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10th January  



Q1. Read the following statements carefully and choose the right 

answer from the codes given below: 

 1. Lake Baikal is the deepest lake of the world.  

 2. Pamir Knot is known as the rooftop of the world.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

• Lake Baikal is a rift lake in Russia, located in southern Siberia, 

between Irkutsk Oblast to the northwest and the Buryat Republic to 

the southeast. Lake Baikal is the largest freshwater lake by volume in 

the world, containing roughly 20% of the world’s unfrozen surface 
fresh water. It contains more water than the North American Great 

Lakes combined. Baikal is the world’s deepest lake. It is considered 
among the world’s world’s oldest lake. The lake was declared a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. 



Q2. Which of the following Acts established the first Law Commission 

during British Raj? 

 

(a) Regulating Act, 1773 

(b) Charter Act, 1813  

(c) Charter Act of 1833  

(d) Government of India Act, 1858 



• Ans c 

• India’s first Law Commission was established in 1834 via Charter Act 
of 1833 under the Chairmanship of Lord Macaulay. This law 

commission had recommended codification of the Penal Code, the 

Criminal Procedure Code and a few other matters. After that, three 

more law commissions were established in British Era. The Indian 

Code of Civil Procedure, the Indian Contract Act, the Indian Evidence 

Act, the Transfer of Property Act. etc. are products of the works of 

Law Commissions of British Era. The chairman of second (1853) and 

third (1861) law commissions of British era was Sir John Romilly, 

while that of fourth (1879) was Dr. Whitley Stokes 



Q3.Consider the following alternatives available with the Governor of a 

state:  

1. Give his assent to the bill 

2. Withhold his assent to the bill 

3. Return the bill for reconsideration of the State Legislature  

4. Reserve the bill for the consideration of the President 

 

 Which of the above alternatives are true in the case of a 'Money Bill'?  

 (a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 (b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1 and 2 only  

 (d) 1 only 



• Ans a 

• No money bill can be introduced without the governor’s 
recommendation. Such a bill is a government bill and can be 

introduced only by a minister. It can be introduced only in legislative 

assembly. The bill if passed goes to the legislative council. The 

council can only discuss it and make recommendation. It has to 

return bill in 14 days. The assembly may reject or accept such 

recommendations. The bill is then given to Governor for assent. 

Governor may give or withhold it or sent it for president’s 
consideration. President too may give or withhold assent. But neither 

governor nor president can return the bill for reconsideration. 



Q4.Recently, Krills are shifting south towards Antarctica. Which of the 

following statements best describes the reason for it?  

(a) Low water and oxygen levels as well as possibly toxic algae is 

causing the northern edges of Southern oceans inhabitable.  

(b) Increased frequency of El-Nino in the edges of Southern 

Hemisphere.  

(c) Proliferation of invasive fish species the South Atlantic and Pacific 

Ocean.  

(d) Due to climate change, ocean water at the northern edge of 

Southern Oceans is becoming unhealthy forthem to reproduce 



• Ans d 

• According to a study published in the journal Nature Climate Change, in 

the past 90 years, Antarctic Krill have shifted about 440 km south 

towards Antarctica due to oceans warming which is making it difficult for 

them to reproduce. About Krill: ‘Krill’ is a general term used to describe 
about 85 species of free-swimming, open-ocean crustaceans known as 

euphausiids. Antarctic krill: Pink and opaque, Antarctic krill 

(Euphausiasuperba) is one of the 85 species of krill that lives in the 

Southern Ocean. It is one of the most common species in its range and 

it is not at risk of endangerment or extinction. Thus, it has a least 

concern status by IUCN. During certain times of year, krill congregate in 

swarms so dense and widespread that they can be seen from space. 

Place in food chain: Krill feed on phytoplankton, microscopic, single-

celled plants that drift near the ocean’s surface and live off carbon 
dioxide and the sun’s rays. They in turn are the main staple in the diets 
of literally hundreds of different animals, from fish, to birds, to baleen 

whales. Krill is also caught to make fishmeal or oil that is sold as a 

human health supplement. 



