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POLITY  

 

Current Affairs 
  



Why in News? 

• Ministry of Mines has notified the Minerals (Evidence of Mineral 

Contents) Second Amendment Rules, 2021 and the Mineral 

(Auction) Fourth Amendment Rules, 2021 to amend the Minerals 

(Evidence of Mineral Contents) Rules, 2015 [MEMC Rules] and the 

Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 [Auction Rules], respectively. 

12. Minerals (Evidence of Mineral Contents) 

Second Amendment Rules, 2021 



• The amendment rules have been framed after extensive 

consultations with the State Governments, industry associations, 

miners, other stakeholders and general public. 

 

• These amendments were aimed at identifying more mineral blocks 

for auction and thereby increasing pace of exploration and 

production resulting in improving the availability of minerals in the 

country and increase employment in the sector 



What are the Important Amendments? 

• Any person intending to obtain composite licence in respect of an 

area may submit a proposal to the State Government. 

• In order to identify mineral potentiality of a block based on the 

available geoscience data where resources are yet to be 

established, then the State Government shall place it before a 

committee. 



• On being satisfied of mineral potentiality of the area, the committee 

may recommend the area for notification for auction with such 

alteration in it as may be required.  

• The committee shall recommend or reject the proposal within sixty 

days of its receipt in the State Government and thereafter the State 

Government shall notify recommended block for auction or reject 

the recommendation within sixty days of such recommendation. 



• Further, amendment in the 'Auction Rules' provide that in case the 

blocks proposed by any person are notified for auction, the said person 

would be provided incentive of depositing only half of the bid security 

amount in auction of the blocks proposed by him 

 

• These amendments would encourage more participation in auction and 

promote competition 



NATIONAL MINERAL POLICY 2019 

• introduction of Right of First Refusal for RP/PL holders, 

• encouraging the private sector to take up exploration, 

• auctioning in virgin areas for composite RP cum PL cum ML on revenue 

share basis, 

• encouragement of merger and acquisition of mining entities and 

• transfer of mining leases and creation of dedicated mineral corridors to 

boost private sector mining areas. 

 



NATIONAL MINERAL POLICY 2019 

• The 2019 Policy proposes to grant status of industry to mining activity to 

boost financing of mining for private sector and for acquisitions of 

mineral assets in other countries by private sector 

• It also mentions that Long term import export policy for mineral will help 

private sector in better planning and stability in business 

• The Policy also mentions rationalize reserved areas given to PSUs 

which have not been used and to put these areas to auction, which will 

give more opportunity to private sector for participation 

• The Policy also mentions to make efforts to harmonize taxes, levies & 

royalty with world benchmarks to help private sector 

 



13. National Green Tribunal 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the Supreme Court has declared the National Green 

Tribunal’s (NGT) position as a “unique” forum endowed with suo 

motu powers to take up environmental issues across the country. 



About NGT: 

• Established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 

2010. 

• Aim: For effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to 

environmental protection and conservation of forests and other 

natural resources 



Functions: 

• It deals with the enforcement of any legal right relating to 

environment and giving relief and compensation for damages to 

persons and property and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto. 

• The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall 

provide speedy environmental justice and help reduce the burden 

of litigation in the higher courts. 



Working of the Tribunal: 

• It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to 

handle environmental disputes involving multi-disciplinary issues. 

• The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under 

the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles 

of natural justice. 

• The Tribunal is mandated to make and endeavour for disposal of 

applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 

 



Seat of the Tribunal: 

• New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal and 

Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai shall be the other four place of 

sitting of the Tribunal. 

 



BHOPAL, PUNE, KOLKATA 
AND CHENNAI 



D O E S  N G T  H A S  

S U O  M O T O  

P O W E R S ?  









Ruling that the “National Green Tribunal (NGT) is vested with suo motu 

power in discharge of its functions under the NGT Act”, the Supreme 
Court said the Tribunal, “with the distinct role envisaged for it, can hardly 

afford to remain a mute spectator when no one knocks on its door”. 

