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Difference between FIR and Complaint? 

CrPC 



FIR: 

• FIR is an information given by any person about a cognizable 
offence and recorded by Police under section 154 CrPC. Any 
information given orally to an officer in charge of police 
station shall be reduced to writing by him or under his 
direction, and be read over to the informant, and such 
information shall be signed by the person giving it.  

• FIR lets the initiation of the investigation. FIR is the 
statement by the complainant of an alleged offence.  



Evidentiary value of FIR 

• An FIR is not substantive evidence. 

• It is just an early information about the occurrence of an 
offence. 

• It can be used to corroborate the information u/s 157 of the 
Evidence Act or to contradict u/s 145 of Evidence Act.  

• FIR must be recorded at the earliest time as undue delay in 
lodging the FIR creates suspicion as to the authentication of 
the information.  



 

 

 Difference between FIR and the Complaint 



FIR COMPLAINT 

Every information relating to the 

commission of a cognizable 

offence, if given orally and reduced 

to writing and read over to the 

informant u/s 154 CrPC to the 

Police Officer. 

This is an oral or written 

information of the accusation to 

the Magistrate, excluding a police 

report. 

This can be made only to Police 

Officer. 

This can be made only to 

Magistrate. 



FIR COMPLAINT 

Only cognizable offences are covered in 

case of FIR. 

The complaint is made for the both 

cognizable and non-cognizable offences. 

 

A complaint may become FIR. An FIR cannot become a complaint. 

Any person who is an aggrieved party, 

witness or who is having the knowledge 

of the crime can file FIR. 

 

Any person can make a complaint to the 

magistrate regarding the offence, except 

in case of marriage and defamation 

wherein only aggrieved party can make a 

complaint. 

 



FIR COMPLAINT 

Investigation by police officer Inquiry by Magistrate or officer 

under Magistrate’s direction 

After filing an FIR the police officer 

may commence the investigation 

without any prior permission from 

a Magistrate. 

 

The Magistrate can inquire into the 

matter himself or direct a police 

officer to do so. 

Provided under Section 154 of 

CrPC 
Defined by Section 2(d), CrPC 



  

 

   THANK YOU 


