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SESSIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURE 

Summoning  

The governor from time to time summons 
each House of state legislature to meet. The 
maximum gap between the two sessions of 
state legislature cannot be more than six 
months, ie, the state legislature should meet 
at least twice a year.  

A session of the state legislature consists of 
many sittings. 



Adjournment 

 An adjournment suspends the work in a 
sitting for a specified time which may be 
hours, days or weeks. Adjournment sine 
die means terminating a sitting of the 
state legislature for an indefinite period.  

The power of the adjournment as well as 
adjournment sine die lies with the 
presiding officer of the House. 



Prorogation 

 
The presiding officer (Speaker or Chairman) 
declares the House adjourned sine die, when the 
business of the session is completed. Within the 
next few days, the governor issues a notification 
for prorogation of the session.  

However, the governor can also prorogue the 
House which is in session. Unlike an adjournment, 
a prorogation terminates a session of the House 



Dissolution 

 The legislative council, being a 
permanent house, is not subject to 
dissolution.  

Only the legislative assembly is subject to 
dissolution. Unlike a prorogation, a 
dissolution ends the very life of the 
existing House, and a new House is 
constituted after the general elections 
are held. 



The position with respect to lapsing of bills on 
the dissolution of the assembly is 

1. A Bill pending in the assembly lapses (whether originating in the 
assembly or transmitted to it by the council). 

2.  A Bill passed by the assembly but pending in the council lapses.  

3.  A Bill pending in the council but not passed by the assembly does not 
lapse. 

4.   A Bill passed by the assembly (in a unicameral state) or passed by 
both the houses (in a bicameral state) but pending assent of the 
governor or the President does not lapse.  

5.  A Bill passed by the assembly (in a unicameral state) or passed by 
both the Houses (in a bicameral state) but returned by the president 
for reconsideration of House (s) does not lapse. 



Quorum 

 Quorum is the minimum number of members 
required to be present in the House before it can 
transact any business.  

It is ten members or one-tenth of the total number 
of members of the House (including the presiding 
officer), whichever is greater.  

If there is no quorum during a meeting of the 
House, it is the duty of the presiding officer either 
to adjourn the House or to suspend the meeting 
until there is a quorum. 



Voting in House 

 
All matters at any sitting of either House are decided by a majority of 
votes of the members present and voting excluding the presiding 
officer. Only a few matters which are specifically mentioned in the 
Constitution like removal of the speaker of the assembly, removal of 
the Chairman of the council and so on require special majority, not 
ordinary majority.  

 

The presiding officer (i.e., Speaker in the case of assembly or 
chairman in the case of council or the person acting as such) does not 
vote in the first instance, but exercises a casting vote in the case of an 
equality of votes. 




