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Given below are the different local assemblies during Pallavas. 

Which of them are correctly matched? 

 

Name                                    Description 

1. Sabha                    A) assembly of Brahmin land owners 

2. Ur                           B) organisation of merchants 

3. Nagaram                C) assembly of non-Brahmin land owners 

 

Choose the correct code 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 



• Solution (c) 

• The inscriptions of the Pallavas mention a number of 

local assemblies. These included the sabha, which was 

an assembly of brahmin land owners . This assembly 

functioned through subcommittees, which looked after 

irrigation, agricultural operations, making roads, local 

temples, etc. 



Consider the following statements 

1. The Manimekalai, is the story of a merchant named Kovalan, who 

lived in Puhar and fell in love with a courtesan named Madhavi, 

neglecting his wife Kannagi. 

2. The Silappadikaram describes the story of the daughter of 

Kovalan and Madhavi. 

3. The story of a monsoon cloud acting as a messenger between 

lovers who are separated from one another is depicted in the poem 

Meghadoot 

Choose the correct code 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) All of the above 



• Ans C 

• A famous Tamil epic, the Silappadikaram, was composed by a 

poet named Ilango, around 1800 years ago. It is the story of a 

merchant named Kovalan, who lived in Puhar and fell in love with 

a courtesan named Madhavi, neglecting his wife Kannagi. Later, 

he and Kannagi left Puhar and went to Madurai, where he was 

wrongly accused of theft by the court jeweller of the Pandya king. 

The king sentenced Kovalan to death. Kannagi, who still loved 

him, was full of grief and anger at this injustice, and destroyed the 

entire city of Madurai. 

• Another Tamil epic, the Manimekalai was composed by Sattanar 

around 1400 years ago. This describes the story of the daughter 

of Kovalan and Madhavi. These beautiful compositions were lost 

to scholars for many centuries, till their manuscripts were 

rediscovered. 



Consider the following statements 

1. This society was matriarchal as their names were prefixed by the 

names of their mother 

2. They were the first in India who gave land grants to priest class 

both Brahmins and Buddhist 

3. They patronized Amravati school of Art 

 

Which of the following is being referred to here? 

a) Kushanas 

b) Indo-Greeks 

c) Shakas 

d) Satavahanas 



• Ans D 

• Satavahanas 

• 1) They ruled in the modern day Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh from 1st C BC to 3rd C AD. 

• 2) They claimed that they were Brahmins. 

• 3) Gautamiputra Satkarni was their greatest ruler in 2nd C AD. This 
society was probably  matriarchal as their names were prefixed by the 
names of their mother. Gautamiputra means son of Gautami. 

• 4) Capital – Pratisthan/ Paithan 

• 5) Official language was Prakrit and they followed Vedic Religion. 

• 6) They were the first in India who gave land grants to priest 
class – both Brahmins and Buddhist. 

• 7) They patronized Amravati school of Arts. 

• 8) Two seaports were developed during their reign – Sopara 
(Maharashtra) and Baruch (Gujarat). 



The term ‘Apad – Dharma of Smriti literature means 

 

a) Violation of Social laws 

b) Special duties prescribed for the Varna Samskara 

c) Conduct permitted during calamities 

d) Special punishments for different types of sinners 



• Ans C 

 

• Āpad-dharma literally means ‘conduct permitted during 
calamities’. 

• If there is any word which is repeatedly and most extensively 

used in the religious works, it is 

• the word ‘dharma.’ Out of the several connotations that have 
evolved over the centuries the two 

• which has been widely accepted are: 

• · ‘Code of conduct’ 
• · ‘Duty and responsibility’ 



This interpretation has been almost universally applied to the 

varna-dharmas and āśrama 

dharmas. Members of each of the four varṇas have been allotted 

their respective duties and 

responsibilities as follows : 

· Brāhmaṇas - Vedic studies and preaching 

· Kṣattriyas - Fighting and administration 

· Vaishyas - Trade and agriculture 

· Śudras - Cleanliness and serving the first three varnas 

 



Which of the following Varnas were classified as ‘Niravasita’ and 

‘Aniravasita’? 

 

a) Brahmanas 

b) Kshatriyas 

c) Vaishyas 

d) Shudras 



• Ans D 

 

• Shudras included many out castes with whom dining was 

prohibited as a regular social contract. 

• Shudras were classified as Niravasita – whos touch was 

polluting and if they eat in a vessel, that vessel has to be 

discarded forever. 

• Aniravasita were non polluting shudras whos touch was not 

defiling 



Which of the following literary sources are correctly 
matched with authors? 

1. Panini                    Dharmashastra 

2. Manu                    Ashtadhyay 

3. Bana                      Harshacharita 

4. Kautilya                Arthashastra 

Select the code from following: 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 3 and 4 

c) 1,3 and 4 

d) All of the above 



• Ans B 

• Panini – Ashtadhyay 

• Manu – Dharmashastra 

• The Dharmasastra is a collection of ancient Sanskrit texts which 

give the codes of conduct and moral principles ( dharma ) for 

Hindus. 

• The Dharmasastra texts were written in poetic verses. Unlike the 

Vedas , they are not considered to be the direct outcome of 

revelations from the Divine and, as such, are not regarded as 

perfect. They are smriti , not shruti . 



• The main texts that comprise the Dharmasastra include the 

following: 

• • The "Manusmriti" (from about the 2nd to 3rd century C.E.) is the 

text most often studied 

• from the Dharmasastra by Hindus. It has particular influence on 

medieval Buddhism and Hinduism in Cambodia and Indonesia. 

• • The "Yajnavalkya Smriti" (from about the 4th to 5th century 

C.E.) is considered the best crafted text of the Dharmasastra 

tradition 

• • The " Naradasmriti" (from about the 5th to 6th century C.E.) is a 

juridical text as opposed to a text about righteous conduct 

• • The " Visnusmriti" (from about the 7th century C.E.) details the 

bhakti tradition rather than dharma directly 