 

 

 



Deciding a batch of appeals on suo motu jurisdiction of the 

NGT, a bench of Justices A M Khanwilkar, Hrishikesh Roy and 

C T Ravikumar pointed out that  

 

the SC had ruled that the right to a healthy environment is part 

of the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution of India 

and recognised that NGT is set up under the Constitutional 

mandate to enforce Article 21 with respect to the environment. 

 

 



 

The court rejected the argument that NGT is a Tribunal and a 

creature of statute and as such, cannot act on its own motion 

or exercise the power of judicial review or act suo motu in 

discharge of its functions. 

 



25 

is one of the few dedicated environmental courts in the world.  

 

jurisdiction has an all-encompassing scope, which covers forests, wildlife, 

environment, climate change and coastal protection. 

National Green Tribunal 



26 

protected vast acres of forest land, halted polluting construction 

activities in metros and smaller towns  

 

protected the rights of tribal communities and ensured the enforcement 

of the “polluter pays” principle 

 

 

National Green Tribunal 
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M.C. Mehta & Anr. Etc vs Union Of India & Ors. Etc (1986) 

case: chief Justice P.N. Bhagwati suggested setting up Environmental 

Courts because: 

To cater issues of environmental pollution, ecological destruction 

and conflicts over natural resources. 

for assessment and evolution of scientific and technical data 

regarding environmental matters. 

Origin of NGT 
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A.P. Pollution Control Board case (1999)  

 

SC emphasised on the need for a court that was “a combination of a 

Judge and Technical Experts” with an appeal to the Supreme Court from 

the Environmental Court. 

 



METHODOLOGY OF NGT 

The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 under Section 19 gives 

the Tribunal power to regulate its own procedure.  

 

Additionally, the Tribunal is not bound by procedure under the 

Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 or the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 

and is guided by principles of natural justice.  

 

However, the Tribunal is vested with the powers of a civil court 

under the Code of Civil Procedure for discharging its functions. 

 

 



The Tribunal entertains letter petitions which bring to light 

instances of substantial environmental damage.  

 

A valid complaint is taken note of even in the absence of any 

representation from the aggrieved party and response is 

sought by email and can be filed even without an advocate. 

 



Further directions to submit 'factual and action taken' report 

are issued to identified statutory authorities and/or experts 

identified by the Tribunal, as deemed appropriate, to 

investigate the claims of environmental damage.  

 

An executable order is passed requiring concerned authority 

to take steps including restricting pollution, recovering 

compensation and initiating prosecution. 
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• Almitra H Patel Vs Union of India case, states to implement Solid 

Waste Management Rules and prohibited open burning of waste on 

lands. 

• In 2012, NGT suspended the clearance given to the South Korean 

steel maker, POSCO, to set up a 12 million-tonne steel plant in 

Odisha. 

• Save Mon Federation Vs Union of India case, the NGT suspended 

a ₹6,400-crore hydro project, to save the habitat of a bird. 

Landmark Judgement 



• Ms. Betty C. Alvares vs. The State of Goa and Ors: illegal 

construction in the Coastal Regulation Zone of Candolim, Goa 

 

• Samit Mehta vs. Union of India and Ors: Polluter Pays’ principle 

invoked 

 

• Save Mon Region Federation and Ors. vs. Union of India and 

Ors: Victory for Birds, Massive Hydro Power Project Loses 
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• Dedicated Court For Environmental Matters 

• Ensures Specialization . 

• Time Bound Disposal of Cases 

• Less burden on Judiciary 

Advantages of NGT 
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• Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 

2006 have been kept out of NGT’s jurisdiction. 

• Have created additional layer of judiciary  

• Limited regional benches  

 

Challenges faced by it 
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• Addition of more Regional Benches 

• System of Larger Bench in NGT like in Supreme Court 

• Filling up of vacancies 

 

 

What can be done  



14. Governor’s Role in Universities 

Why in News: 

• A controversy has erupted in Kerala over the reappointment of 

Gopinath Ravindran as the Vice Chancellor of Kannur University, 

with Governor Arif Mohammed Khan saying he approved the 

decision against his “better judgement” as Chancellor. 

