topic 25-Uighur Muslims 

• 43 countries have signed a declaration, calling on China to ensure full 

respect for the rule of law for the Muslim Uighur community in Xinjiang.  

About 

• The Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic group 

originating from and culturally affiliated with 

the general region of Central and East Asia. 

 

• The Uyghurs are recognized as native to the 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in 

Northwest China.  

 



 They are one of China's 55 officially recognized ethnic minorities.  

 

 China recognizes the community only as a regional minority and rejects that 

they are an indigenous group. 

 

 The Uighurs speak their own language, similar to Turkish. 

 

 Sharing borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and 

Afghanistan. 





Topic 26- Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

• Tensions between Ukraine and Russia, both former 

Soviet states, escalated in late 2013 over a landmark 

political and trade deal with the European Union 

 

• March 2014 - Russia annexed Crimea, an 

autonomous peninsula in southern Ukraine with 

strong Russian loyalties 



Euromaidan Movement 

 Euromaidan (European Square) was a wave of demonstrations and civil unrest 

in Ukraine. 

 It began in November 2013 with public protests in Maidan Nezalezhnosti 

("Independence Square") in Kyiv, Ukraine. 

Separatist Movement 

 The Donbass region (the Donetsk and Luhansk regions) of eastern Ukraine has 

been facing a pro-Russian separatist movement since 2014. 



Minsk Agreements 

 Minsk I: Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 12-point 

ceasefire deal in the capital of Belarus in September 2014. 

 Minsk II: In 2015, an open conflict was averted after the ‘Minsk II’ peace 

agreement was signed, under the mediation of France and Germany. 

 It was signed by Representatives of Russia, Ukraine, the Organisation for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the leaders of two pro-Russian 

separatist regions. 

Current Situation 

 Russia is seeking assurances from the US that Ukraine will not be inducted into 

NATO. 



Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

 World's largest regional security-oriented intergovernmental organization 

with observer status at the United Nations. 

 The OSCE is concerned with early warning, conflict prevention, crisis 

management, and post-conflict rehabilitation. 

 Most of its 57 participating countries are in Europe, but there are a few 

members present in Asia and North America.  



Topic 27- G20’s Troika 

 

 India recently joined the G20 Troika.  

 The G20 Troika is made of Indonesia, India and Italy. 

Troika  

 Troika means a group of three people working together. 

 The Troika of G20 is made of the current, next and immediate past host 

countries.  

 The Troika ensures continuity and provides presidency support. 

 Italy hosted the G20 summit during October 30-31, 2021. 

 Indonesia took over the G20 presidency on December 01, 2021. 

 India will assume G20 Presidency in December 2022 from Indonesia and will 

convene the G20 Leaders’ Summit for the first time in 2023. 
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Topic 28- Barbados 

 

 Barbados has officially removed Queen 

Elizabeth II as its head of state and become the 

world's newest republic. 

 Dame Sandra Prunella Mason, took over as the 

President of Barbados. 

 Mason was selected to become the first 

president of Barbados in October 2021. 

 Barbados, however, will continue to be one of 

the 54 Commonwealth nations. 



About 

 

•Small island country in the south-eastern Caribbean Sea.  

•Capital: Bridgetown 

•Mia Amor Mottley is the current Prime Minister of Barbados. 

 

• Barbados is part of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) which was formed in 1973. 

 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 

 

•The Caribbean Community is an intergovernmental organisation of 15 member 

states throughout the Caribbean. 

 

•Primary objective- to promote economic integration and cooperation among its 

members. 
 



Topic 29- The Sydney Dialogue 

 

 The Prime Minister of India delivered a keynote address at The Sydney Dialogue. 

About 

 The dialogue is an initiative of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute that will bring 

together the political, business, and government leaders on a single platform. 

 

 The leaders, at the Sydney Dialogue, will debate, generate new ideas. 

 

 Will work towards the common understandings of the opportunities and challenges 

that are posed by the emerging and critical technologies. 



Highlights of the Address 

 

 The international order should 

ensure cryptocurrencies do not 

end up in the wrong hands. 

 

 Highlighted the leaps in India’s 
digital revolution. 



Topic 30- Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

 The 7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

(IONS) was hosted by the French Navy at La Reunion. 

 

 The inaugural edition of IONS was held in Feb 2008 at 

New Delhi, with the Indian Navy as the Chair for two 

years.  

 

 The IONS Chair is presently held in France. 



About 

 It is a voluntary and inclusive initiative that brings together navies of Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) littoral states. 

 

 To increase maritime co-operation and enhance regional security. 

 

 It also serves to develop an effective response mechanism and humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief (HADR) against natural disasters. 

 

 IONS include 24 member nations that touch or lie within the IOR, and 8 

observer nations. 



Four sub-regions of IONS  

 South Asian Littorals: Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri 

Lanka and United Kingdom (British Indian Ocean Territory) 

 West Asian Littorals: Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates 

 East African Littorals: France (Reunion), Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, South 

Africa, and Tanzania. 

 South East Asian and Australian Littorals: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

 IORA is an international organisation comprising of 23 states surrounding the 

Indian Ocean.  

 The Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is at Ebene, Mauritius. 



Topic 31- PNS Tughril 

 

 China handed over the first Type 054A/P frigate (warship) to Pakistan.  

 It is named the PNS Tughril. 

Features  

 Enormous surface-to-surface, surface-to-air and underwater firepower, besides 

extensive surveillance potentials. 

 World-class stealth capability and can easily dodge any radar. 

 Fitted with a state-of-the-art Battle Management System (BMS). 

 China also partners with the Pakistan Air Force to build JF-17 Thunder fighter 

aircraft. 



Topic 32- Mission Sagar 

  

 Under Mission SAGAR, Indian Naval Ship Kesari entered Port of Maputo, 

Mozambique on 25 December 2021 to deliver 500 tonnes of food aid to support the 

efforts of Government of Mozambique to cope with ongoing drought and 

concurrent challenges of pandemic. 

 

 This is the eighth such deployment in consonance with the Prime Minister’s vision of 

Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). 



About 

 Launched on May 10, 2020, Mission SAGAR is India’s initiative to deliver COVID-19 related assistance 

to the countries in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 The countries included were Maldives, Mauritius, Madagascar, Comoros and Seychelles. 

 Mission SAGAR is in line with India’s role as the first responder in the region. 

 In November 2020, as part of Mission Sagar-II, INS Airavat delivered food aid to Sudan, South Sudan, 

Djibouti and Eritrea. 

 Mission Sagar-III is part of India’s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) assistance to 

friendly foreign countries during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 



Vision ‘SAGAR’ 

 Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) was launched in 2015.  

 It is India’s strategic vision for the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
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