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551. With regard to the recently held India-Central Asia Dialogue, 

consider the following statements 

1. In 2021, it is a 3rd ministerial-level dialogue between India 

and the Central Asian countries 

2. It comprises of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 

3. India  virtually hosted the 2nd meeting of the India-Central 

Asia Dialogue in 2020 



Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: d 

 

• Recently, the 3rd meeting of the India-Central Asia Dialogue was 

held in New Delhi.  

• It is a ministerial-level dialogue between India and the Central Asian 

countries namely Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Uzbekistan.  

• India virtually hosted the second meeting of the India-Central Asia 

Dialogue in 2020. 



552. The Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow water body between  

a) Andaman & Nicobar (India) and Myanmar 

b) India and Sri-Lanka 

c) Gujarat (India) and Pakistan 

d) Sundarban (India) and Bangladesh 



B 

• Recently, as many as 43 fishermen from Tamil Nadu were 

arrested and six boats seized by Sri Lankan Naval personnel. 

• A total of 284 Indian fishermen were arrested by Sri Lanka in 

2019 (210) and 2020 (74). 

• Both Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen have been fishing into the 

Palk Bay area for centuries.  

• Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow water body between the 

southeast coast of India and Sri Lanka. 



• In 1976, through an exchange of 

letters, both India and Sri Lanka 

agreed to stop fishing in each other’s 

waters. 

• The main problem with Indian 

fishermen is that a large number of 

them are dependent on fishing in Sri 

Lankan waters, which is prohibited by 

the 1976 Maritime Boundary 

Agreement. 



553. Consider the following statements with regard to the Humanitarian 

Trust Fund which is in news recently 

1. The fund will be set up under the Islamic Development Bank of 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

2. Its aim is to channel aid to Ukraine in coordination with other groups 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 



A 

• Recently a meeting of foreign ministers from the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) agreed to establish a humanitarian trust 

fund to address the growing economic crisis in Afghanistan which 

has left millions facing hunger over the winter. 

• Humanitarian Trust Fund: The fund will be set up under the Islamic 

Development Bank to channel aid to Afghanistan in coordination 

with other groups. 



• The United Nations (UN) has also set up a special trust fund to 

provide urgently-needed cash directly to Afghans through a system 

that taps into donor funds frozen since the Taliban takeover in 

August, 2021. 



554. Consider the following statements with regard to the 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

1. It is the second largest intergovernmental organization after 

the United Nations 

2. It headquartered in  Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

3. India is a member of the OIC 

Select the INCORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 1 and 2 

c) 3 Only d) 1, 2 and 3 



C 

• The OIC is the second largest intergovernmental organization after 

the United Nations with a membership of 57 states. 

• It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to 

safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit 

of promoting international peace and harmony among various 

people of the world. 

• It was established upon a decision of the historical summit which 

took place in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco on the 25th of September 1969. 

• Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 



555. Recently, Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari has reached the Port of 

Maputo to help which of the following countries to cope with 

ongoing drought and concurrent challenges of pandemic? 

a) Maldives 

b) Madagascar 

c) Mozambique 

d) Seychelles 



C 

• Recently, Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari has reached the Port of 

Maputo, Mozambique to deliver 500 tonnes of food aid to support 

the efforts of Government of Mozambique to cope with ongoing 

drought and concurrent challenges of pandemic.  

• This is the eighth such deployment in consonance with the Prime 

Minister’s vision of Security And Growth for All in the Region 

(SAGAR) and is being conducted in close coordination with the Ministry 

of External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India. 



• Launched in May 2020, 

‘Mission Sagar’ was India’s 

initiative to deliver Covid-19 

related assistance to the 

countries in the Indian 

Ocean Littoral states. The 

countries included were 

Maldives, Mauritius, 

Madagascar, Comoros and 

Seychelles. 



