


Follow me on

Telegram: AnirudhSir
(For PDF)

Twitter: @anirudh_23





Consider the following

1. Star tortoise

2. Monitor lizard

3. Pygmy hog

4. Spider monkey

Which of the above found in India?

1, 2 and 3 only

2 and 3 only

1 and 4 only

1, 2, 3 and 4



Which one of the following is the national aquatic animal of India?

1. Saltwater crocodile

2. Olive ridley turtle

3. Gangetic dolphin

4. Gharial



If you want to see gharials in their natural habitat, which one of the 
following is the best place to visit?

1. Bhitarkanika Mangroves

2. Chambal river

3. Pulicat Lake

4. Deepor Beel



IUCN

The International Union for Conservation of Nature is an NGO that works to 
achieve the following goals:

To provide scientific data on the status of species and subspecies at a global 
level.

To address the factors of concern and spread awareness regarding the species 
and biodiversity extinction.

IUCN maintain red list that provides taxonomic data, conservation status and 
distribution information on species that are facing high risk of global extinction



IUCN Red List Category



IUCN Red List Criteria



Saharan Silver Ant
Recently, scientists have discovered the world’s fastest ant-

The Saharan silver ant, which runs at speeds of 108 times 
their body length per second which is equivalent of 360mph 

in humans.

The Saharan silver ant is found in the sand dunes of the 
northern Sahara. 

The ants scavenge the corpses of other creatures during 
the hottest part of the day. 

To survive the heat, the ants have silvery hairs that reflect 
the sun’s rays. 



Tamil Yeoman 
Tamil Yeoman (Cirrochroa thais), a butterfly species 

endemic to Western Ghats has been declared as the state 
butterfly of Tamil Nadu. 

It is also known as Tamil Maravan, which means warrior

Maharashtra was the first state to declare Blue Mormon as 
its state butterfly; followed by Uttarakhand (Common 
peacock), Karnataka (Southern bird wings) and Kerala 

(Malabar banded peacock) and now Tamil Nadu



Maharashtra State Butterfly Uttarakhand State Butterfly

Blue Mormon Common Peacock



Karnataka State Butterfly Kerala State Butterfly

Southern bird wings Malabar banded peacock



Purple frog 
Purple frog (Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis) could soon be 

designated as Kerala’s state amphibian. 

It is endemic to the Western Ghats.

It can be called as a ‘living fossil’ as its evolutionary roots 
suggest it could have shared space with dinosaurs almost 

70 million years ago.

It is also known as the ‘Maveli’ frog/pig-nosed frog

IUCN Status: Endangered

EDGE list: Ranked Third



EDGE 

Evolutionarily Distinct and Globally Endangered (EDGE) species are animal 
species which have a high EDGE score, a metric combining endangered 

conservation status with distinctiveness of taxon. 

The Zoological Society of London (ZSL) launched a global conservation initiative, 
the EDGE of Existence Programme in 2007.

Other major species in the list are Bengal Florican, Ganges River Dolphin, 
Hawksbill Turtle and Gharial.



Gangetic River Dolphin
It is among the four freshwater dolphins in the world. Its 
presence indicates the health of the riverine ecosystem. 

It is national aquatic animal of India.

It is found in Ganga and Brahmaputra and their tributaries

IUCN status Endangered

Threats: dumping of single-use plastic, industrial pollution, 
fishing and dredging



It is known to make strange sounds when it breathes, earning it the common 
name 'Susu'. 

It is also called a blind dolphin because it doesn’t have a crystalline eye lens and 
uses echolocation to navigate and hunt

The annual Ganges river dolphin census (2019) was undertaken by World Wide 
Fund for Nature-India in collaboration with the Uttar Pradesh Forest 

Department.

It was done along about 250-km-long riverine stretch of Upper Ganga between 
Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary and Narora Ramsar site. 



Gharial
They are a fresh-water crocodile. 

They live in deep fast-flowing rivers with high sand banks 
that they use for basking and building nests.

In India major ‘breeding’ populations are confined to two 
Chambal and Girwa rivers only. 

IUCN Red List-Critically Endangered

Listed in Schedule 1 under Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972.



India's Starry Dwarf Frog
The thumbnail-sized species was discovered in India's 

Western Ghats.

The new species is the only member of an ancient lineage 
that goes back tens of millions of years and also represents 

the discovery of a new subfamily.

Researchers still do not know its life cycle, the sound of its 
call or whether the species is threatened or endangered



Scientists have named the frog Astrobatrachus kurichiyana for its constellation-
like markings and the indigenous people of Kurichiyarmala, the hill range where 

it was found. 

The researchers have nicknamed them starry dwarf frogs because they're 
around the size of an adult's thumb, have an orange belly, a brown back and are 

covered in white spots.



Houbara Bustard

It is a large bustard that lives in arid climates, residing in 
North Africa and Asia. 

IUCN status: Vulnerable 

Threats: poaching, unregulated hunting, habitat 
degradation



Duck- billed Platypus

IUCN recently downgraded the platypus’ conservation 
status to Near Threatened. 

It is a small amphibious Australian mammal. 

Australia’s drought, and effects of climate change are 
pushing duck-billed platypus, a globally unique mammal, 

towards extinction. 



Chinese Paddle Fish (Psephurus gladius)

It has been declared extinct after no new sightings 
reported since 2009.

It was one of the world’s largest freshwater fish and was 
known for its long nose and hugemouth.

It had existed since 200 million years ago.



Indian Flapshell Turtle

The flapshell turtle, which is smaller in size, is killed for its 
meat which is considered a delicacy in both Bengal and 

Bangladesh. 

It is listed as Least Concerned under IUCN Red list. 



Indian Peacock Softshell Turtles

Indian peacock softshell turtles are categorised as 
Vulnerable in IUCN Red list.

It is also listed in schedule-I of the Wildlife Protection Act 
and Appendix – I of CITES. 

The species is heavily exploited for its meat and calipee (the 
outer cartilaginous rim of the shell).



Irrawaddy dolphins
146 endangered Irrawaddy dolphins were sighted in Chilika

Lake.

Lake is home to their highest single lagoon population.

It lives in brackish water near the coasts or mouths of the 
rivers in South and Southeast Asia.

Their total population is estimated to be less than 7,500 
(almost 80% in Bangladesh).

IUCN status: Endangered (EN)



Chlamydomonas nivalis
Recently, red snow was seen on coast of Antarctica’s 

northernmost peninsula.

Red snow is being caused due to a unicellular 
photosynthetic alga species, Chlamydomonas nivalis which 
exists in snow in the polar and glacial regions, and carries a 

red pigment (carotenoids) to keep itself warm.

The algae thrive in freezing water and spend winters lying 
dormant in snow and ice; when summer comes and the 
snow melts, the algae bloom, spreads red, flower-like 

spores



Orangutan
IUCN : Critically Endangered (CR) 

CITES : Appendix 1

Recently, India’s only orangutan died in Odisha’s 
Nandankanan Zoological Park.

She was brought from Singapore to Pune’s Rajiv Gandhi 
Zoological Park and later shifted to Odisha. 

Orangutans are one of the world’s three surviving species 
of great apes and are native to Indonesia and Malaysia.



Chinkara gazelles
Chinkara gazelles survives in the dry habitats and does not 

require much water for their survival. 

They get their moisture from dew, eating vegetation, fruits 
and other similar sources. 

IUCN Status: Least Concern
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