 



What is the Role of Governors in State Universities?: 

• In most cases, the Governor of the state is the ex-officio chancellor 

of the universities in that state. 

• The Governor’s powers and functions as the Chancellor are laid out 

in the statutes that govern the universities under a particular state 

government. 

What creates the dispute? 

• Governor’s role in appointing the Vice Chancellors has often 

triggered disputes with the political executive. 



What about central universities? 

• Under the Central Universities Act, 2009, and other statutes, the 

President of India shall be the Visitor of a central university. 

• With their role limited to presiding over convocations, Chancellors 

in central universities are titular heads, who are appointed by the 

President in his capacity as Visitor.  

• The VCs too are appointed by the Visitor from panels of names 

picked by search and selection committees formed by the Union 

government. 



• The Act adds that the President, as Visitor, shall have the right to 

authorise inspections of academic and non-academic aspects of 

the universities and also to institute inquiries. 

 



Kerala Controversy: 

• Last month, Ravindran was re-appointed to the post of Kannur 

University VC for another four years.  

• Ravindran is above 60 now; the Kannur University Act says no 

person above the age of 60 shall be appointed as VC. 

• Also, the state government recently, amended the University Act, 

which took away the powers of the Governor as Chancellor to make 

appointments to the University Appellate Tribunal. 
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15. Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 

Why in News: 

• Recently, the Supreme Court on Monday ruled that its inherent 

powers under Article 142 of the Constitution or that of the High 

Court under Section 482 of the Code of Criminal Procedure can be 

invoked to quash proceedings under the Scheduled Castes and the 

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities Act), 1989. 



What the Supreme Court said in a judgment titled Ram Awatarvs 

State of Madhya Pradesh? 

• The mere fact that the offence is covered under a 'special statute' 

would not refrain this Court or the High Court, from exercising their 

respective powers under Article 142 of the Constitution or Section 

482 CrPC. 



The SC/ST Act: 

• The SC/ST Act has been specifically enacted to deter acts of 

indignity, humiliation and harassment against members of 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  

• The Act is also a recognition of the depressing reality that despite 

undertaking several measures, the Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled 

Tribes continue to be subjected to various atrocities at the hands of 

upper-castes. 



• The Act has been enacted keeping in view the express 

constitutional safeguards enumerated in Articles 15, 17 and 21 of 

the Constitution, with a twin-fold objective of protecting the 

members of these vulnerable communities as well as to provide 

relief and rehabilitation to the victims of caste-based atrocities. 



Article 142 of Indian Constitution: 

• The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such 

decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete 

justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any decree so 

passed or orders so made shall be enforceable throughout the 

territory of India in such manner as may be prescribed by or 

under any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that 

behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order 

prescribe. 



• Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by 

Parliament, the Supreme Court shall, as respects the whole of the 

territory of India, have all and every power to make any order for 

the purpose of securing the attendance of any person, the 

discovery or production of any documents, or the investigation or 

punishment of any contempt of itself.  



Section 482 of the CrPC: 

• The Section 482 of the CrPC is a reservoir of powers to be drawn 

by the litigants where the channels of other legal remedies 

under the Code are dried up.  

• The inherent powers of the High Court are sweeping and awesome. 

Inherent power is of wide plenitude and has no statutory 

limitation except the specifically enlisted ones. 



16. The Draft Regional Plan 2041  

for the NCR 

Why in News: 

• The Draft Regional Plan 2041 for the NCR, which was recently 

made public, makes a slew of suggestions to deal with the supply, 

use, and reuse of water, and the management and use of water 

bodies in NCR. 



What is the Master Plan 2041 for Delhi? 

• The draft of the Master Plan for Delhi 2041 comprises two volumes 

and 22 chapters, which seeks to “foster a sustainable, liveable and 

vibrant Delhi by 2041”.  

