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Battery Push 

NITI Aayog wants to build 10 large factories that 
would get subsidies to produce lithium-ion 
batteries used in electric vehicles. 

It has sought Cabinet approval for it. 

Once it gets the nod, the Aayog will invite bids for 
setting up these gigafactories. 

Total capacity of 50 Gigawatt hours (GWh), over 
10 years 

Project cost: $5 billion (₹35,500 crore) 

Currently, India is importing batteries for EVs.  



Faster rollout of battery manufacturing in India is 
a prerequisite for successful electric vehicle 
mission. 

The finance ministry has already okayed the 
Aayog’s proposal to offer ₹700 crore a year in 
subsidies to battery makers, starting 2022.  

Duty-free imports of lithium, iron and cobalt will 
be allowed to power the advanced cell chemistry 
in place of the traditional lead batteries. 

Companies will be awarded contracts based on 
their net worth, production capacity, scale-up plan 
and the extent of localisation. 

 



Budget 



FATF  

Financial Action Task Force 

Pakistan has taken satisfactory steps against 
terror groups. 

3-day review meeting in Beijing evaluated 
Pakistan’s compliance efforts vis-à-vis money 
laundering and terror financing. 

China, United States, United Kingdom, Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, among others, did not make 
any adverse remark on Pakistan’s action plan. 

FATF statement is a major reprieve for Pakistan  



“America needs Pakistan to assist it in 
Afghanistan, as well as in its initiatives to counter 
Iran. 

The delegation from Islamabad is learnt to have 
convinced FATF members that it would swiftly 
complete the action plan to check fund flows to 
terrorist groups. 

Pakistan lobbied hard with the US 

Pakistan’s allies Turkey and Malaysia, tacitly 
backed by FATF chair China, provided three 
necessary votes to avoid blacklisting at last year’s 
FATF meets. 



India Qatar 

India may renegotiate its long-term contract with 
Qatar to import liquefied natural gas (LNG). 

India currently imports 8.5 million tonnes a year 
of LNG from Qatar under longterm contracts at a 
price that’s almost double that of spot market 
rates. 

Such divergence in prices have fuelled thoughts 
that using Qatari gas won’t be sustainable for 
Indian firms and contracts must be reopened. 

India has renegotiated price terms with Russia for 
2.5 million tonnes and for 1.44 million tonnes 
contract with Australia’s Gorgon project. 



National Data Platform 
Released the Vision Document for the National 

Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP) 

AIM: to make all government data accessible to 
stakeholders in a user-friendly manner. 

Given that data is the new oil, we at Niti Aayog 
feel the need to modernise our data system. 

The NDAP will host multiple datasets, present 
them coherently and provide visualisation and 
analytics tools. 

The platform will be powered by a user friendly 
search engine, backed by seamless navigation, 
with a worldclass user interface.  



PDS & DBT 
Public Distribution System (PDS) has brought the 

biggest savings under Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) of 
subsidies so far in the ongoing fiscal year. 

Accounting for nearly 70% of the money saved by the 
government under the DBT scheme. 

The government is claiming that it saved nearly 
₹28,700 crore in the first nine months of 2019-20. 

The central government has pegged the cumulative 
savings under DBT since 2014 at ₹1.7 lakh crore. 

LPG PAHAL subsidy accrued the maximum savings for 
the government under DBT, but the PDS has now 
overtaken it in this aspect. 
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 Do you know?  

Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  


