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Vision  

The Election Commission of India strives to be an Institution of 

Excellence by enhancing active engagement, participation; and deepening 

and strengthening electoral democracy in India and globally.  

 

Mission  

The Election Commission of India maintains independence, integrity and 

autonomy; ensures accessibility, inclusiveness, and ethical participation of 

stakeholders; and, adopts highest standards of professionalism for 

delivering free, fair, and transparent elections to strengthen the trust in 

electoral democracy and governance.  



The Election Commission is a permanent and an independent 
body established by the Constitution of India directly to ensure 
free and fair elections in the country.  
 
Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of 
superintendence, direction and control of elections to parliament, 
state legislatures, the office of president of India and the office of 
vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission.  
 
The election commission is not concerned with the elections to 
panchayats and municipalities in the states. For this, the 
Constitution of India provides for a separate State Election 
Commission  
 



COMPOSITION  
 

Article 324 of the Constitution has made the following provisions with 

regard to the composition of election commission:  

 

• The Election Commission shall consist of the chief election 

commissioner and such number of other election commissioners, if 

any, as the president may from time to time fix.  

 

• The appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election 

commissioners shall be made by the president.  



COMPOSITION  

 
• When any other election commissioner is so appointed, the chief 

election commissioner shall act as the chairman of the election 

commission.  

 

• The president may also appoint after consultation with the election 

commission such regional commissioners as he may consider necessary 

to assist the election commission.  

 

• The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election 

commissioners and the regional commissioners shall be determined by 

the president  



The chief election commissioner and the two other election 

commissioners have equal powers and receive equal salary, 

allowances and other perquisites, which are similar to those of a 

judge of the Supreme Court. 

 

 In case of difference of opinion amongst the Chief Election 

Commissioner and/or two other election commissioners, the matter 

is decided by the Commission by majority.  

 

 

They hold office for a term of six years or until they attain the age 

of 65 years, whichever is earlier. They can resign at any time or can 

also be removed before the expiry of their term.  

 



INDEPENDENCE  

Article 324 of the Constitution has made the following provisions to safeguard and 

ensure the independent and impartial functioning of the Election Commission:  

 

• The chief election commissioner is provided with the security of tenure.  

He cannot be removed from his office except in same manner and on the 

same grounds as a judge of the Supreme Court.  

In other words, he can be removed by the president on the basis of a 

resolution passed to that effect by both the Houses of Parliament with 

special majority, either on the ground of proved misbehaviour or 

incapacity.  

Thus, he does not hold his office till the pleasure of the 

president, though he is appointed by him.  



• The service conditions of the chief election commissioner cannot be 

varied to his disadvantage after his appointment.  

 

• Any other election commissioner or a regional commissioner cannot be 

removed from office except on the recommendation of the chief election 

commissioner.  



Though the constitution has sought to safeguard and ensure the 

independence and impartiality of the Election Commission, some flaws can 

be noted, viz.,  

 

1.The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, 

administrative or judicial) of the members of the Election Commission.  

 

2.The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election 

Commission.  

 

3.The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from 

any further appointment by the government.  



Ques 1: Consider the following statements: 

1.Originally the commission had only one election commissioner 

but was made a multi-member body through the 42nd amendment 

act. 

2.The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed by the 

President of India. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



Ques 2. Which of the following are not the functions of the 

election commission 

1) Conduct of election for the post of the speaker and the deputy 

speaker, Lok sabha and the deputy chairman, Rajya sabha 

2) Conduct of elections to the state legislative assemblies  

3) Deciding on all doubts and disputes arising out of elections 

Ans: 

a) 1 and 2  

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3  

d) 2 
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