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• A Conference 

In a conference the principle bodies are established for 
further deliberations if any required on the broad theme for 
which the conference is called for.  



A Convention 

 a meeting or gathering to formulate or deliberate on a generally 
accepted principle, a framework in which the parties decide the basic 
guidelines. 

 



• A Protocol  

to the convention is an agreement that diplomatic negotiators 
formulate and sign as the basis for a final convention where the 
parties set specific aims or legal obligations.  

 

Treaty 

 A treaty is an agreement where the parties to it negotiate to reach 
common ground and avoid further conflict or disagreement. 
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Ramsar Convention 

• The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is an 
intergovernmental treaty. 

 

•  Providing the framework for national action and international cooperation for 
the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. 

• The Convention was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came 
into force in 1975 after UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization), the Convention’s depositary received the instruments 
of accession from the countries. 

• The RAMSAR Secretariat is based at the headquarters of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in Gland, Switzerland. 

• World Wetlands Day is celebrated on February 2nd. 
 

 
 



Stockholm Convention 

• It is a convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 

• It was adopted in 2001 in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• It came into force in 2004. 

 



• The Stockholm Convention is perhaps best understood as having 
five essential aims: 

• Eliminate dangerous POPs, starting with the 12 worst 

• Support the transition to safer alternatives 

• Target additional POPs for action 

• Cleanup old stockpiles and equipment containing POPs 

• Work together for a POPs-free future 

 



CITES 

• The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an international agreement to which States 
and regional economic integration organizations adhere voluntarily. 

• CITES entered into force in July 1975. Currently there are 183 Parties 
(include countries or regional economic integration organizations). 

• Aim: Ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and 
plants does not threaten their survival. 

• The CITES Secretariat is administered by UNEP (The United Nations 
Environment Programme) and is located at Geneva, Switzerland. 
 

• It plays a coordinating, advisory and servicing role in the working of the 
Convention (CITES). 

 



Bonn Convention 

•  It is the only convention that deals with taking or harvesting of 
species from the wild. It currently protects 173 migratory species 
from across the globe. 

• Enforcement Year: The Convention came into force on November 
1, 1983. The Secretariat that administers the Convention was 
established in 1984. 

• Parties: As of 1st November 2019, there were 130 Parties to the 
Convention– 129 countries plus the 

• Marine Turtles, Siberian and Dugong are a part of the conservation 
under this convention which are related to India. 

 



 Vienna Convention 

• The convention was adopted on 22nd March, 1985 by the 
conference   Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone 
Layer is a Multilateral Environmental Agreement. 

• It is under the Vienna convention of 1985 was the starting point of 
the global cooperation for protection of ozone layer. Later, 
adoption of Montreal protocol on substances that deplete ozone 
layer on 1987, the amendment in Montreal protocol in London 
(1990) and Vienna (1995). 

• India became a Party to the Vienna Convention for the Protection 
of Ozone Layer on 19 June 1991 and the Montreal Protocol on 
substances that deplete the ozone layer on 17 September 1992. 

 



Montreal Protocol 

• The Protocol came into force in 1989. 

• The protocol settargets for reducing the consumption and production 
of a range of ozone depletingsubstances. 

• In a major innovation the protocol recognized that all nations should 
not betreated equally. The agreement acknowledges that certain 

countries have contributed too zone depletion more than others. 

• India became a Party to the Montreal Protocol on substances that 
deplete the ozone layer on 17 September 1992. Consequently, it 
ratified the Copenhagen, Montreal and Beijing Amendments in 2003. 



Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

• It is a convention for the conservation of biological diversity. 

• It was adopted in 1992 

• It came into force in 1993. 

 

• India is a Party to the CBD. India has made significant positive 
contributions in these negotiations.ndia signed the Protocol on 11th 
May 2011, and ratified it on 9th October, 2012. 

 



 Kyoto Protocol 

• The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997. 

• India ratified Kyoto Protocol in 2002. 

• The Kyoto Protocol came into force in February 2005. 

• There are currently 192 Parties. 

• USA never ratified Kyoto Protocol. 

• Canada withdrew in 2012. 

• Goal: Fight global warming by reducing greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere to “a level that would prevent 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.” 

 



• India has ratified the second commitment period of the 
Kyoto Protocol that commits countries to contain the 
emission of greenhouse gases, reaffirming its stand on 
climate action.  

 

• In a brief statement, India’s Permanent Mission to the UN 
said that India deposited its Instrument of Acceptance of 
the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol under the UN 
Convention on Climate Change 

 



United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

• In 1992, countries joined an international treaty, the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, as a framework for 
international cooperation to combat climate change by limiting average 
global temperature increases and the resulting climate change, and 
coping with impacts that were, by then, inevitable. 

