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17th January 



Q1. Which of the following can be seen in the architecture of 

'Mahabalipuram'?  

1. Descent of the Ganga 

2. Story of Bhagiratha's penance to bring down the Ganga  

3. Image of Varaha Avatar of Vishnu, as he rescues Goddess Earth 

  

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• The monuments at Mahabalipuram include the following: Descent of 

the Ganges or Bhagiratha’s Penance. This is a giant open-air bas 

relief. It depicts Bhagiratha bringing down the Ganges to earth. It is 

world’s largest open air bass relief. Varaha Cave Temple or the 

Adivaraha Cave Temple is a rock-cut cave temple located at 

Mahabalipuram. This rock cut temple dates back to 7th century and 

is considered to be one of the finest testimonial to the ancient 

Vishwakarma Sthapathis. The most prominent sculpture in the cave 

is that of Lord Vishnu in the incarnated form of a Varaha or boar 

lifting Bhudevi, the mother earth goddess from the sea.  



Q2. Which of the following are the goals of ‘Green India Mission’?  
1. To increase the forest/tree cover and improve the quality of forest/tree 

cover.  

2. To enhance the ecosystem services like carbon sequestration.  

3. To increase forest-based livelihood income for about 3 million 

households.  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

 (a) 1 and 2 only  

 (b) 3 only  

 (c) 2 and 3 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• The National Mission for Green India (GIM) is one of the eight 

Missions outlined under the National Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC). It aims at protecting; restoring and enhancing India’s 
diminishing forest cover and responding to climate change by a 

combination of adaptation and mitigation measures. Mission Goals To 

increase forest/tree cover to the extent of 5 million hectares (mha) and 

improve quality of forest/tree cover on another 5 mha of forest/non-

forest lands.  

• To improve/enhance eco-system services like carbon sequestration 

and storage (in forests and other ecosystems), hydrological services 

and biodiversity; along with provisioning services like fuel, fodder, and 

timber and non-timber forest produces (NTFPs).  

• To increase forest based livelihood income of about 3 million 

households 



Q3. Consider the following statements about ‘National Commission for 
Backward Classes (NCBC)’: 
1. National Commission for Backward Classes is a constitutional body 

under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.  

2. The commission is mandated for inclusions and exclusions of 

communities as backward classes.  

3. The Chairman and members of NCBC are appointed by the President. 

 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• National Commission for Backward Classes is a Constitutional body set 

up through the 123rd constitutional amendment bill 2018 and 102nd 

amendment act under the provisions of Article 338B of Indian 

Constitution. The commission consists of one chairman and five 

Members with the term of three years.  

• It comes under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.  

• The National Commission for Backward Classes is vested with the 

responsibility of notified as backward for the purpose of job 

reservations. The commission tenders the needful considering 

inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of communities’ advice to the 
Central Government on the issues related to the backward classes and 

the commission has the powers of a civil court.  

• The Chairman and members of NCBC are appointed by the President. 



Q5. With reference to the different types of 'Alluvial Soil', consider the 

following statements: 

1. Bhangar is the old alluvium deposited away from the flood plains.  

2. Khadar is the new alluvium which enriches the soil by depositing fine 

silts.  

3. Khadar contains calcareous concretions but Bhangar is devoid of that. 

  

Which of the statements given above are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans a 

• The Bhangar is the older alluvium along the river beds forming 

terraces higher than the flood plain (about 30 meter’s above the flood 
level). 

• The Khadar is composed of newer alluvium and forms the flood 

plains along the river banks, mainly composed of silt.  

• Bhangar is full of kankars and calcareous structure 



Q6. With respect to 'North Eastern Council (NEC)', consider the following 

statements:  

1. It is a statutory body.  

2. Minister of Development of North Eastern Region (NER) holds the 

chairmanship of NEC.  

3. It functions as a regional planning body for NER.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 3 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans c 

• North Eastern Council is a statutory, advisory body established in 

1972 via the North Eastern Council Act, 1971 for three key objectives 

viz. balanced development of the North Eastern Region; effecting 

better inter-state coordination; and maintaining security and public 

order in the region. 

•  Minister of Home Affairs holds the chairmanship of NEC.  

• The amended NEC Act provides that NEC will function as the 

Regional Planning Body for the North East and will formulate specific 

projects and schemes, which will benefit two or more States. NEC was 

instrumental in the preparation of North Eastern Region Vision 2020, 

which provides the road-map, outlines the goals, identifies the 

challenges and suggests implementation strategies for various sectors 

for peace, prosperity and development of the North Eastern Region.  
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Q7. With respect to the ‘Centre- State Financial Relations’, consider the 
following statements: 

1. The President can suspend grants-in-aid allocations to the states 

during National Emergency.  

