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29th December  



Q1. Which of the following statements are correct regarding direct 

democracy only?  

 

a) People vote for representatives who then enact policy 

initiatives. 

b) People directly decide on policies without any intermediary. 

c) Anyone can contest for election without any discrimination  

d) India is a classic example of direct democracy. 



• Ans b 

• Direct democracy or pure democracy is a form of democracy in 

which people decide on policy initiatives directly. This differs 

from the majority of currently established democracies, which 

are representative democracies. In a representative democracy, 

people vote for representatives who then enact policy initiatives. 

In direct democracy, people decide on policies without any 

intermediary. Depending on the particular system in use, direct 

democracy might entail passing executive decisions, the use of 

sortition, making laws, directly electing or dismissing officials, 

and conducting trials. Two leading forms of direct democracy are 

participatory democracy and deliberative democracy. 



• Semi-direct democracies in which representatives administer 

day-to-day governance, but the citizens remain the sovereign, 

allow for three forms of popular action: referendum (plebiscite), 

initiative, and recall. The first two forms—referendums and 

initiatives—are examples of direct legislation. 



Q2. TRIFED has entered into agreements with e-commerce 

platforms like Snapdeal and Amazon to sell the Tribal drink 

‘Mahua’. Which of the following statements are correct regarding 
Mahua?  

 

a) It is an energy drink prepared from the root of Mahua tree.  

b) It is artificial milk with higher protein content derived from the 

sap of Mahua tree.  

c) It is an alcoholic beverage prepared from the flowers of Mahua 

tree.  

d) It is a mineral rich juice derived from the fruits of Mahua tree. 



• Ans c 

• Aiming to do with a traditional tribal drink what Amul did for 

milk - albeit with a little alcohol content - the government is 

planning to bottle and sell mahua in markets across the country. 

Mahua is an alcoholic drink made out of flowers of the mahua 

tree and is a popular summer drink. The government plans to 

sell it as a mildly-alcoholic drink - think Breezer - infused with 

flavours. 



Q3. Indian researchers have recently found an innovative way of 

detecting mercury contamination in water through Raman 

Spectroscopy. Which of the following is correct about Raman 

Spectroscopy?  

 

a) The particles in a solvent are rotated in a Raman centrifuge at high 

speed and particles get separated according to weight  

b) A laser light is scattered by a material in specific pattern detected 

as Raman Spectrum.  

c) A material is allowed with a metallic Solvent and provides a 

specific colour to the mixture allowing the detection of material.  

d) Specific mercury ingesting bacteria are added to the 

contaminated mixture, with increase in bacterial population, 

contamination is detected. 



• Ans b 

• Raman spectroscopy is a spectroscopic technique based on 

inelastic scattering of monochromatic light, usually from a laser 

source. Inelastic scattering means that the frequency of 

photons in monochromatic light changes upon interaction with 

a sample. Photons of the laser light are absorbed by the sample 

and then reemitted. Frequency of the reemitted photons is 

shifted up or down in comparison with original monochromatic 

frequency, which is called the Raman effect. This shift provides 

information about vibrational, rotational and other low 

frequency transitions in molecules. Raman spectroscopy can be 

used to study solid, liquid and gaseous samples. 



Q4. Which of the following ancient ports is not correctly matched 

with the current states of India?  

 

a) Lothal – Gujarat  

b) Muziris – Karnataka  

c) Poompuhar – Tamil Nadu  

d) Arikamedu – Pondicherry 



• Lothal Port The oldest port in India, Lothal was an important 

port city of Indus valley civilization and was located in today’s 
Bhal region of Gujarat. Existed about 4500 years ago, the 

remains of the port city of Lothal were discovered in 1954 and 

were excavated by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) from 

13 February 1955 to 19 May 1960. 

• Muziris Port Muziris, the ancient port city located in today’s 
Indian state of Kerala, was one of the most important trading 

ports in the world almost 2,000 years ago. Existed in the first 

century BC, the Muziris port had played a significant role in 

connecting the region with the Persians, the Phoenicians, the 

Assyrians, the Greeks, the Egyptians and the Roman Empire.  



• Poompuhar Port Poompuhar, also known as Puhar, is believed 

to be the Port town of Chozha Empire. Located in the current 

Nagapattinam district in Tamil Nadu, the ancient ports city, also 

named as Kaveripoompattinam in historic documents. 

• Arikamedu Port Arikamedu, located in today’s Puducherry, a 

union territory of India, is known as the port of Podouke in 

historical documents. With mentions in the Periplus Maris 

Erytheaae and Tamil poems of the Sangam period, Arikamedu is 

believed to be an active trading port of the region with the 

Roman Empire as early as second century BC 



Q5. Niyuktis are considered to be one of the most important 

literature of Jainism.  

Which of the following statements regarding Niyuktis are correct? 

 1. It is believed to have been written by Saint Sthulabahu.  

2. It is written in prose form.  

3. It is a critique of Digambar philosophy of Jainism.  

Select the code from below:  

a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 

 c) 1 and 3  

d) None of the above  
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• Ans d 

• The Agama literature is voluminous comprising of 12 Angas, 12 

Upangas, 4 Mulas, 2 Chulika Sutras, 6 Cheda Sutras, and 10 

Prakirnakas. Agamas have commentaries like the Niryuktis and 

Bhasyas which are in poetry style, while the commentaries written 

in prose style are known as Curnis. Niryuktis - said to be 

composed by Bhadrabahu, the second. They contain philosophical 

discussions on matters such as the existence of the soul, analysis 

of knowledge, and meaning etc.  