• The primary goals of the UNFCCC were to stabilize greenhouse gas 
emissions atlevels that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the global climate. 

• The convention embraced the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities which has guided the adoption of a regulatory structure. 

• India signed the agreement inJune 1992 which was ratified in November 
1993. 

 



Rio Summit 

• In continuation of Stockholm Declaration, 1972 and the Nairobi 
Declaration,1982 the third major Declaration was held in Rio-de-Janeiro 
in Brazil in the year 1992. Hence it is termed as Rio-Declaration and 
attended by over 150 countries. 
 

• Objective: The Rio Declaration was adopted in the conference 
recognizing the universal and integral nature of Earth and by 
establishing a global partnership among states and enlisting general 
rights and obligations on environmental protection. 
 

• India has provided a well-argued framework for implementing the 
themes of the conference. 
 



UNCCD 

• It is a United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 
• It was adopted in 1994. 
• It came into force in 1996. 
• The convention aims at tackling desertification through national, 

regional and sub-regional action programmes. India hosts the network 
on agroforestry and soil conservation. 

• India became a signatory to UNCCD on 14th October 1994 and ratified it 
on 17th December 1996. 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change is the nodal 
Ministry in the Government of India for the UNCCD, and Desertification 
Cell is the nodal point within the Ministry to coordinate all issues 
pertaining to the Convention. 
 



 



 Basel Convention 

• It is an international treaty that was designed to reduce the 
movements of hazardous waste between nations, and specifically to 
prevent transfer of hazardous waste from developed to less 
developed countries (LDCs). 

• It does not address the movement of radioactive waste. 

• The Convention is also intended to minimize the amount and toxicity 
of wastes generated, to ensure their environmentally sound 
management and to assist LDCs in environmentally sound 
management of the hazardous and other wastes they generate. 

 



• It was adopted in 1989. 

• It came into force in 1992. 

 

• India ratified the convention andenacted Hazardous Wastes 
Management Rules Act 1989, encompasses some of theBasal 
provisions related to the notification of import and export of 
hazardous wastes,illegal traffic and liability. 



Cartagena Protocol 

• The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity is an international agreement which aims to ensure the safe 
handling, transport and use of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting 
from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on biological 
diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. It was adopted on 
29 January 2000 and entered into force on 11 September 2003. 

•  
International environmental protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. 

• It was adopted in 2000. 

• It came into force in 2003. 

 



UN-REDD 

• The United Nations Programme on Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD) is a collaborative 
program of Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) & United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 

 

• It is a United Nations Programme on Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation. 

• It was created in 2008. 

 



Nagoya Protocol 

• The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 

Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity is an international agreement 
which aims at sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of 
genetic resources in a fair and equitable way. It entered into force on 
12 October 2014, 90 days after the date of deposit of the fiftieth 
instrument of ratification. 

• It was adopted in 2010. 

• It came into force in 2014. 

 



• COP24 

• It is the 24th meeting of the conference of parties (COP) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

• It took place in 2018. 

• COP21 

• It is the 21st meeting of the conference of parties (COP) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

• It took place in 2018. 

• COP25 

• It is the 25th meeting of the conference of parties (COP) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

• It took place in 2019. 

 

 



Kigali Agreement 

• The Kigali Amendment aims for the phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs) by cutting their production and consumption. 

• Given their zero impact on the depletion of the ozone layer, HFCs are 
currently used as replacements of hydro chlorofluorocarbons(HCFCs) and 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), however they are powerful greenhouse gases. 

• The amendment has entered into force on 1 January 2019 with a goal to 
achieve over 80% reduction in HFC consumption by 2047. 

• The impact of the amendment will avoid up to 0.5 °C increase in global 
temperature by the end of the century. 

• It is a legally binding agreement between the signatory parties with non-
compliance measures. 

 



Minamata Convention 

• It is an international treaty 

• It is an UN Treaty 

• Signed in 2013 

• Aims to protect human health and the environment from anthropogenic 
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds 

• The Convention is named after the Japanese city Minamata. This naming is 
of symbolic importance as the city went through devastating incident of 
mercury poisoning. It is expected that over the next few decades, this 
international agreement will enhance the reduction of mercury pollution 
from the targeted activities responsible for the major release of mercury to 
the immediate environment. 

 



 Rotterdam Convention 

• It is an international environmental convention on Prior Informed 
Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and 
Pesticides in International Trade. 

• It was adopted in 1998. 

• It came into force in 2004. 

