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581. Consider the following statements with regard to the NATO-

Russia Council (NRC) 

1. It created by the 1997 NATO-Russia Founding Act on Mutual 

Relations 

2. Within the NRC, the individual NATO member states and 

Russia have worked as equal partners on security issues of 

common interest 

Select the INCORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 



A 

• Recently, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and Russia 

discussed the ongoing situation in Ukraine and its implications for 

security in Europe at the NATO-Russia Council (NRC) in Brussels. 

• The NRC was established at the NATO-Russia Summit in Rome on 28 

May 2002 by the Declaration on “NATO-Russia Relations: a New Quality”.  

• The Rome Declaration builds on the goals and principles of the 

1997 NATO-Russia Founding Act on Mutual Relations, Cooperation and 

Security, which remains the formal basis for NATO-Russia relations. 



• NRC replaced the Permanent Joint Council (PJC), a forum for 

consultation and cooperation created by the 1997 NATO-Russia 

Founding Act. 



582. With regard to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, consider 

the following statements 

1. It is a military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty 

of 1949 

2. A key provision of the treaty states that if one member of the 

alliance is attacked in Europe or North America, it is to be 

considered an attack on all members 

3. Currently NATO has 30 members 



Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



D 

• NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to 

consult and cooperate on defence and security-related issues to 

solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict. 

• It is a military alliance established by the NorthAtlantic Treaty (also 

called the Washington Treaty) of April, 1949. 

• NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If 

diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military power to undertake crisis-

management operations.  



These are carried out under the collective defence clause of 

NATO's founding treaty - Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or 

under a United Nations mandate, alone or in cooperation with other 

countries and international organisations. 

• Article 5 states that if one member of the alliance isattacked in 

Europe or North America, it is tobe considered an attack on all 

members. 





583. Consider the following statements with regard to the Collective 

SecurityTreaty Organisation (CTSO) 

1. It is an intergovernmental military alliance in Eurasia 

2. It  originates from the conclusion of the Collective Security 

Treaty, which was signed in Tashkent (Uzbekistan) 

3. Presently, it has six members including Uzbekistan 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: b 

Explanation:  

• In a recent unrest in Kazakhstan, Kassym-JomartTokayev who is 

the Kazakh President asked for the support of the Moscow-led 

Collective security Treaty organization (CSTO), a military 

alliance, comprising Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. 

• When the Cold War drew to a close in 1991, the Warsaw Pact, an 

alliance of eight socialist states, and the Soviet Union’s answer to 

NATO, dissolved. Less than a year later, Russia and five of its 



allies in the Commonwealth of Independent States, which was 

nothing but a loose club of post-Soviet countries, signed a new 

Collective Security Treaty, which came into force in 1994. 

• Although it wasn’t as powerful as the Warsaw pact, in 2002, as 

Central Asia loomed larger in geopolitics — America had invaded 

Afghanistan the previous year — it declared itself the Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation, a full-blown military alliance. 

• Uzbekistan had quit the alliance in 2012. 



584. Consider the following statements with regard to the Non-

Proliferation Treaty 

1. It requires countries to give up any present orfuture plans to 

build nuclear weapons 

2. It is a binding treaty for its members 

3. India is one of the founding members of the treaty 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: b 

Explanation: 

• The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 

commonly known as the Non-Proliferation Treaty or NPT, is an 

international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation 

in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to further the goal of 

achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete 

disarmament. 



• The treaty was signed in 1968 and entered intoforce in 1970. 

Presently, it has 190 member states. India is not a member. 

• It requires countries to give up any present orfuture plans to build 

nuclear weapons in returnfor access to peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy. 



585. Which of the following describes the term ‘Kleptocracy’? 

a) It is a form of government in which the people have the 

authority to deliberate and decide legislation, or to choose 

governing officials to do so  

b) It refers to the government where a small group of people 

having control of a country or organization 

c) It is a system of government of a country in which one person 

has complete power 

d) It is a government whose corrupt leaders use political power 

to appropriate the wealth of the people and land they govern 



Answer: d 

Explanation: 

• Kleptocracy is a government whose corrupt leaders use political 

power to appropriate the wealth of the people and land they govern, 

typically by embezzling or misappropriating government funds at the 

expense of the wider population.  

