


Topic 41- Devas-Antrix Deal 

Bilateral Investment Treaty 

 An agreement establishing the terms and conditions for private investment by 

nationals and companies of one state in another state.  

 This type of investment is called foreign direct investment (FDI).  

 BITs are established through trade pacts. 

Antrix Corporation Limited 

 Bengaluru  

 A wholly owned Government of India Company under the administrative control of 

the Department of Space. 

 It is a marketing arm of ISRO for the promotion and commercial exploitation of 

space products, technical consultancy services, and transfer of technologies 

developed by ISRO. 





Topic 42- Houthis attack UAE 

 A suspected drone attack on Monday 

in Abu Dhabi, the capital of UAE, 

caused multiple explosions in which 

three Indians were reportedly killed. 

Details 

 The Houthi rebels of Yemen have 

claimed responsibility for a suspected 

drone attack in Abu Dhabi. 

 Earlier in 2021, there was a ballistic 

missile attack by the Houthis on the 

Saudi capital Riyadh. 



Houthis 

 The Houthi movement is basically a Zaydi revivalist group founded by Hussein 

al-Houthi and his father, Badr al-Din al-Houthi, in the early 1990s. 

 The Zaydis make up roughly one-third of the Sunni majority of Yemen’s 
population. 

Zaydis 

 Zaydis are the oldest branch of the Shia.  

 They are named after Zayd Bin Ali, the great-grandson of Imam Ali, Prophet 

Mohammed’s cousin and son-in-law who Shias, Sunnis, and Zaydis revere. 

The rise of the Houthis 

 When protests broke out in Yemen in 2011, Houthis got confident from their 

military victories, and the support they enjoyed in Sadah, backed the agitation.  



Topic 43- Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation & India 

• India has lashed out at the 

Organisation of the Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) for being 

"communal minded" amid 

the Karnataka hijab row. 



About 

 An intergovernmental organization founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member 

states.  

 The second-largest intergovernmental organisation after the United Nations. 

 It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. 

 The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European 

Union.  

 The official languages of the OIC are Arabic, English, and French. 

 Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

 As a country with the world’s second-largest Muslim community, India had 

been invited to the founding conference at Rabat in 1969. 



Topic 44- Falkland Islands Issue 

  

 Britain rejected a statement from China that affirmed its support for 

Argentina’s claim to the Falkland Islands. 

Falkland Islands 

 The Falkland Islands are an archipelago in South Atlantic Ocean on 

Patagonian Shelf.  

 It comprises of West Falkland, East Falkland, and 776 smaller islands.  

 It is a British overseas territory, with internal self-governance.  

 The United Kingdom takes responsibility for defence and foreign affairs of the 

islands.  

 Its capital and largest settlement is Stanley on East Falkland. 



Controversy   

 Controversy exists over the discovery of the 

Falklands and subsequent colonization by 

Europeans.  

 At several times, the Falklands have had 

French, Spanish, British, and Argentine 

settlements.  

Britain reasserted its rule in 1833; however, 

Argentina maintains its claim to the islands 



Topic 45- Phosphorus Bombs 

  

 Ukrainian police have accused Russian forces of 

launching phosphorus bomb attacks in the 

Donbas region of Ukraine. 



About 

 

•White phosphorus munitions are weapons that use one of the common 

allotropes of the chemical element phosphorus. 

 

•It is a highly combustible substance that reacts with oxygen in the air. 

 

•It can catch fire at temperatures as low as 10 to 15 degrees above room 

temperature. 

 

•White phosphorus is believed to have been first used by Fenian (Irish 

nationalist) arsonists in the 19th century. 

 

•The British Army introduced the first factory-built white phosphorus grenades in 

late 1916 during the First World War. 



Applications  

 It is used mainly in the military, and other applications may include as a 

component in fertilizers, food additives, and cleaning compounds. 

 It was also used in pesticides and fireworks, but many countries have banned its 

use in several sectors. 

International law  

International law prohibits the use of white phosphorus shells in heavily populated 

civilian areas, but allows them in open spaces to be used as cover for troops 



Topic 46- Permanent Normal Trade Relations 

 U.S. President announced that the U.S. will revoke 

Russia’s “permanent normal trade relations (PNTR)” 
status. 

Details 

 This is to punish Russia for its invasion of Ukraine. 

 The move would pave the way for the US to impose 

tariffs on a wide range of Russian goods. 



About  

 Permanent normal trade relations status is a legal designation in the U.S. for 

free trade with a foreign country.  

 In 1998, the U.S. changed the name from the most favoured nation (MFN) to 

PNTR. 

MFN Status 

 World Trade Organization (WTO) members commit to treating other members 

equally. 

 This principle of non-discrimination is known as Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 

treatment. 

 This is one of the measures which ensure trade without discrimination. 

 Another one is 'National Treatment '. 



National treatment 

 It means treating foreigners and locals equally. 

 Imported and locally-produced goods should be treated equally. 

 The same should apply to foreign and domestic services. 

Revocation of MFN Status 

 According to Article 21 (National Security) of WTO, MFN status 

can be revoked without giving any explanation. 



Topic 47- 1954 Hague Convention 

  

 UNESCO has pitched for protective measures to preserve Ukraine’s 
endangered cultural heritage in light of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

About 

 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 

Conflict was adopted in 1954 under the auspices of UNESCO. 

 This convention is referred to as the 1954 Hague Convention. 

 It is the first and the most comprehensive multilateral treaty dedicated 

exclusively to the protection of cultural heritage. 

 India is party to Hague Convention 1954. 



Blue Shield Emblem 

 Article 6 of the 1954 Hague Convention states 

that cultural property may bear a distinctive 

emblem so as to facilitate its recognition. 

 It is an independent, neutral, non-

governmental, non-profit, international 

organization which strives to protect heritage 

during armed conflicts and disasters across the 

world. 

The Blue Shield network is often referred to as the 

cultural equivalent of the Red Cross 
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