Q5. Consider the following statements about ‘Skill Saathi Youth 

Conclave’:  
1. The Skills Career Counselling Scheme aims to counsel candidates 

from the age group of 15– 35 years focusing on school &college drop-

outs. 

2. It informs the youth of India about vocational education and its 

opportunities. 

 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

• The Skills Career Counseling Scheme Saathi Youth Conclave aims 

to counsel 1 crore candidates from the age group of 15– 35 years 

focusing on School & College drop-outs, young adults from the 

community, college students, polytechnic students, ITI students, 

Diploma students, Graduates, Post-Graduates, NEET category (Not 

in Employment Education or Training), etc. pan India from August 

2018.  

• The objectives of the Skill Saathi Scheme are to create awareness 

about the Skill India Mission and inform the youth of India about 

vocational education and its opportunities. 



Q6.Which of the following is/are correct reasons behind the introduction 

of 'Permanent Settlement System' by the British administration?  

 

(a) To ensure a stable and fixed income for the company. 

(b) To reduce the expenses of the Company on periodic revenue 

settlements and land assessments.  

(c) To create a loyal group of Zamindars whose interests were aligned 

to the continuation of British Raj.  

(d) All of the above 



• Ans d 

• Permanent Settlement System :Also known as Jagirdari, Malguzari or 

Bizwedari, it was introduced in the 19% of total area under British rule. 

This was implemented in states of Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, Northern 

Carnatic and Banaras divisions after the failure of revenue farming 

system in Bengal in which the right to collect revenue was given to the 

highest bidder which was introduced by Lord Warren Hastings.  

• Reasons for Adopting the Permanent Settlement  

• Due to the failure of the 'farming system' adopted by Lord Warren 

Hastings a new system of land revenue was required.  

• The permanent settlement was to ensure a stable and fixed income for 

the company.  

• To reduce the expenses of the Company on periodic revenue 

settlements and land assessments. 
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• It was also to end the corruption by the officials in revenue 

assessments.  

• To reduce the burden of revenue collection on the company and to 

create a loyal group of zamindars whose interests were aligned to 

the continuation of British Raj.  

• The company thought that fixed rates would increase investments in 

agriculture by the zamindars and company could benefit from the 

taxes from increased trade and commerce. 

 



Q7.Consider the following statements with reference to the 'Liquidity 

Adjustment Facility (LAF)‘ 
1. It is a quantitative monetary policy tool for modulating short-term 

liquidity in an economy.  

2. LAF consists of repo and reverse repo operations.  

3. The LAF corridor is always 100 basis points.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans b 

• LAF Corridor is the difference between repo rate and reverse repo 

rate. This is not necessarily 100 points. At present, the difference is 

50 points. 



Q8.Consider the following tectonic plates: 

1. Eurasian plate  

2. Nazca plate  

3. Cocos plate  

4. Indo-Australian plate 

5. North American plate  

 

Which of the following are the major tectonic plates of the world? 

 (a) 2 and 4 only 

 (b) 1, 4 and 5 only  

 (c) 2, 3 and 4 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 5 only 



Ans b 

Major tectonic plates  

1. Antarctica and the surrounding oceanic plate  

2. North American plate  

3. South American plate 

4. Pacific plate  

5. India-Australia-New Zealand plate 

6. Africa with the eastern Atlantic floor plate  

7. Eurasia and the adjacent oceanic plate 



 Minor tectonic plates  

1. Cocos plate: Between Central America and Pacific plate  

2. Nazca plate: Between South America and Pacific plate 

3. Arabian plate: Mostly the Saudi Arabian landmass  

4. Philippine plate: Between the Asiatic and Pacific plate 

5. Caroline plate: Between the Philippine and Indian plate (North of New 

Guinea) 

6. Fuji plate: North-east of Australia.  

7. Turkish plate, 8. Aegean plate (Mediterranean region),  

9. Caribbean plate,  

10. Juan de Fuca plate (between Pacific and North American plates) 

11. Iranian plate. 

 



Q9. Which among the following statement(s) is/are correct with 
reference to 'Sundarban Delta'?  