• Components involved: 

 an overview of Delhi in present times 

 global and regional positioning 

 estimates of population 

 and projections for 2041 

 



Main Focus Areas 

• Housing Sector: It talks about incentivizing rented accommodation 

by inviting private players and government agencies to invest more, 

keeping in mind the large migrant population.  

Parking Problems 

• It addresses parking problems and suggests a ‘user pays’ principle, 

which means users of all personal motor vehicles, except for non-

motorised ones, have to pay for authorised parking facilities, 

spaces and streets. 



Tackling environmental pollution 

• It minimise vehicular pollution through key strategies, including: 

 a switch to greener fuels for public transport 

 adoption of mixed-use of transit-oriented development (also 

known as TOD) 

• It also addresses improving the quality of water, which is taken from 

the Yamuna river as well as various lakes, natural drains and 

baolis. 
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Personal Data Protection Bill 

Why in News: 

• The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has asked for 

exemption from the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Law. 



Why UIDAI has asked for exemption from the Personal Data 

Protection (PDP) Law? 

• As the authority is already being governed by the Aadhaar Act and 

the PDP bill could be counter productive. 

Section 35 of the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill 2019: 

• It invokes “sovereignty and integrity of India,” “public order”, 

“friendly relations with foreign states” and “security of the state” to 

give powers to the Central government to suspend all or any of the 

provisions of this Act for government agencies. 



Sharing of non-personal data with government: 

• The central government may direct data fiduciaries to provide it with 

any: non-personal data anonymised personal data (where it is not 

possible to identify data principal) for better targeting of services. 



Data Protection Authority: 

• The Bill sets up a Data Protection Authority which may:  

 take steps to protect interests of individuals 

 prevent misuse of personal data 

 ensure compliance with the Bill.  

 



Composition: 

• It will consist of a chairperson and six members, with at least 10 

years’ expertise in the field of data protection and information 

technology.  

 

Appeals: 

• Orders of the Authority can be appealed to an Appellate Tribunal.  

Appeals from the Tribunal will go to the Supreme Court. 



The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI): 

• It is a statutory authority established under the provisions of the 

Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, 

Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar Act 2016”) on 12 July 

2016. 

• Ministry: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) 

• Objective: To issue Unique Identification numbers (UID), named as 

"Aadhaar", to all residents of India. 



• Mandate: UIDAI is responsible for Aadhaar enrolment and 

authentication, including operation and management of all stages 

of Aadhaar life cycle, developing the policy, procedure, and system 

for issuing Aadhaar numbers to individuals and perform 

authentication and the security of identity information and 

authentication records of individuals. 

• Headquarter: New Delhi 

Source: https://prsindia.org/billtrack/the-personal-data-protection-bill-

2019 



The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 

Why in News: 

• Recently, the Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 has been 

passed by LokSabha. 

• The Bill amends the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and 

the Representation of the People Act, 1951 to implement certain 

electoral reforms.   

• The 1950 Act provides for allocation of seats and delimitation of 

constituencies for elections, qualifications of voters, and 

preparation of electoral rolls.   

• The 1951 Act provides for the conduct of elections, and offences 

and disputes related to elections. 

 



Provisions of the Bill 

Linking electoral roll data with Aadhaar 

• The Bill adds that the electoral registration officer may require a 

person to furnish their Aadhaar number for establishing their 

identity. 

• Persons will not be denied inclusion in the electoral roll or have 

their names deleted from the roll, if they are unable to furnish 

Aadhaar number due to sufficient cause as prescribed.  Such 

persons may be permitted to furnish alternate documents 

prescribed by the central government. 



Qualifying date for enrolment in electoral roll 

• Under the 1950 Act, the qualifying date for enrolment in the 

electoral roll is January 1 of the year in which such roll is being 

prepared or revised. 

• This implies that a person who turns 18 (i.e., eligible to vote) after 

January 1 can enrol in the electoral roll only when the roll is 

prepared/ revised the next year.  The Bill amends this to provide 

four qualifying dates in a calendar year, which will be January 1, 

April 1, July 1, and October 1. 

 



Requisitioning of premises for election purposes: 

• The 1951 Act permits the state government to requisition premises 

needed or likely to be needed for being used as polling stations, or 

for storing ballot boxes after a poll has been conducted.   