• Recently, Sudan’s civilian Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok resigned, 

plunging the country into further turmoil. 

• Their rule, exercised through the army, has been cloaked in the 

language of Islam; it is really akleptocracy. 

• The consequence is a country beset by wars andconflict between 

the centre and the immiseratedperipheries. 



586. Recently, the Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance 

in Customs Matters approved by Union Cabinet. It is an 

agreement between India: 

a) Israel 

b) France 

c) Spain 

d) Switzerland 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 

NarendraModi has approved the signing of Agreement between 

India and Spain on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in 

Customs Matters. 

• The Agreement will help in making available, reliable, quick and 

cost-effective information and intelligence for the prevention and 

investigation of Customs offences and apprehending of Customs 

offenders. 



• The Agreement would provide a legal framework for sharing of 

information between the Customs authorities of the two countries 

and help in the proper administering of Customs laws and detection 

and investigation of Customs offences and the facilitation of 

legitimate trade. 



587. Recently, the oil city of Zhanaozen. It is located in: 

a) Kazakhstan 

b) Uzbekistan 

c) Turkmenistan 

d) Tajikistan   



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• A sharp and unexpected spike in fuel fees triggered a country-wide 

crisis in Kazakhstan, with the government officially stepping down, 

following days of brutal protests across the nation. 

• The protests began in the oil city of Zhanaozen, where at least 16 oil workers 

protesting against poor working conditions were killed by the police in 2011. 

• The protests are also significant as Kazakhstan has been aligned with 

Russia, whose president views the country — a body double of sorts 

for Russia in terms of its economic and political systems — as part of 

Russia’s sphere of influence.  



588. Recently, the Union Cabinet has cleared a plan tobuild a new 

bridge connecting Dharchula in Uttarakhand with Nepal’s 

Dharchula on which of the following rivers? 

a) Kali River 

b) Teesta River 

c) Mahakali River 

d) Kosi River 



Answer: c 

Explanation:  

• The Cabinet has cleared a plan to build a new bridge connecting 

India and Nepal, Union Minister for Information Broadcasting 

Anurag Thakur.  

• The two countries are set to sign a memorandum of understanding 

regarding the bridge, which will be built over the Mahakaliriver and 

link Dharchula in Uttarakhand with Nepal’s Dharchula. 

• The bridge will strengthen the relationship between the two 

countries. It will be completed within three years. 



589. Which of the following statements in the context of India-

Turkmenistan relations is/are CORRECT? 

1. Turkmenistan is a part of  India-Central Asia Dialogue 

2. Recently, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was 

signed between India and Turkmenistan on Cooperation in 

the field of Regional Security 

3. In 2015, Hindi Chair was established in AzadiInstitute of 

World languages, Ashgabat 



Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 Only 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 2 and 3 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed 

between India and Turkmenistan on Cooperation in the field of 

Disaster Management. 

• Recently, the 3rd meeting of the India-Central Asia Dialogue was 

held in New Delhi. It is a ministerial-level dialogue between India 

and the Central Asian countries namely Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 



• In 2015, Hindi Chair was established in Azadi Institute of World 

languages, Ashgabat where Hindi is being taught to university 

students. 

• India’s ‘Connect Central Asia’ policy 2012 envisages deeper mutual 

relations with the region and energy linkage is an important 

component of the policy. 



590. Recently a Homeland Security Dialogue was in news. It is a 

dialogue between: 

1. India 

2. USA 

3. Russia 

4. Australia 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 b) 1 and 4 

c) 2 and 4 d) 1 and 3 



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Recently, a Homeland Security Dialogue was heldbetween the 

officials of India and US. 

• India and the U.S. have agreed to re-establish the U.S.- India 

Homeland Security Dialogue, the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS) announced in March 2021. 

• The meeting discussed how to secure critical infrastructure and 

global supply chains, maritime security, aviation security, customs 

enforcement and trade security, among other issues. 



• The first Homeland Security Dialogue between both countries 

was held in 2011 when Janet Napolitano, Barack Obama’s DHS 

Secretary visited New Delhi for discussions with former Home 

Minister P Chidambaram.  
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