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Why the Governor office ? 

• According to B.R Ambedkar, the position of 
Governor in the states is exactly the same as that 
of the President at the centre.  

 

• He held that both are the constitutional Heads and 
both are the ‘offices of Dignity’. 
 

• The difference in the constitutional position of 
Governor from that of the President is based on 
the idea that Governor’s office was envisaged to 
act as the ‘linchpin’ of Indian cooperative 
federalism by acting act as a connecting link 
between Union & the states.  

 

 



Why the Governor office ? 

• Vallabhai Patel, in the constituent Assembly 
debates, argued that Governor is 
envisioned to act in his discretion in a few 
matters which were either widely accepted 
or necessary in an emergency.  

 

• Thus, the office of Governor, with the 
capacity of discretionary power, was 
envisaged to be more than just a nominal 
Head. 

 

 









Hence,  

• The term of governor's office is 5 years but it 
can be terminated earlier by: 

 

• Dismissal by the president on the advice of 
the council of minister headed by the prime 
minister of the country. 

 

• Dismissal of governors without a valid 
reason is not permitted. But can be 
dismissed for acts are upheld as 
unconstitutional and malafide. 

 

• Resignation by the governor. 

 





 



A governor 
must 

 

• Be a citizen of India. 

• Be at least 35 years of age. 

• Not be a member of the either house of 
the parliament or house of the state 
legislature. 

• Not hold any office of profit. 

 



 



 



Is Governor office necessary or Colonial hangover 

• Government of India Act 1935 were “by the Raj, of the Raj and for 
the Raj 

 

• The constituent assembly wanted elected governors, would have 
created clash with CMs 

 

• Many times terms like agent of the Centre, Puppet and rubber 
stamps are used to describe a governor of the state. 

 

 

 



Reforms required in the office 

• According to ARC, a person to be appointed as a Governor should be 
one who has had a long experience in public life and administration so 
that he can rise above the party prejudices. 

 

• Raja Mannar Committee (set up by Tamil Nadu Government) has 
suggested that the provision should be made to make the consultation 
with the chief Minister, before appointing a Governor, mandatory. 

 

• The Sarkaria Commission recommended that the Governor’s tenure of 
office of five years in a state shouldn’t be disturbed except very rarely 
and that too for some extremely compelling reasons.  

 

 



Reforms required in the office 

 

• Punchhi  Commission has suggested that Governor can be given an 
opportunity to be heard before his removal.  

 

• According to Punchhi Commission, the provision of appointment of Governor 
based on whims & fancies of the central government is not in keeping with the 
spirit of the constitution. 

  

• Punchhi Commission called for giving a fixed term of five years to the 
governors and their removal by the process of impeachment by the State 
Legislature. 

  

• Venkatachalliah commission recommended that the Governor should be 
appointed by a committee comprising the Prime Minister, Home Minister, 
Speaker of Lok Sabha and the Chief Minister of the state concerned. 

 



• However, despite these controversies, the office of Governor 
still assumes a vital importance having multifaceted role.  

• According to the Supreme Court, in Hargovind Vs Raghukul 
Tilak Case (1979),  

• the office of Governor is an independent constitutional office of 
dignity, which is not subject to the control of the Union 
government.  

• According to Punchhi Commission, the importance of Governor 
hasn’t declined, rather it has increased because there has been 
growth in internal security threats like communal violence.  

• Thus, in order to maintain the dignity and relevance of the 
governor’s office, the Governor should use his discretionary 
powers not as ‘representative of a party’, but, according to 
Ambedkar, as ‘representative of the people as a whole of the 
state’. 
 



Way Forward 

• Governor must act judiciously, impartially and efficiently 

 

• An agreed 'Code of Conduct’ can be implemented 

 

• Procedure for appointment of governors should be clearly laid down 

 

• Discretionary powers by the Governors should be used following the 
spirit of the constitution 