556. Consider the following statements with regard to the 

Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm 

1. It was built by British during World War-II 

2.  It is located in China Bay 

3. The deal to jointly develop the Trincomalee oil tank farms is 

envisaged between India and Sri-Lanka 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 d) 1, 2 and 3 



D 

• India and Sri Lanka are going to sign the long pending deal to 

jointly develop the Trincomalee oil tank farms. 

• The oil tank farm was built by the British during World War II as a 

refuelling station. 

• It is located in ‘China Bay’ in close proximity to the internationally 

coveted deep water natural harbour of Trincomalee.  



• The proposal of this joint development was envisaged 35 years 

ago, in the Indo-Lanka Accord 1987.  

• It comprises 99 storage tanks, with a capacity of 12,000 kilolitres 

each, spread across Lower Tank farm and Upper Tank Farm. 



557. The Cerrado, also known as ‘upside-down-forest’ is located in: 

a) Brazil 

b) Republic of Congo 

c) Nigeria 

d) Saudi Arabia 



A 

• According to recent study, 

deforestation in 2021 rose to the 

highest level since 2015 in 

Brazil’s Cerrado, prompting 

scientists to raise alarm over the 

state of the world’s most species-

rich savanna. 



• The Cerrado is spread across several states of Brazil and is one 

of the world’s largest savannas, is often called an “upside-down 

forest” because of the deep roots its plants sink into the ground to 

survive seasonal droughts and fires. 

• Cerrado is a major carbon sink that helps to stave off climate 

change. 



558. Consider the following statements with regard to the US Sea 

Dragon 22 Exercise 

1. It s a US-led multi-national exercise designed to practice and 

discuss Anti-submarine warfare tactics 

2. India also participated in the exercise 

Select the CORRECTLY matched pairs using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



C 

• Recently, the US Sea Dragon 22 exercise held along with the navies of 

India, Australia, Canada, Japan and South Korea in the Pacific Ocean. 

• India, Japan, Australia and the US are also part of the Quadrilateral 

Security Dialogue (Quad), and also participate in the Malabar exercise. 

• Sea Dragon is a US-led multi-national exercise designed to practice 

and discuss Anti-submarine warfare tactics to operate together in 

response to traditional and non-traditional maritime security 

challenges in the Indo-Pacific region. 



559. With regard to the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

(CSTO), consider the following statements 

1. It is an intergovernmental military alliance that was signed in 1992 

2. It is formed after the collapse of USSR 

3. The headquarters is located in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



A 

• Recently, Kazakhstan’s President called on the Collective Security 

Treaty Organisation (CSTO) to help manage ongoing protests in the 

country.  

• It is an intergovernmental military alliance that was signed on 15th  

May 1992. 

• In 1992, six post-Soviet states belonging to the Commonwealth of 

Independent States—Russia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan—signed the Collective Security Treaty. 



• This is also referred to as the “Tashkent Pact” or “Tashkent Treaty”. 

• The headquarters is located in the Russian capital of Moscow. 

• Current members are Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

the Russian Federation and Tajikistan. 



560. Recently, ‘Gateway to Hell’ was in news. It is located in:  

a) North Korea 

b) Mongolia 

c) Turkmenistan 

d) Bulgaria 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, Turkmenistan has decided to find a way to extinguish a 

fire in a huge natural gas (Mixture of methane, carbon dioxide, 

nitrogen, hydrogen sulphide and helium) the Darvaza gas crater 

also known as the ‘Gateway to Hell’. 

• Turkmenistan has been at the centre of methane leakages. Out of 

the 50 most severe methane gas leakages onshore oil and gas 

operations in 2019, 31 were in Turkmenistan.  



• The details of the origin are not actually known but it has been said 

that the crater was created in 1971 during a Soviet drilling 

operation. 

• Soviet geologists were drilling for oil in the Karakum desert when 

they hit a pocket of   natural gas by mistake, which caused the 

earth to collapse and ended up forming three huge sinkholes. 
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