 



• The Rotterdam Convention (formally, the Rotterdam Convention on 

the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade) signed in 1998 is a 
multilateral treaty to promote shared responsibilities in relation to 
importation of hazardous chemicals, effective from 2004. 

• The convention promotes open exchange of information and calls on 
exporters of hazardous chemicals to use proper labelling, include 
directions on safe handling, and inform purchasers of any known 
restrictions or bans. 

 



Questions on Environmental Conventions & 

Protocols 

 
• Consider the following statements: Chlorofluorocarbons, known as ozone-

depleting substances, are used 

1 in the production of plastic foams 

2 in the production of tubeless tyres 

3 in cleaning certain electronic components 

4 as pressurizing agents in aerosol cans 

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

• (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

• (b) 4 only 

• (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

• (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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• With reference to a conservation organization called Wetlands 
International’, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1 It is an intergovernmental organization formed by the countries which are 
signatories to Ramsar Convention. 

2 works at the field level to develop and mobilize knowledge, and use the 
practical experience to advocate for better policies. 

• Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

• (a) 1 only 

• (b) 2 only 

• (c) Both 1 and 2 

• (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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• This organization is in partnership but not formed by Ramsar 
convention. The organization was formed in 1954 and Ramsar 
convention was signed in 1971. “Wetlands International”, It is an 
intergovernmental organization formed by the countries which are 
signatories to Ramsar Convention.It works at the field level to develop 
and mobilize knowledge, and use the practical experience to advocate 
for better policies. 



• Consider the following statements: 

1.Under Ramsar Convention, it is mandatory on the part of the Government of India to 
protect and conserve all the wetlands in the territory of India. 

2 The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 were framed by the 
Government of India based on the recommendations of the Ramsar Convention. 

3 The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 also encompass the drainage 
area or catchment regions of the wetlands as determined by the authority. 

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

• (a) 1 and 2 only 

• (b) 2 and 3 only 

• (c) 3 only 

• (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• With reference to ‘Global Environment Facility’, which of the following statements 
is/are correct? 

• 1. It serves as a financial mechanism for ‘Convention on Biological Diversity’ and 
‘United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change’. 

• 2. It undertakes scientific research on environmental issues at the global level 

• 3. It is an agency under OECD to facilitate the transfer of technology and funds to 
underdeveloped countries with a specific aim to protect their environment. 

• (a) 1 only 

• (b) 2 only 

• (c) 1 and 2 

• (d) all the above 
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• An independently operating financial organization, the GEF provides 
grants for projects related to biodiversity, climate change, international 
waters, land degradation, the ozone layer, persistent organic pollutants 
(POPs), mercury, sustainable forest management, food 
security, sustainable cities. 

• The GEF also serves as financial mechanism for the following 
conventions: 

• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

• United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

• Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 

• Minamata Convention on Mercury 
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• With reference to the ‘Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture 
(CACSA)’, which of the following statements is/are correct.” 

• 1.GACSA is an outcome of the Climate Summit held in Paris in 2015. 

• 2. Membership of GACSA does not create any binding obligations. 

• 3.India was instrumental in the creation of GACSA. 

• Select the correct answer using the code given 

• (a) 1 and 3 only 

• (b) 2 only 

• (c) 2 and 3 only 

• (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• 1. Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) was originally developed by FAO (covered in 
VAN) and officially presented and at the Hague Conference on Agriculture, Food 
Security and Climate Change in 2010, through the paper "Climate-Smart 
Agriculture: Policies, Practices and Financing for Food Security, Adaptation and 
Mitigation". The Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA), was 
launched on 23 September 2014 at the UN Climate Summit. 

• 2. GACSA is an inclusive, voluntary and action-oriented multi-stakeholder 
platform on ClimateSmart Agriculture (CSA). Its vision is to improve food security, 
nutrition and resilience in the face of climate change. GACSA aims to catalyse and 
help create transformational partnerships to encourage actions that reflect an 
integrated approach to the three pillars of CSA 

• Hand in Hand, an Indian NGO is a member of GACSA. The Global Alliance for 
Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA), was launched on 23 September 2014 at the 
UN Climate Summit. India was not instrumental in in the creation of GACSA. 



• # “Momentum for Change: Climate Neutral Now” is an initiative 
launched by 

• (a) The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

• (b) The UNEP Secretariat 

• (c) The UNFCCC Secretariat 

• (d) The World Meteorological Organisation 

 



 

The UNFCCC secretariat launched its Climate Neutral Now 

initiative in 2015. The following year, the secretariat launched a 

new pillar under its Momentum for Change initiative focused 

on Climate Neutral Now, as part of larger efforts to showcase 
successful climate action around the world. 