1. It has derived its name from Sundari tree. 

2. It is the world's largest and fastest growing delta.  

3. It is UNESCO's World Heritage Site.  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:  

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

 

• Sundarbans is vast contiguous mangrove forest ecosystem in the 

coastal region of Bay of Bengal spread across India and Bangladesh. It 

covers approximately 10,000 square kilometres of area of which 60% is 

in Bangladesh and remaining in India. It is located in delta region of 

Padma, Meghna and Brahmaputra river basins. It is the largest tidal 

halophytic mangrove forest in the world. It was recognized as UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 1987. Sundarbans forests are known for Royal 

Bengal Tiger and other numerous species of animals, including Chital 

Deer, Crocodile and Snakes. It is facing threat from climate change and 

rise in sea level. It also faces threat from widespread construction and 

clearing of mangrove forests for fisheries. 



• The Indian Sundarban met four of the nine criteria required for the 

status of ‘Wetland of International Importance’ — presence of rare 

species and threatened ecological communities, biological diversity, 

significant and representative fish and fish spawning ground and 

migration path.The Ramsar website points out that the Indian 

Sundarban is also home to a large number of “rare and globally 
threatened species, such as the critically endangered northern river 

terrapin (Batagurbaska), the endangered Irrawaddy dolphin 

(Orcaellabrevirostris), and the vulnerable fishing cat 

(Prionailurusviverrinus) 

 



Q10. Consider the following countries:  

1. Iraq  

2. Saudi Arabia  

3. UAE 4. Nigeria  

5. Venezuela  

 

Arrange the countries in descending order of India's crude oil import 

(Million Tonne)? 

(a) 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5  

(b) 1 - 2 - 4 - 3 - 5  

(c) 2 - 1 - 3 - 5 - 4  

(d) 2 - 1 - 4 - 3 - 5 



• Ans a 

 



Q11. Consider the following statements about the Indian National 
Congress:  

1. The first session of the Congress was held at Bombay in 1885.  

2. The second session of the Congress was presided by 
DadabhaiNaoroji.  

3. Mahatma Gandhi was the president of the Congress only once.  

 

Which of the statements given above are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

 

• On 28 December 1885, the Indian National Congress was founded at 

GokuldasTejpal Sanskrit College in Bombay, with 72 delegates in 

attendance. The first meeting was originally scheduled for Pune but 

due to plague outbreak, the venue was shifted to Mumbai. The first 

Session of INC was held from 28-31 December 1885, and was 

attended by 72 delegates. A O Hume assumed office as the General 

Secretary. Womesh Chandra Bonnerjee of Calcutta was elected 

President. The additional British Members were William Wedderburn 

and Justice John Jardine. All others were the Hindus from Calcutta and 

Madras Presidency.  

• The second session of Indian National Congress met at Calcutta in 

December 1886 under DadabhaiNaoroj 

• Gandhiji became the president of Indian National Congress only once 

that is in 1924 at the Belgaum session of Indian National Congress. 



Q12.Consider the following statements about 'Rajya Sabha':  

1. Rajya Sabha is never fully dissolved. 

2. Rajya Sabha members are elected by the elected members of State 

Legislative Assembly. 

3. The number of members to be elected from each State for Rajya Sabha 

has been fixed by the Fourth schedule of the Constitution.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• Unlike Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved by anyone. It can 

carry out some administrative functions even when the lower house is 

dissolved.  

• The representatives of the States and of the Union Territories in the 

Rajya Sabha are elected by the method of indirect election. The 

representatives of each State and two Union territories are elected by 

the elected members of the Legislative Assembly of that State and by 

the members of the Electoral College for that Union Territory, as the 

case may be, in accordance with the system of proportional 

representation by means of the single transferable vote. 

•  Fourth schedule enumerates the allocation of Rajya Sabha seats to 

States or Union Territories. 
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