


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 The newly passed Citizenship Amendment Act in 

India provides for religious minorities of 3 
neighbouring countries (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan) to get Indian citizenship. 

 There are widespread protests  over this issue. 



How is preamble to Pakistan’s 
Constitution different from India’s? 
 The preamble to the Indian Constitution declares the 

country as a “sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic 
republic”. 

 On the other hand, as many as 60 Constitutions in the 
world refer to God including those in Germany, Brazil, 
Greece and Ireland. 

 Pakistan’s Constitution starts with “In the name of 
Allah, the most beneficent, the merciful”. 



Pakistan recognition of citizens 
 Although an Islamic state, Pakistan does not have any 

religious test for citizenship. 

 Section 6 lays down that any person who migrated to 
Pakistan before January 1, 1952 is a citizen. 

 Section 3 gives citizenship on the commencement of the 
Act (April 13, 1951) to anyone who, or any of whose parents 
or grandparents, was born in the territories included in 
Pakistan on March 31, 1973. 

 Pakistan grants citizenship to any person who migrated 
there before April 13, 1951 from any territory in the 
subcontinent with the intention of permanently residing 
there. 



 Like India’s law, Section 7 in Pakistan says that a 
person who migrated to India after March 1, 1947 shall 
not be a citizen of Pakistan except if s/he returned 
under resettlement or permanent return. 

 Section 4 in the Pakistan law lays down that every 
person born in Pakistan after the commencement of 
the Act shall be a Pakistan citizen by birth. 

 Section 5 of the Pakistan Act talks of citizenship by 
descent if one of the parents was a Pakistani citizen at 
the time of the person’s birth. 



Freedom of religion 
 Pakistan’s Constitution explicitly provides for 

minorities rights in the Preamble itself. 

 Pakistan gives the right to freedom of religion only to 
citizens. 

 Freedom of speech in Pakistan specifically includes 
freedom of press but this is subject to “glory of Islam”. 

 

 



 Steps taken to protect the 
minorities in Pakistan 
 Article 36 says the state shall safeguard the legitimate 

rights and interests of minorities. 

 In the National Assembly, 10 seats are reserved for 
religious minorities. 

 Article 227(3) of Pakistan’s Constitution does exempt 
personal law of minorities from this provision. 

 In 2016, Sindh province, which has the highest number 
of Hindus in Pakistan, passed legislation outlawing 
forced conversions. 

 The Punjab Assembly enacted the Sikh Anand 
Marriage Act in 2018. 




