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Consider the following statements about Aspirational Districts Programme: 

1. The programme is based on 3Cs namely Competition, Collaboration, and 
Convergence. 

2. The Programme has been launched to cover all districts of India.   

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

1 only 

2 only 

Both 1 and 2 

Neither 1 nor 2 

 



Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) 

Launched in January 2018, the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ 
programme aims to quickly and effectively transform some of the most 

underdeveloped districts of the country. 

 

The broad contours of the programme are 3Cs 

Convergence (of Central & State Schemes),  

Collaboration (of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Officers & District Collectors), 
and  

Competition among districts driven by a Mass Movement or a Jan Andolan. 

With States as the main drivers, this program will focus on the strength of each 
district, identify low hanging fruits for immediate improvement, measure 

progress, and rank districts. 

 



Focus of the programme: 

 

To enable optimum utilization of their potential, this program focuses closely on 
improving people’s ability to participate fully in the burgeoning 

economy. Health & Nutrition, Education, Agriculture & Water 
Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, and Basic 

Infrastructure are this programme’s core areas of focus. 
 



School Education Quality Index (SEQI) 
Developed by NITI Aayog to evaluate the performance of States and Union 

Territories (UTs) in the school education sector. 

 

Aim: To bring an ‘outcomes’ focus to education policy by providing States and 
UTs with a platform to identify their strengths and weaknesses and undertake 

requisite course corrections or policy interventions. 

 

The index is developed through a collaborative process, including key 
stakeholders such as Ministry of Human Resource and Development (MHRD), 

the World Bank and sector experts. 

 



Youth Co:Lab 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog, UNDP India jointly Launch Youth 
Co:Lab to accelerate youth-led social entrepreneurship and innovation in India. 

 

How it works? 

1. Youth Co:Lab will convene social innovation challenges at the national and 
sub-national level, which will invite young people in the age group of 18-29 

years and start-ups to showcase their proposed ideas and solutions to tackle 
some of the region’s biggest social challenges. 

 

2. Through Youth Co:Lab, young entrepreneurs and innovators will get a chance 
to connect with governments, mentors, incubators and investors, who will help 

equip them with entrepreneurial skills. 

 



The first phase of Youth Co:Lab will focus on six SDGs: 

1. SDG 5 (Gender Equality). 

2. SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation). 

3. SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy). 

4. SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth). 

5. SDG 12 (Sustainable Consumption and Production). 

6. SDG 13 (Climate Action). 



What is Youth Co: Lab initiative? 

It is an innovative platform for young people to explore their ideas and 
potentials, and bring to scale viable solutions, to accelerate India’s progress on 

the SDGs. 

 

Co-created in 2017 by UNDP and the Citi Foundation. 

 

Operational in 25 countries across the Asia Pacific region. 

 

Aims to create an enabling ecosystem to promote youth leadership, innovation, 
and social entrepreneurship. 

 



The Gandhian Challenge 

On the 150th birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, AIM, NITI Aayog’s Atal 
Tinkering Labs (ATL) and UNICEF India, including Generation Unlimited, have 

launched ‘The Gandhian Challenge’. 
 

This innovation challenge provides a platform for every child across India to 
ideate innovative solutions for a sustainable India of their dreams, using 

Gandhi’s principles. 

 

The winners of The Gandhian Challenge will be awarded in New Delhi by NITI 
Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission and UNICEF on the occasion of Children’s Day 

in November. 

 



Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) 

AIM is the Government of India’s flagship initiative to promote a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the country.  

 

Objective: to develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in 
different sectors of the economy, provide platform and collaboration 

opportunities for different stakeholders, create awareness and create an 
umbrella structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of the country. 

 



Six major initiatives of AIM: 

1. Atal Tinkering Labs-Creating problem-solving mindset across schools in India. 

2. Atal Incubation Centers- Fostering world class start-ups and adding a new 
dimension to the incubator model. 

3. Atal New India Challenges-Fostering product innovations and aligning them 
to the needs of various sectors/ministries. 

4. Mentor India Campaign- A national Mentor network in collaboration with 
public sector, corporates and institutions, to support all the initiatives of the 

mission. 

5. Atal Community Innovation Center- To stimulate community centric 
innovation and ideas in the unserved /underserved regions of the country 

including Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. 

6. ARISE- To stimulate innovation and research in the MSME industry. 

 



Consider the following statements about SUTRA PIC: 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of Animal Husbandry. 

2. It aims at complete characterisation of milk and milk products derived from 
Indian indigenous cows. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

1 only 

2 only 

Both 1 and 2 

Neither 1 nor 2 

 



SUTRA PIC- Scientific Utilisation Through Research Augmentation-
Prime Products from Indigenous Cows 

 
It is led by the Department of Science and Technology (DST).  

 

It is supported by the Department of Biotechnology, the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, the Ministry for AYUSH (Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, 

Homoeopathy) among others and the Indian Council of Medical Research as 
partners. 

 

Ministry of Science and Technology 



It has five themes: 

 

1. Uniqueness of Indigenous Cows. 

2. Prime-products from Indigenous Cows for Medicine and Health. 

3. Prime-products from Indigenous Cows for Agricultural Applications. 

4. Prime-products from Indigenous Cows for Food and Nutrition. 

5. Prime-products from indigenous cows-based utility items. 

 



Aims and objectives: 

 

Scientific research on the complete characterisation of milk and milk products 
derived from Indian indigenous cows. 

 

Scientific research on nutritional and therapeutic properties of curd and ghee 
prepared from indigenous breeds of cows by traditional methods. 

 

Development of standards for traditionally processed dairy products of Indian-
origin cows, etc. 

 



Consider the following statements about Unique Methods of Management and 
treatment of Inherited Disorders: 

1. It has been started by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

2. It aims to create awareness about genetic disorders. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

1 only 

2 only 

Both 1 and 2 

Neither 1 nor 2 

 



UMMID (Unique Methods of Management and treatment 
of Inherited Disorders) initiative 

Department of Biotechnology has started the UMMID Initiative which is 
designed on the concept of ‘Prevention is better than Cure’. 

 

UMMID aims to create awareness about genetic disorders amongst clinicians 
and establish molecular diagnostics in hospitals. 

 



UMMID initiative aims to: 

 

Establish NIDAN (National Inherited Diseases Administration) Kendras to 
provide counselling, prenatal testing and diagnosis, management, and 

multidisciplinary care in Government Hospitals wherein the influx of patients is 
more. 

 

Produce skilled clinicians in Human Genetics. 

 

Undertake screening of pregnant women and new born babies for inherited 
genetic diseases in hospitals at aspirational districts. 
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