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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

Prior to August, 29, 1997, the vacancies reserved for the Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, which could not be filled up by 

direct recruitment on account of non-availability of the candidates 

belonging to the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes, were 

treated as "Backlog Vacancies".  



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

These vacancies were treated as a distinct group and were excluded 

from the ceiling of fifty per cent reservation.  

 

The Supreme Court of India in its judgment in the Indra Sawhney 

versus Union of India held that the number of vacancies to be filled 

up on the basis of reservations in a year including carried forward 

reservations should in no case exceed the limit of fifty per cent. 



  As total reservations in a year for the Scheduled Castes, the 

Scheduled Tribes and the other Backward Classes combined 

together had already reached forty-nine and a half per cent and 

the total number of vacancies to be filled up in a year could not 

exceed fifty per cent., it became difficult to fill the "Backlog 

Vacancies" and to hold Special Recruitment Drives.  



  Therefore, to implement the judgment of the Supreme Court, an 

Official Memorandum dated August 29, 1997 was issued to 

provide that the fifty per cent limit shall apply to current as well as 

"Backlog Vacancies" and for discontinuation of the Special 

Recruitment Drive. 



Due to the adverse effect of the aforesaid order dated August 29, 

1997, various organisations including the Members of Parliament 

represented to the central Government for protecting the interest 

of the Scheduled castes and the Scheduled Tribes.  



The Government, after considering various representations, reviewed 

the position and has decided to make amendment in the 

constitution so that the unfilled vacancies of a year, which are 

reserved for being filled up in that year in accordance with any 

provision for reservation made under clause (4) or clause (4A) of 

article 16 of the Constitution, shall be considered as a separate 

class of vacancies to be filled up in any succeeding year or years  



 and such class of vacancies shall not be considered together with 

the vacancies of the year in which they are being filled up for 

determining the ceiling of fifty percent. Reservation on total 

number of vacancies of that year. This amendment in the 

Constitution would enable the State to restore the position as was 

prevalent before august 29, 1997. 



 





The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes had been enjoying 

the facility of relaxation of qualifying marks and standards of 

evaluation in matters of reservation in promotion.  

 

The Supreme Court in its judgment dated 1-10-1996 in the case of S. 

Vinod Kumar Vs. Union India held that such relaxations in matters of 

reservation in promotion were not permissible under article 16(4) of 

the Constitution in view of the command contained in article 335 of 

the Constitution.  



In view of the adverse effect of the order dated 22.07.1997 on the 

interests of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 

representations had been received by the Government from 

several quarters including the Members of Parliament.  

 

Considering the various representations, the Government has 

reviewed the position and decided to move for constitutional 

amendment with a view to restore the relaxations which were 

withdrawn vide instructions issued by the Department of 

Personnel and Training 



 





The Constitution (Seventy-third Amendment) Act. 1992 was brought 

into force with effect from the 24th April, 1993.  

 

The said Act provided that within one year from date of 

commencement of that Act, all the States shall amend their local laws 

to bring them in conformity with the new provisions under the 

Constitution. This exercise will required to be completed before the 

23rd April, 1994. 



• Article 243D provides for reservation for the Scheduled Castes 

and the Scheduled Tribes in every Panchayat. Arunachal Pradesh 

is a State inhabited fully by indigenous tribal people.  

• No Scheduled Castes exist in the State.  

• No reservation of seats for the Scheduled Castes has been made 

in the State Legislative Assembly and no provisions exist under 

any law to that effect.  

• There is also no reservation for the Scheduled Castes in State 

Government services. 



The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873 and the Chin Hill 

Regulations, 1896 provide special protection and safeguard for the 

peaceful existence of the indigenous tirbal people of Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

 

These laws probihit the entry of outsiders in the tribal area without 

"Inner Line Permit". Only the indigenous tribal people are allowed 

to participate in the democratic process. 

 



The tribal society in Arunachal Pradesh is, casteless where social 

equality among men and women has prevailed over centuries and 

ages.  

Since no Scheduled Castes exist in the State and the State of 

Arunachal Pradesh is singularly free from the caste system, it is 

proposed to insert a new clause (3A) in article 243M of the 

Constitution of India, to exempt the State of Arunachal Pradesh 

from the application of article 243D relating to the reservation of 

seats in Panchayats for the Scheduled Castes. 

 



 This will provide a legal and constitutional basis for Panchayat Raj 

Institutions in Arunachal Pradesh in accordance with the socio-

political ethos of the State. 
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