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What is 

language?
How language 

is different 

from script?



Language: Spoken sound 

conveying certain meaning.

Language– related to sound, verbal 

communication.

Script- related to visual signs, literal 

communication



 All societies have languages in which certain

spoken sounds convey certain meanings. This is

verbal communication.

 Writing too is verbal communication. But in a

different way. When we talk about writing or

script, we mean that spoken words are represented in

visible signs

Introduction



 Mesopotamia was most well-known for  its 

writing system, called cuneiform

The Development of 

Writing system



Writing System in Mesopotamia



What is the meaning of  ‘cuneiform’?



The word Cuneiform is 

derived from Latin words 

cuenus,meaning ‘wedge ’ and 

forma meaning ‘shape ’

Cuneiform letters were wedge shaped



The Development of 

Writing system

The first Mesopotamian tablets, written around 3200 BCE,

contained picture-like signs and numbers.

These were about 5,000 lists of oxen, fish, bread loaves, etc.



 Writing began when society needed to keep 

records of transactions. 

 Transactions are essentials in cities involving 

many people and variety of goods

Need of Writing



 Mesopotamians wrote on tablets of clay. A

scribe would wet clay and pat it into a size

he could hold comfortably in one hand. He

would carefully smoothen its surfaces. With

the sharp end of a reed(stylus) , he would

press wedge-shaped signs on to the

smoothened surface while it was still moist.

Method of writing in 

Mesopotamia



Method of writing





 Once dried in the sun, the clay would harden and tablets 

would be almost as indestructible as pottery.

Method of writing in 

Mesopotamia



 By 2600 BCE or so, the language was Sumerian.

 It was gradually replaced after 2400 BCE by the 

Akkadian language

Language



 Making dictionaries

 Giving legal validity to land transfers

 Narrating the deeds of kings

 Announcing the changes made by the king in 

the customary law of land 

Other uses of writing



 The system of writing was complex and
difficult.

 The sound that a cuneiform sign represented
was not a single consonant or vowel, but
syllables.

 Thus ,the scribe had to learn hundreds of
signs.

 He had to be able to handle a wet tablet and
get it written before it dried

The system of writing



 Writing was a skilled craft

 It was an enormous intellectual achievement

 It convey in visual form  the system  sounds 

of a particular language

The system of writing



 Very few Mesopotamians could read and

write.

 There were hundreds of signs to learn and

many of these were complex

 So writing was a skilled craft and

intellectual achievement

Literacy





 What is language?

 How language is different from script?

 What do you mean by Cuneiform?

 What type of material did the Sumerians write on?

 How old are the earliest clay tablets of Mesopotamia?

 What were the uses of writing?

 What was the first language of Mesopotamia? 

 What tools were needed to write cuneiform?

 How was writing developed  in Mesopotamia?

 Why was writing a challenge in Mesopotamia?

Sujith K HSST History GHSS Chayoth,Kasargod



Sujith K HSST History,GHSS Chayoth,Kasargod


