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Lockdown  

Large swathes of the country will be on lockdown 

from Monday amid alarm over Covid-19 cases  

The biggest jump in a day: from 315 on Saturday 
to 396 on Sunday.  

Death toll going to seven from four 

Delhi, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand will be shut 

until March 31— and more states could follow. 

Passenger trains, interstate buses and suburban 

and metro trains have been halted until March 31. 

State borders have been sealed. 



Janata Curfew: 7 am to 9 pm practice drill for 

the shutdown 

Services such as hospitals, telecom, medical 

shops, provision stores and establishments engaged 

in the manufacturing and distribution of essential 

commodities will be exempt along with skeletal 

transport services. 

 



Shutters Down 

Key segments of Indian manufacturing have 

started shutting down. 

Automakers, smartphone makers, consumer 

electronic firms, appliance majors and many 

others have ordered shutdowns till month-end. 

This will cause incalculable damage to production 

of key products. 

India’s construction industry, which employs 

around 85 lakh people in about 18,000 real 
estate projects, has almost ground to a halt. 

The IT services industry has also been badly hit. 



India-Turkey Shipyard Deal 

India is going ahead with a $2.3 billion (about ₹15,000 crore) 

deal to manufacture fleet support vessels (FSVs) in 

collaboration with a Turkish shipyard following a review after 

questions were raised on Turkey’s links with Pakistan and the 

recent diplomatic tiff with the Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
government. 

Turkey’s TAIS had emerged as the lowest bidder for a 

contract to manufacture five of the 45,000-tonne FSVs at 

the Vizag-based Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) last year, 

but the contract signing was put on hold in October following 

the repeated raising of Kashmir issue by Erdogan at 

international forums. 



The defence ministry’s vigilance department was 

asked to review the order and gave a go-ahead. 

Ministry of External Affairs was also consulted 

before the decision was taken. 

The Indian FSV project was initially given a go-

ahead in 2016 after the Navy projected a 

requirement for ships that could carry fuel and 

other supplies for warships at sea. 



G-20 Summit 

The G-20 finance ministers followed by leaders of 

the forum are expected to engage in virtual 
summit this week or in near future to prepare 

stimulus package to overcome economic shocks of 

Covid-19 outbreak. 

The officials from the G-20 countries are 

currently engaged in dialogue to explore either a 

meeting of respective central bankers followed 

by finance ministers and leaders or a meeting of 

finance Ministers and leaders to firm up a package 

to beat economic downturn. 

The G20 members are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 

Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Republic o f Korea, Turkey, the 

United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union (EU) . 



G-20 finance ministers and central bank governors 
have agreed to use all available policy tools, 
including fiscal and monetary measures as 
appropriate, to respond to the economic impact of 
Covid-19. 

The G-20 is expected to support the IMF and World 
Bank commitments to extend financial support to 
developing countries that need it and invite countries 
to strengthen funding facilities. 

The issue of job losses as a result of the outbreak of 
disease could also be on the table. 

It may be recalled that the 2008 G-20 Summit in USA 
extended prescription to handle global economic 
crisis. 



Riyadh is working to coordinate international 
cooperation in combating this pandemic and 

adopting appropriate policies to reduce its 

economic burdens within the framework of the G-

20.  

Saudi Arabia is also taking care of the safety of 

expatriates on priority. 

Saudi Arabia and India, as members of the G20 

and longstanding strategic partners, will work 

closely to gather global cooperation in dealing 

with the situation.  



LIC Announces Relaxation for Premium Payments 

LIC has exempted all premium dues for its 

customers until April 15 on account of the curbs 

placed by the government to contain the spread of 

Covid-19. 

 

The state-owned insurance behemoth that 

dominates three-fourths of the life insurance 
market said on Sunday that the decision was taken 

“in view of prevailing extraordinary circumstances 

in the country on account of Covid-19.” 



FM may Unveil Steps Today to Tackle Covid-19 

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman could 

announce measures to deal with the economic 

impact of Covid-19 in her reply to the Finance Bill 
on Monday. 

She could also propose a threshold of ₹15 lakh 
for the taxation of the income of non-residents 

who don’t pay tax in other jurisdictions, taking 

the sting out of the contentious budget proposal. 

The government is also seeking to raise special 

additional excise duty on petrol and diesel, raising 

revenue for relief measures.  



Special additional excise duty had been raised by 

₹2 each on these commodities on March 14. 

The sharp decline in global crude prices has 

created room for a reduction in prices but instead 

of passing on all the benefits of this to the 

consumer, the government may use some of the 

room to raise taxes to generate funds. 

Sitharaman has already made a broad assessment 
of the impact on select sectors such as financial 

services, tourism, hotels, trade and micro, small 

and medium enterprises (MSMEs) from interactions 

with ministerial colleagues and companies. 

 



Industry has sought a fiscal stimulus of up to 1% of the 

GDP of ₹2 lakh crore, including direct cash transfers of 

up to ₹5,000 for those out of the income tax bracket.  

Some states have already taken the lead and announced 

steps to provide cash to daily wagers as also food 

supplies free of cost.  

Measures including relaxation of various tax 
compliances could be announced in a staggered manner.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has already formed a task 

force under Sitharaman to assess the economic impact of 

Covid-19 and formulate economic measures.  



UK Nurses Spat at, Called ‘Disease Spreaders’ 
Nurses caring for patients in the community have 

been spat at and called ‘disease spreaders’ by 

members of the public, according to England’s 
chief nurse and the Royal College of Nursing. 

The nursing union urged members of the public to 

support the UK’s “socially critical” nursing 

workforce during the coronavirus outbreak. 

The RCN said it had received anecdotal reports of 

community nurses receiving abuse while working in 

uniform.  

Separately, England’s chief nurse Ruth May said 

she had heard reports of nurses being spat at. 



China Starts Clinical Trial for Virus Vaccine 
China has started the first phase of a clinical trial 

for a novel coronavirus vaccine, records show, as 
the world’s scientists race to find a way to combat 
the deadly pathogen. 

It comes after US health officials said last week 
they had started a trial to evaluate a possible 
vaccine in Seattle. 

The Chinese effort began on March 16 — the same 
day as the US announcement — and is expected to 
continue until the end of the year. 

The 108 participants, aged between 18 and 60, 
will be tested in three groups and given different 
dosages. 



They are all residents of the central city of Wuhan 

— where the new coronavirus first emerged late 

last year. 

As the Covid-19 pandemic rages and governments 

step up protection measures, pharmaceutical 

companies and research labs around the world are 

working at full tilt. 

There are currently no approved vaccines or 

medication for the new disease, which has killed 

more than 13,000 people worldwide so far. 
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 Do you know?  

Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  