• Bhasyas contain a detailed account of all the subjects of Jaina 

philosophy. Jinabhadra and Sanghadas Gani were the two famous 

Bhasyakaras. Jinabhadra's Bhasyas contain information on 

multiple subjects while Sanghadas Gani had limited himself to the 

problems of epistemology and the ethics of Jain Sadhus.  



• Curnis are short commentaries in prose similar to the Jatakas of 

Buddhist literature. Jinadasa Mahattara is a prominent 

Curnikara The Digambara tradition of Jains believes that all of 

the Agamas are lost except the 12th, known as the Drstivada. 

Satkhandagama and Kasaya-pahuda are the two important epics 

of Jaina  religion 

 



Q6. The entire state of Nagaland has been declared "disturbed area" for six more 

months, till June-end, under AFSPA. Which of the following steps can be taken by 

the armed forces under AFSPA?  

 

1. After giving such due warning, Fire upon or use other kinds of force even if it 

causes death, against the person who is acting against law or order in the 

disturbed area for the maintenance of public order 

 2. To arrest without a warrant anyone who has committed cognizable offences or is 

reasonably suspected of having done so. 

 3. Army officers have legal immunity for their actions. There can be no 

prosecution, suit or any other legal proceeding against anyone acting under that 

law. 

 

Select the code from following 

a) 1 and 2  

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3  

d) All of the above  



• Ans d 

• According to the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), in an 

area that is proclaimed as "disturbed", an officer of the armed 

forces has powers to:  

•  After giving such due warning, Fire upon or use other kinds of 

force even if it causes death, against the person who is acting 

against law or order in the disturbed area for the maintenance of 

public order,  Destroy any arms dump, hide-outs, prepared or 

fortified position or shelter or training camp from which armed 

attacks are made by the armed volunteers or armed gangs or 

absconders wanted for any offence.  

• To arrest without a warrant anyone who has committed cognizable 

offences or is reasonably suspected of having done so and may 

use force if needed for the arrest.  

• To enter and search any premise in order to make such arrests, or 

to recover any person wrongfully restrained or any arms, 

ammunition or explosive substances and seize it.  



•  Any person arrested and taken into custody under this Act shall 

be made present over to the officer in charge of the nearest 

police station with least possible delay, together with a report of 

the circumstances occasioning the arrest.  

• Army officers have legal immunity for their actions. There can be 

no prosecution, suit or any other legal proceeding against 

anyone acting under that law. Nor is the government's judgment 

on why an area is found to be disturbed subject to judicial review.  

•  Protection of persons acting in good faith under this Act from 

prosecution, suit or other legal proceedings, except with the 

sanction of the Central Government, in exercise of the powers 

conferred by this Act. 



Q7. The central banks of the UAE and Saudi Arabia will launch a 

common digital currency called Aber. Which of the following 

statements is/are correct regarding ‘Aber’? 

 1. It will replace the circulation of current currency in both the 

countries.  

2. Aber will be used for financial settlements between the two 

countries through Blockchains and Distributed Ledgers 

technologies.  

3. Aber will be made a legal tender currency and it will be 

compulsory by law to accept Aber.  

Select the code from following: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only  

 c) 1 and 3  

 d) 2 and 3 



• Ans b 

• The common digital currency called ‘Aber’ will be used in 
financial settlements between the two countries through 

blockchains and distributed ledgers technologies, a statement 

from the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority (SAMA) and the UAE 

Central Bank said. The project will study the feasibility of the 

currency through “practical application” and determine its 
impact on reducing remittances costs while assessing the 

technical risks. It will also establish an additional means for the 

central financial transfer systems of the two countries and 

enable banks to directly deal with each other in conducting 

financial remittances. 



Q8. Consider the following statements regarding Bio-gas  

1. It is a combination of methane and carbon dioxide. 

2. It is formed by anaerobic digestion of organic materials.  

3.normally burns without smoke and has a high heating capacity. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

  a) 1 and 2 only  

  b) 1 and 3 only  

  c) 2 and 3 only 

  d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 



Q9. With reference to the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) and the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES), which of the following statements is/are correct ? 

 1. IUCN is an organ of the United Nations and CITES is an 

international agreement between governments.  

2. IUCN runs thousands of field projects around the world to better 

manage natural environments.  

3. IUCN congresses have produced several key international 

environmental agreements including the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and the CITES.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only  

 (c) 1 and 2 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans b 

• • IUCN is not an organ of UN and it gives technical suggestion to 
CBD and CITES. 



Q10. Operation Save Kurma, often in news, is about  

 

(a) Indian Gazelle 

(b) Monitor Lizard 

(c) Gangetic Dolphins  

(d) Turtles 



• Ans d 

• The operation was conducted to combat the proliferating illegal 

trade of live turtles and its parts from the country to 

destinations abroad 
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