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561. E-2025 Initiative is an initiative of”: 

a) World Economic Forum 

b) International Energy Agency 

c) World Health Organization 

d) International Solar Alliance 



Answer: c 

Explanation:  

• WHO launched the E-2025 initiative to halt the transmission of 

malaria in 25 identified countries by 2025. 

• Since 2017, the World Health Organization (WHO) has supported a 

group of 21 malaria-eliminating countries through its special initiative "E-

2020". The goal is to eliminate malaria within the 2020 timeline. 

• The report mentions that eight E-2020 member countries reported 

zero indigenous cases of malaria in 2020.  



• It further mentions that seven E-2020 member countries have 

achieved the elimination milestone of the WHO global malaria 

strategy--  Algeria, Belize, Cabo Verde, China, El Salvador, the 

Islamic Republic of Iran and Malaysia. 



562. Recently, the Getz basin was in news. It is a part of: 

a) Antarctica 

b) Arctic 

c) Australia 

d) North America 



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Scientists from the University of 

Leeds in England have studied a 

chain of glaciers in the Getz 

basin of Antarctica. 

• 14 glaciers in the Getz Basin of 

West Antarctica are thinning by 

an average of 25% between 1994 

and 2018 due to climate change. 



• The Getz basin is part of Antarctica’s largest ice shelf. The 

shelf is subject to more changeable oceanic forcing - a process 

where relatively warm deep ocean water melts the glaciers from 

below - than other Antarctic shelves. 



563. Recently, AUKUS alliance was in news. It is an alliance to 

reshape the relations in which of the following area? 

a) Indian Ocean Region 

b) South-China Sea 

c) Baltic Region 

d) Indo-Pacific Region 



Answer: d 

Explanation:  

• AUKUS is a new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific, 

between Australia, the UK and the US (AUKUS).  

• Recently, France’s reiteration to expand strategic cooperation with 

India has come after the unveiling of a new security alliance 

(AUKUS) by Australia, the UK and the US. 

• Its aim is to build a class of nuclear-propelled submarines, but also 

to work together in the Indo-Pacific region, where the rise of China 

is seen as an increasing threat, and develop wider technologies. 



564. Consider the following statements with regard to the India-Italy 

Bilateral relations  

1. India has recently been identified by Italy as one of the top 

five priority countries for internationalization of business 

2. Italy has supported India’s membership to export control 

regimes like the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), 

Wassenaar Arrangement 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, at a bilateral meet, India and Italy released the Joint 

Statement on Italy-India Strategic Partnership in Energy Transition. 

• The two nations acknowledged significant progress in bilateral 

relations since the adoption of the Action Plan for an enhanced 

Partnership between India and Italy (2020 –2024) in November 2020. 

• Italy has supported India’s membership to export control regimes 

like the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), Wassenaar 

Arrangement and the Australia Group. 



• Italy hosts the third largest Indian community in the European 

Union, with an estimated 1,80,000 people, after the UK and the 

Netherlands. 

• Recently, Italy has joined the International Solar Alliance (ISA). 



 



565. With regard to the recently held India-ASEAN Summit, consider 

the following statements 

1. The Year 2022 has been highlighted as India-ASEAN 

Friendship by the leaders 

2. It was the 18th edition of the Summit 

3. Current chair of ASEAN Summit is Indonesia 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: b 

Explanation: 

• Recently, India participated in the 18th India-ASEAN Summit at the 

invitation of Brunei, the current Chair of ASEAN. 

• The Year 2022 has been highlighted as India-ASEAN Friendship by 

the leaders. 

• India-ASEAN Summit is held every year and provides an 

opportunity for India and Asean to engage at the highest level. 



Key Points of the Summit: 

• The centrality of ASEAN in India’s Act East Policy and in India’s 

Vision for the wider Indo-Pacific Vision has been underlined. 

• Recently, India also addressed the 16th East Asia Summit, where it 

reaffirmed India’s focus on a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific 

and the principle of Asean Centrality in the region. 

• India announced its support for establishing the ASEAN Cultural 

Heritage List to further strengthen India-ASEAN cultural 

connectivity. 



