


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 On January 29, 2020, the NITI Aayog released the 

ranking of Aspirational Districts of the country for the 
month of December 2019.  

 The ranking is released every month. 



Highlights 
 The Chandauli district of UP topped the list followed 

by Bolangir of Odisha, YSR (AP) in second and third 
positions respectively.  

 Sahibanj of Jhatkhand and Hailakandi of Assam were 
placed in fourth and fifth places.  

 The rankings were done for 112 aspirational districts.  

 The districts were selected from six developmental 
areas in December 2019. 



Parameters 
 The areas evaluated during the ranking includes 

Health and Nutrition, agriculture, education, skill 
development, financial inclusion, basic infrastructure 
and water resources. 



Aspirational Districts’ Programme 
 Aspirational Districts are those districts in India, that 

are affected by poor socio-economic indicators. 

 These are aspirational in the context, that 
improvement in these districts can lead to the overall 
improvement in human development in India. 

 The 115 districts were identified from 28 states, at least 
one from each state. 



 At the Government of India level, the programme is 
anchored by NITI Aayog. In addition, individual 
Ministries have assumed responsibility to drive the 
progress of districts. 

 The objective of the program is to monitor the real-
time progress of aspirational districts. 



 ADP is based on 49 indicators from the 5 identified 
thematic areas, which focuses closely on improving 
people’s Health & Nutrition, Education, Agriculture & 
Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, 
and Basic Infrastructure. 

 With States as the main drivers, ADP seeks to focus on the 
strength of each district, identify low-hanging fruits for 
immediate improvement, measure progress, and rank 
districts. 

 The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) is one of the 
largest experiments on outcomes-focused governance in 
the world. 



Contours of the programme 
 Convergence (of Central & State Schemes) which 

brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the 
government. 

 Collaboration (of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ 
Officers & District Collectors) which enables impactful 
partnerships between government, market and civil 
society. 

 Competition among districts driven by a spirit of the 
mass movement, it fosters accountability on district 
governments. 



Impact of ADP 
 Decentralization of Development 

 Inclusive approach 

 Improved Implementation 



Challenges Associated with ADP 
 ADP is affected by the issue pertaining to insufficient 

budgetary resources. 

 ADP is implemented by multiple ministries which 
leads to a lack of coordination. 

 The Delta ranking itself is largely focused on assessing 
quantity (that is, coverage of access) rather than 
quality. 



 A more simplified ranking index is needed with few 
carefully chosen output and outcome measures which 
can more clearly signal national development targets. 

 Financial autonomy to local governments should be 
provided. 

 Independent surveys can be used to validate 
administrative data, this will help improve data 
quality. 

 Building each district’s internal capacity to produce 
reliable and actionable data, and promoting a culture 
of data use, can be made a priority for the ADP. 



 Aspirational Districts’ Programme seeks to remove 
heterogeneity in social-economic indicators reflected 
in prevalent inequality in districts of India. Discuss. 