• The Bill expands the purposes for which such premises can be 

requisitioned.  These include using the premises for counting, 

storage of voting machines and poll-related material, and 

accommodation of security forces and polling personnel. 



Gender-neutral provisions: 

• The 1951 Act enables the wife of a person holding a service 

qualification to vote either in person or by postal ballot.  The Bill 

replaces the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’ in both the Acts.    

 

Source: https://prsindia.org/billtrack/the-election-laws-amendment-bill-

2021 



Renunciation of Indian Citizenship 

Why in News: 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has simplified the process for 

Indians who want to renounce their citizenship. 

• Data: Over 6.7 lakh Indians renounced their citizenship between 

2015-19. 



Provision: 

• Now applicants can upload documents online, with an upper limit of 

60 days for the renunciation process to be completed. 

Change in 2018: 

• The MHA revised the Form XXII under the Citizenship Rules for 

declaration of renunciation of citizenship, which for the first time 

included a column on “circumstances/reasons due to which 

applicant intends to acquire foreign citizenship and renounce Indian 

citizenship”. 



Procedure: 

• The form, after being filled online, has to be downloaded, signed 

and submitted at the District Magistrate’s office, if the applicant is 

in India, or at the nearest Indian mission, if she or he is in a foreign 

country. The applicant will also be interviewed by the DM before the 

certificate is issued. 

• Once a copy of the form had been received, the entire process for 

issuance of renunciation certificate would take 60 days after 

“verification of documents”. 



What happened when a person ceases to be a citizen of India? 

• Under Section 8(1) of Citizenship Act, 1955, “every minor child of 

that person shall thereupon ceases to be a citizen of India”.  

• The minor child may, however, within one year of attaining full age 

apply to resume Indian citizenship.  

• The guidelines are not clear if minors would also lose citizenship if 

only one of the parents gives up her/his Indian citizenship. 



Constitutional Provisions for Citizenship: 

• The Constitution provides for single citizenship. 

• Articles 5 to 8 deal with the Citizenship of India at the 

commencement of the Constitution. 

• Loss of Indian Citizenship 

 Renunciation 

 Termination 

 Deprivation 

 

Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/process-of-

renunciation-of-indian-citizenship-simplified/article36777790.ece 

 



Right to Health 

Why in News: 

• The demand for the enactment of a legislation on the right to 

healthcare, for which the ruling Congress had made a promise in its 

manifesto for the 2018 Assembly election, has been revived in 

Rajasthan. 



Right to Health: 

• It is a settled law that right to health is included in the right to life 

guaranteed by Article 21 of our Constitution. 

• Article 23 of the Constitution of India also indirectly contributes to 

protecting the Right to Health as it prohibits human trafficking and 

child labour. 

• It is indisputable that availability of essential drugs to combat 

serious diseases is a component of the right to health. 



• The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), enshrined in 

Chapter IV of the Constitution of India, require the state to, among 

other duties: 

a. promote the welfare of its people (Art.38); 

b. protect their health and strength from abuse (Art 39(e)); 

c. provide public assistance in case of sickness, disability or 

“undeserved want” (Art 41); 

d. ensure just and humane conditions of work; and 

e. raise nutrition levels, improve the standard of living and consider 

improvement of public health as its primary duty (Art 47). 



• In addition to the DPSP, some other health-related provisions can 

be found in the 11th and 12th Schedules, as subjects within the 

jurisdictions of Panchayats and Municipalities, respectively.  

• These include the duty to provide clean drinking water, adequate 

healthcare and sanitation (including hospitals, primary health care 

centers and dispensaries), promotion of family welfare, 

development of women and children, promotion of social welfare, 

etc. 

 



Judgments: 

• The Supreme Court has repeatedly observed that the expression 

“life” in Article 21 means a life with human dignity and not mere 

survival or animal existence (Francis Coralie Mullin vs The 

Administrator, Union Territory of Delhi AIR 1981 746). 

