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19th January 



Q1. Which of the following were fixed for Mansabdars under Mansabdari 

System during Mughal Period?  

1. Rank and Status  

2. Salary  

3. Number of horsemen required to be maintained 

4. Amount of land revenue to be collected 

 

 Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans b 

 

• Mansabdari System  The Mansabdari System, as it developed under 

the Mughals, was a distinctive and unique system. Along with 

Mansabdari system, Akbar also reformed the revenue system and 

introduced two new concepts namely ‘Zat’ and ‘Sawar.’  
•  The Zat rank signified the personal status of an individual in the 

imperial hierarchy. Zat had fixed salary. 



•  Classification of Mansab  

•  There were sixty-six grades or Mansabs from ten to ten thousand. 

However, ranks above five thousand were reserved for princes.  Persons 

holding ranks below 500 Zat were called ‘Mansabdars;’ Persons holding 
ranks somewhere between 500 and 2,500 were known as ‘Amirs:’ and 
Persons holding ranks of 2,500 and above were known as ‘Amir-i-umda’ 
or ‘Amir-i-azam.’  

•  All employees of these ranks were expected to maintain a stipulated 

quota of horses, elephants, beasts of burden (camels and mules), and 

carts from their own salary.  

•  For meeting the financial requirements of all levels of Mansabdars, they 

were paid very handsomely.  

•  A Mansabdar was allowed to retain 5% of the total salary of the sawars 

in order to meet various contingent expenses. In addition to this, he (a 

Mansabdar) had been given two rupees for every sawar that he 

maintained. This amount had been given to compensate him for his 

efforts and the larger responsibility (integrated into this work) 

 



Q2. Which among the following statements are correct with respect to 

‘Indian Peninsular Plateau’?  
1. Southern plateau block is formed mainly of granite and gneiss.  

2. Deccan lava plateau is an elevated tableland consists of horizontally 

arranged lava sheets.  

3. Malwa plateau dominates the Vindhyan scraps, forming the northern 

flank of the Plateau.  

4. Trough of Narmada and Tapi rivers are interposed between the 

Vindhyan and the Satpura ranges. 

 

 Choose the correct answer from the codes given below:  

 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 



• Ans a 

 

• The Southern plateau block is formed mainly of granite and gneiss.  

It is composed of extensive lava flow and is covered with black soils.  

The Malwa Plateau roughly forms a triangle based on the Vindhyan 

Hills, bounded by the Aravali Range in the west and Madhya Bharat 

Pathar to the north and Bundelkhand to the east.  

• The trough of the Narmada and Tapi are interposed between the 

Vindhyan and the Satpura ranges. 

 



Q3. If the Prime Minister of India belongs to the Rajya Sabha, then which 

among the following statements are correct?  

1. He will not be able to vote in his favour in the event of a No-Confidence 

motion.  

2. He will not be able to speak on the Budget in the Lower House.  

3. He can make statements only in the Upper House.  

4. He is still the leader of the majority party in the Lok Sabha.  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes give below:  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 3 and 3 only  

(d) 1 and 4 only 



• Ans d 

 

• Council of Ministers from either of the house can participate in the 

Proceedings of both houses but can vote only in the house they 

represent. They can participate in Budgetary proceedings and are 

the leader of their respective parties 



Q4. ‘Special 301 Report’ of the United States deals with which of the 
following? 

 

(a) Terrorist funding infrastructure  

(b) Nuclear capable missile technology  

(c) Intellectual Property Rights  

(d) Cyber security related international agreements 



• Ans c 

 

• Special 301 Report deals with Intellectual Property Rights. 
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Q5. Consider following statements about ‘Food Chains’ in an ecosystem: 
1. Grazing food chain (GFC) is the major conduit for energy flow in an 

aquatic ecosystem.  

2. A much larger fraction of energy flows through the detritus food chain 

than through the GFC in a terrestrial ecosystem.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

 

• In a grazing food chain, energy and nutrients move from plants to the 

herbivores consuming them, and to the carnivores or omnivores preying 

upon the herbivores. In a detrital food chain, dead organic matter of 

plants and animals is broken down by decomposers, e.g., bacteria and 

fungi, and moves to detrivores and then carnivores. 

• In deep-water aquatic ecosystems, with their low standing biomass, 

rapid turnover of organisms, and high rate of harvest, the grazing food 

chain may be dominant.  

• In a terrestrial ecosystem, a much larger fraction of energy flows 

through the detritus food chain than through the grazing food chain. 



Q6. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI)’:  
1. CBI operates under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Home Affairs.  

2. CBI can probe the cases of any state on its own without the permission 

of respective state governments. 3. Its investigative and jurisdiction 

powers are governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 



• Ans c 

 

• CBI comes under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions.  

