


Topic 48- BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement 

  

 India, Bangladesh, and Nepal finalised an Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) for implementing the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) Motor 

Vehicles Agreement (MVA) that is aimed at boosting regional trade and 

connectivity. 

Origin 

 The original BBIN MVA was signed by all four countries in June 2015. 

 After objections in Bhutan over sustainability and environmental concerns, 

the Bhutanese parliament decided not to endorse the plan. 

 Asian Development Bank (ADB) provided technical and knowledge support 

to the meeting. 
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Topic 49- SWIFT Messaging System 

  

 The US and the European Commission have excluded several Russian banks 

from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication 

(SWIFT) messaging system to counter Russia’s war over Ukraine. 

About 

 Formally known as the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication (SWIFT). 

 It is an international network for banks worldwide to facilitate smooth money 

transactions globally. 

 It is basically a messaging network used by banks and financial institutions 

globally for quick and faultless exchange of information pertaining to financial 

transactions. 



 It doesn’t settle any money itself but provides instruction messages for 

just how to give and receive specific funds. 

 The Belgium-headquartered SWIFT connects more than 11,000 banking 

and securities organization in over 200 countries and territories. 



Topic 50- Permanent Indus Commission Meeting 

  

 The 117th meeting of India and Pakistan's Permanent Indus 

Commission (PIC) was held. 

About 

 It is a bilateral commission of officials from India and Pakistan 

 It was created to implement and manage the goals of the Indus Waters 

Treaty, of 1960. 

 The Commission, according to the treaty, shall meet regularly at least 

once a year, alternately in India and Pakistan. 





Topic 51- Montreux Convention 

 Turkey is set to activate the Montreux Convention in response to Russia's War 

over Ukraine. 

About 

 The 1936 Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the Straits, is often 

referred to as the Montreux Convention. 

 Under this convention, Turkey has control over both the Bosporus and 

Dardanelles straits. 

 It regulates maritime traffic through the Black Sea. 

 It guarantees "complete freedom" of passage for all civilian vessels during 

peacetime. 

 It permits Turkey to restrict the passage of navies not belonging to Black Sea 

states. 



The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits  

 The straits, also known as the Turkish Straits or the Black Sea Straits, 

connect the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea via the Sea of Marmara.  

 The Bosphorus connects the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara. 

The Dardanelles connects the Aegean Sea with the Sea of Marmara 



                           Topic 52- Fifth BIMSTEC Summit 

 

•The 5th BIMSTEC Summit was held on 30th March 2022 in 

Sri Lanka in a hybrid mode. 

 

The signing of the BIMSTEC Charter was the main outcome of this 

summit. 

 

•Under this Charter, the members were expected to meet once every 

two years. 

•With the Charter, the BIMSTEC now has an international personality.  

•It has an emblem, it has a flag. 

•It has a formally listed purpose and principles that it is going to 

adhere to. 
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Topic 53- BRICS Media Forum 

• Leading media groups from the five BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, 

India,China and South Africa) have put together a three-month long 

training programme for journalists. The programme was an initiative of 

the BRICS Media Forum. 

 

• About: 

 

• Established in 2015 by media organisations from the five countries, 

including The Hindu, Brazil’s CMA Group, Russia’s Sputnik, China’s 
Xinhua and South Africa’s Independent Media. 

• The Forum was conceived and developed so that it can function as an 

independent initiative and set of practical activities undertaken within 

the broad framework of BRICS cooperation  



Significance: 

 It together represents about: 

 42% of the population. 

 23% of GDP. 

 30% of the territory. 

 18% of the global trade. 

 The federation has had a relatively fruitful voyage. It aimed to be a link 

between the Global North and the Global South. 

Key Initiatives: 

 The leaders signed the Agreement creating the New Development 

Bank during the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (Brazil) in 2014. (NDB 

headquarters - Shanghai, China). 

 They also signed the BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement, which 

would offer members with short-term liquidity support 



Topic 54- The Bucharest Nine 

  

 The Russian aggression in Ukraine has put 

back the focus on Bucharest Nine. 

About  

 Bucharest Nine is a group of eastern 

European nations that joined NATO after the 

end of the Cold War.  

 It is abbreviated as B9 and named after the 

capital of Romania where it was founded in 

2015. 



Founders  

 Romanian President Klaus Iohannis and Polish President Andrzej Duda were 

the initiators. 

Function 

 Provide a platform for deepening the dialogue and consultation among the 

participant allied states of NATO. 

Membership 

 Hungary, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the Baltic republics of 

Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are members apart from Poland and Romania. 

 The member countries were earlier closely associated with the Soviet Union. 