566. In 1947, the United Nations (UN) adopted Resolution 181, 

known as the Partition Plan with the aim of dividing: 

a) India and Pakistan 

b) Israel and Palestine 

c) North Korea and South Korea 

d) Indian and Burma 



Answer: b 

• Recently, on the sidelines of the COP26 summit in Glasgow, the Prime 

Minister of Palestine called for India’s support to play a stabilising role in 

West Asia by maintaining cooperation with all related parties. 

• India in the recent year has been following a de-hyphenation policy 

between Israel and Palestine. 

• The Israeli-Palestinian conflict dates back to the end of the 

nineteenth century. It is linked to the age-old tussle over identity 

and land starting with Jerusalem. 



• In 1947, the United Nations (UN) adopted Resolution 181, known 

as the Partition Plan, which sought to divide the British Mandate of 

Palestine into Arab and Jewish states. This led to unresolved 

conflict between Israel and Palestine. 



567. The Chicago Convention of 1944 is associated with: 

a) Treatment of Prisoners of War 

b) Free Trade Agreement 

c) Health Tourism 

d) Freedom of Air 



Answer: d 

 

• Recently, India has launched a direct flight between Srinagar and 

Sharjah (UAE) operated by budget airline GoFirst (formerly known as 

GoAir). The flight was to operate through Pakistani airspace.  

• However, the flight was denied permission to enter Pakistan and the 

flight had to take a longer route to reach the destination. 

• The freedom of air means a country grants airlines of a particular 

country the privilege to use and/ or land in another country’s 

airspace. €Freedom of air rule emanates from the Chicago 

Convention in 1944.  



• The signatories to the convention decided to set rules that would act 

as fundamental building blocks to international commercial aviation.  

• The convention provides Nine freedoms of air, but only the first five 

freedoms have been officially recognized by the International Civil 

Aviation Organisation (ICAO) 



568. Consider the following pairs 

Countries  Ports 

1. Sri-Lanka - Humbantota 

2. Indonesia - Duqm 

3. Oman - Sabang 

Select the CORRECTLY matched pairs using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: a 

 

• Recently, China handed over the first Type 054A/P frigate (warship) 

to Pakistan. It is named the PNS Tughril. 

• China is also developing Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port after it 

acquired it on 99 years’ lease.  

• The modernisation of the Pakistan Navy coupled with the 

acquisition of the naval bases was expected to shore up the 

Chinese Navy’s presence in the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. 



• India has negotiated agreements with several states in the littoral 

IOR to obtain military access to their bases.  

 

• Such agreements, including access to Indonesia’s strategically-

located deep-sea Sabang port and Oman’s Duqm port, enhance 

New Delhi’s geopolitical positioning as it looks to counter China’s 

“string of pearls. 



569. The Paris-New Delhi-Canberra Axis is announced by: 

a) India 

b) Australia 

c) France 

d) International Solar Association 



Answer: c 

 

• Recently, at the India-France strategic dialogue, both countries 

resolved to expand the defence and security partnership by 

enhancing intelligence sharing, bolstering capabilities, expanding 

military drills and pursuing new initiatives in maritime, space and 

cyber domains. 

• France has called for the creation of a “Paris-New Delhi-Canberra” 

axis in the Indo-Pacific, underscoring India’s growing influence on 

geopolitics in the IOR. 



570. Donbass Region is a part of: 

a) Russia  

b) Ukraine 

c) Iran 

d) Syria 



Answer: b 

 

• Donbas region is a historical, cultural, and economic region in 

south-eastern Ukraine, some of whose territory is occupied by two 

unrecognized separatist states, the Donetsk People's Republic and 

the Luhansk People's Republic. 

• Donbas, a small region in eastern Ukraine adjoining the Russian 

border, is no stranger to military conflicts. 

• With Russia massing 100,000 combat-ready troops just across 

Ukraine's eastern border, many fear an invasion is imminent. DW‘s 



Nick Connolly traveled to Ukraine's war-torn Donbass region and 

talked to residents and soldiers who live on the front line. 

• The current crisis started with the 2013 Euromaidan protests in 

Ukraine. When pro-western protesters forced President Viktor 

Yanukovych to resign in 2014. 
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