• CBI cannot probe the cases of any state on its own because law and 

order come under the state list. The state can make a request to 

investigate a certain case. Central Government authorizes CBI to 

investigate cases in any state. However, it takes up cases as directed 

by the Supreme Court and the High Courts. Supreme Court, High Court 

can ask CBI to investigate without the state’s consent.  
• Central Bureau of Investigation itself was not established via any act of 

the parliament, yet it derives its power of investigation from the Delhi 

Special Police Establishment Act 1946. 



Q7. Consider the following statements 

1. A good having close substitutes will have an elastic demand and a 

good with no close substitutes will have an inelastic demand.  

2. If the income level of consumers is high, the elasticity of demand is 

less. 

3. The price elasticity of demand is likely to be high for necessities and 

low for luxuries.  

 

Which of the above statements are correct about ‘Price Elasticity of 
Demand’? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3  

(d) 1 and 3 only 



• Ans a 

 

• Price Elasticity of Demand: Price elasticity of demand measures the 

responsiveness of demand of a good to a change in its price.  

• A good having close substitutes will have an elastic demand and a 

good with no close substitutes will have an inelastic demand. For 

example: commodities such as pen, cold drink, car, etc. have close 

substitutes. When the price of these goods rise, the price of their 

substitutes remaining constant, there is proportionately greater fall in 

the quantity demanded of these goods. That is, their demand is elastic. 

Commodities such as prescribed medicines and salt have no close 

substitutes and hence, have an inelastic demand.  



• If the income level of consumers is high, the elasticity of demand is 

less. It is because change in the price will not affect the quantity 

demanded by a greater proportion. But in low income groups, the 

elasticity of demand is high.  

• The price elasticity of demand is likely to be low for necessities and 

high for luxuries. A necessity is a good or service that the consumer 

must have such as food (bread, milk) and medicines. Luxuries are 

goods that are enjoyable but not essential. For example: eating in a 5-

Star hotel. If the prices of necessities rise, then demand will not fall by 

a greater proportion because their purchase cannot be delayed. That 

is why; the price elasticity of demand in case of necessity is low 



Q8. In Buddhism, what does ‘Pratimokha’ stands for? 

 

(a) A description of Mahayana Buddhism.  

(b) A description of Hinayana Buddhism 

(c) The rules of the Sangha.  

(d) The questions of King Menander.  



• Ans c 

 

• The Pratimoksha Vows: The Pratimoksha vows comprise the basic 

rules of monastic discipline. Novice monks and nuns take thirty-six 

vows. Fully-ordained male and female sangha (bhikshus and 

bhikshunis) are governed by 227 to 354 vows depending on the 

school and tradition. These rules are contained in the Vinaya, the 

collection of the Buddha’s teachings on monastic discipline. 



Q9. Consider the following:  

1. Displaced peasants 

2. Demobilized soldiers  

3. Bankrupt traders  

4. Dispossessed zamindars  

5. Religious monks  

 

Who among the above participated in the Sanyasi rebellion (1763-1800) 

against the British rule?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only  

(d) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 



• Ans d 

 

• Anand Math, the famous novel of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee is based 

on the sanyasi rebellion. The sanyasi rebellion was the first civil 

rebellion against the British Rule in India. Apart from Sanyasis and 

Fakirs, the rebellion saw active participation of Zamindars, peasants, 

artisans and disbanded armies of Nawabs.  

• The Ex-Army people provided leadership, peasants provided social 

base for the rebellion while the Sanyasis and Fakirs provided a 

religious favour to the struggle. Bankrupt traders were not the part of 

this rebellion.  



Q10. Indian has joined the Advanced Motor Fuels Technology 

Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP) as its 16th member last year. In this 

context, consider the following statements: 

1. AMF TCP is an international platform under the framework of 

International Energy Agency.  

2. The joining as a member will facilitate the introduction of alternate fuels 

in the transport sector of India.  

 

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

 

• Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF 
TCP): AMF TCP works under the framework of International Energy 
Agency (IEA) to which India has “Association” status since 2017.  

•  Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has joined AMF TCP as its 16th 
member in May, 2018. The other member Countries of AMF TCP are 
USA, China, Japan, Canada, Chile, Israel, Germany, Austria, Sweden, 
Finland, Denmark, Spain, Republic of Korea, Switzerland and Thailand.  

• AMF TCP is an international platform under the framework of 
International Energy Agency (IEA) for co-operation among countries to 
promote cleaner and more energy efficient fuels & vehicle technologies.  

• AMF TCP also provides an opportunity for fuel analysis, identifying 
new/ alternate fuels for deployment in transport sector and allied R&D 
activities for reduction in emissions in fuel intensive sectors. 
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