• In the case of BandhuaMuktiMorcha v. Union of India AIR 1984 

SC 812, the Supreme Court held that although the DPSP are not 

binding obligations but hold only persuasive value, yet they should 

be duly implemented by the State. Further, the Court held that dignity 

and health fall within the ambit of life and liberty under Article 21. 

 



• In the case of PaschimBangaKhetMazoorSamity v. State of 

West Bengal (1996) 4 SCC 37, the scope of Article 21 was further 

widened, as the court held that it is the responsibility of the 

Government to provide adequate medical aid to every person and 

to strive for the welfare of the public at large. 

• Further, the Supreme Court in the case of ParmanandKatara v 

Union of India AIR 1989 S.C. 2039, held that every doctor at 

Government hospital or otherwise has the professional obligation to 

extend his services with due expertise for protecting life of a 

patient. 

 



Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 

Why in News? 

• Recently, the Union government has proposed amendments to a 

1969 law that will enable it to “maintain the database of registered 

birth and deaths at the national level”. 

What the Act says? 

• It makes the registration of births and deaths compulsory (within 21 

days of the incident). 



Whose responsibility is the registration of death? 

• If death occurs in a hospital, nursing home, medical institution, 

hostel, hotel or boarding-house, the institution is responsible.  

• If death occurs at home, the head of the family or any other family 

member has the responsibility.  

• Keepers of burial grounds and crematoriums must inform the 

registrar.  

• Finally, there’s a residual category, where a dead body may be 

found abandoned in a public place. Then the responsibility 

devolves on the sarpanch or SHO of the local police station. 



Recent Amendments: 

• New Section 3A: The Registrar General, India shall maintain the 

database of registered births and deaths at the national level. 

Earlier, the registration of births and deaths is done by the local 

registrar appointed by States. 

• Amendment also proposed that the Chief Registrar (appointed by 

the States) would maintain a unified database at the State level and 

integrate it with the data at the “national level,” maintained by the 

Registrar General of India (RGI). 



• It also proposes for the appointment of Special Sub-Registrars, in 

the event of disaster, with any or all of his powers and duties for on 

the spot registration of deaths and issuance of extract thereof. 

• The amendments proposed include requiring parents and 

informants in case of birth and parents, husband or wife in case of 

death to provide the aadhaar number, if available.  

• Where the death occurs in any medical institution, irrespective of 

ownership, that is providing specialized or general treatment, it shall be 

mandatory for those institutions to provide a certificate as to the cause of 

death to the Registrar and a copy to the nearest relative. 

 



Right to Protest 

Why in News? 

• During the Farmers’ protest, the Supreme Court said farmers have 

a right to protest against the three new farm laws even when their 

validity is under challenge before the apex court but was firm in its 

view that no one could be permitted to block roads indefinitely, 

impeding the right of citizens to commute without hindrance. 



What is protest? 

• A protest is a way of expressing disapproval or objection to any 

action, statement or policy of a government or an organization that 

wants to accuse a group of people against themselves. 



Constitutional Provision? 

• It is only Article 19 that also offers the right to protest. Although the 

word protest is not explicitly mentioned in the fundamental rights of 

the Indian Constitution, it is implicitly derived from the in-depth 

reading of Article 19.  

• The right to protest is protected under Article 19(1)(a), Article 

19(1)(b) and Article 19(1)(c), which gives citizens the right to 

freedom of expression, the right to meet peacefully without 

weapons and the right to form associations or trade unions. 



Judgements: 

• RamlilaMaidan Incident v. Home Secretary, Union Of India & 

Bears, the SC held that, ‘Citizens have a fundamental right to 

assembly and peaceful protest that cannot be removed from 

arbitrary executive or legislative action.’ 

• Maneka Gandhi v. The Union of India, Justice Bhagwati stated 

that, ‘if democracy means the govt. of the people, on the part of the 

people, it’s obvious that every citizen must have the right to 

participate in the democratic process & allow him to intelligently 

exercise his rights to make a choice, a free & general discussion of 

public issues is absolutely essential.’ 
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