2. A bill by the Union Government imposing a surcharge on the State 

taxes needs prior consent of the Governor.  

3. The Union Government may provide loan to any State or give 

guarantees with respect to loans raised by any State.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 3 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 



• Ans d 

• During National Emergency the President by order can direct that all 

provisions regarding division of taxes between Union and States and 

grants-in-aids remain suspended. However, such suspension shall 

not go beyond the expiration of the financial year in which the 

Proclamation ceases to operate.  

• Surcharge on certain duties and taxes for purposes of the Union. 

Parliament may at any time increase any of the duties or taxes 

referred in those articles by a surcharge for purposes of the Union 

and the whole proceeds of any such surcharge shall form part the 

Consolidated Fund of India. 



Q8. Consider the following statements with reference to the 'Vertical 

Distribution of Ocean Temperature': 

1. The temperature structure of oceans over middle and low latitudes can 

be described as a three-layer system from surface to the bottom.  

2. In the Arctic and Antarctic latitudes, only one layer of cold water exists.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

• The temperature structure of oceans over middle and low latitudes can 

be described as a three-layer system from surface to the bottom. The 

first layer represents the top layer of warm oceanic water and it is about 

500m thick with temperatures ranging between 20° and 25° C. This 

layer, within the tropical region, is present throughout the year but in 

mid-latitudes it develops only during summer. The second layer called 

the thermocline layer lies below the first layer and is characterized by 

rapid decrease in temperature with increasing depth. The thermocline is 

500 -1,000 m thick. The third layer is very cold and extends up to the 

deep ocean floor. Here the temperature becomes almost stagnant.  

• In the Arctic and Antarctic circles, the surface water temperatures are 

close to 0° C and so the temperature change with the depth is very 

slight (ice is a very bad conductor of heat) Here, only one layer of cold 

water exists, which extends from surface to deep ocean floor.  



Q9. With respect to the 'Tribal movement during British period', consider 

the following statements: 

1. Land settlement affected the joint ownership tradition of the tribal 

community  

2. Imposition of laws affecting their religious framework 

3. Shifting cultivation and forest rights were denied to the tribal peoples. 

  

Which of the above were the main characteristics causing 'Tribal Revolts'? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 3 only  

(c) 1 and 2 only  

(d) 1 and 3 only 



• Ans d 

 

• The land settlements of the British affected the joint ownership 

tradition among the tribal and disrupted their social fabric.  

• A common cause was the resentment against the imposition of laws 

by the ‘Foreign Government’ that was seen as an effort at destroying 
the tribals traditional socio-economic framework.  

• Shifting cultivation in forests was curved and this added to the tribals 

problems. The government further extended its control over the forest 

areas by setting up reserved forest and restricting Timber use and 

grazing.  



Q10.Consider the following statements with reference to the 'Coriolis 

Force': 

1. Corioilis Force would be absent if the Earth stops rotating.  

2. Coriolis force is maximum at the equator and minimum at the poles. 

3. Absence of coriolis force would not result in the formation of a tropical 

cyclone.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 3 only  

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 



• Ans d 

 

• The rotation of the earth about its axis affects the direction of the wind. 

This force is called the Coriolis force. It has great impact on the 

direction of wind movement. Due to the earth’s rotation, winds do not 
cross the isobars at right angles as the pressure gradient force directs, 

but get deflected from their original path. This deviation is the result of 

the earth’s rotation and is called the Coriolis effect or Coriolis force. If 

earth Stops rotation Coriolis effect would be absent.  

• The Coriolis force is directly proportional to the angle of latitude. It is 

maximum at the poles and is absent at the equator.  

• At the equator (Coriolis force is zero) wind blows perpendicular to the 

isobars. The low pressure gets filled instead of getting intensified i.e., 

there is no spiraling of air due to zero Coriolis effect. The wind directly 

gets uplifted vertically to form thunderstorms 



Q11. Consider the following statements about 'Indian Social conference':  

1. It was by Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Raghunath Rao.  

2. It focussed attention on the social as well as political issues. 

3. It aimed at spreading social reforms among Muslims relating to purdah, 

polygamy, widow remarriage. 

 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• Founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao, the Indian Social 

Conference met annually from its first session in Madras in 1887 at 

the same time and venue as the Indian National Congress. It focused 

attention on the social issues of importance; it could be called the 

social reform cell of the Indian National Congress, in fact. The 

conference advocated inter-caste marriages, opposed polygamy and 

kulinism.  

• It launched the ‘Pledge Movement’ to inspire people to take a pledge 
against child marriage. 
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