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God made you and all that exists. His creation is  
 wonderful beyond words!

When sin marred his perfect creation, our Creator 
did not abandon us, did not give up on us, did not 
reject us. In fact, he is at work—right now—remaking, 
restoring us.

Our God, you see, is also our Savior—in Jesus Christ. 
How wonderful!

Be inspired by these truths as you read this week. 

Wonderfully Made
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MONDAY

The Wonder of Our Creator
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God is clothed with awesome majesty. . . He is great in power; 
justice and abundant righteousness he will not violate. 

Job 37:22, 23
 
What makes a painting great? Or an opera? Or a pastry, 
for that matter? What makes an artist, a composer, a baker 
wonderful? How is that title earned?

By definition, a “wonderful” creation fills our hearts with 
wonder, with awe and appreciation: 

• Consider the intricacies of light and color that dance on 
 a canvas by Monet. Wonder-full!

• Or think about Verdi’s opera Aida, often staged with 
 enormous sets and sometimes even live horses. 
 Wonder-full!

• Or contemplate that light-as-a-feather French pastry 
 from your favorite bakery—cream-filled and coated 
 with just enough dark chocolate. Wonder-full!
 
These things are wonderful. But the universe and its 
wonders are by far more awesome than anything any human 
being has ever produced. The raw power and intricate wis-
dom we see in the creation all around us arouse our wonder. 
But the physical aspects of creation are only the beginning. 

Our Creator is also the source of all wisdom, of all beauty, of 
all truth, of all goodness! We know what justice is because 
God is just. We know what goodness is because our Creator 
is fully, entirely, steadfastly good. 

Our hearts fill with wonder as we take this all in. Wonder 
and, perhaps, a dash of fear, as well. God is all-good, 
all-powerful, and all-just. In contrast, we are none of these 
things. We are often petty, selfish, mean. 

Cracked sculptures, moldy pastries, broken oboe 
reeds—these are trashed. And rightly so. But destruction is 
not—and never was—our Creator’s will for us. Instead, he 
intended to rescue, to ransom, to remake us. Writing about 
a different kind of reed, the prophet wrote:

He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering 
candle.

Isaiah 42:3 NLT

We have no righteousness of our own. But the pure robe 
of our Savior’s righteousness becomes ours by his grace, 
through faith. He clothes us in it. Jesus’ very own righteous-
ness belongs to all who simply believe his promise is true:

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you. . . . “Fear 
not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine.”

Isaiah 43:1

Our Creator is an awesome, wonder-full God. Think 
about that!

Prayer starter :   Lord God, you are    
  wonderful beyond my ability to 
imagine. Awesome. Majestic. Powerful. 
But above all, you are good. You made me 
and you forgive me . . .
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TUESDAY

The Wonder of All Creation
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Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and it came to be; 
he commanded, and it stood firm. 

Psalm 33:8–9
 

A butterfly emerges from its chrysalis in the 
garden where the iris is about to bloom. 
We rush right by.

A snowflake—unique in all the world—lands 
on our jacket sleeve. We brush it off.

An orbiting satellite captures the 
indescribable colors of a nebula as it 
explodes hundreds of thousands of miles 
from Earth. The photos pop up on our news 
feed, covering our laptop screen. And we 
click right by.

Psychologists, life coaches, and pain management 
experts—all have made much about mindfulness in 

recent months. When we are mindful, we resist the 
temptation to rush, to brush off. When we are mindful, 
we pause. We stop to admire the wonders that lie 
before us.

As God’s people, we have all the more reason to do this. 
The wonders around us are our heavenly Father’s artistry! 
We admire the power, the creativity, the wisdom that mark 
his creation. And as we pause, we worship: 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you 
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

Psalm 104:24

Long before this current accent on mindfulness as a cure 
for the stress and strain of everyday life, the psalmist issued 
this invitation: 

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
Psalm 33:8

“Stop all this rushing!” the Bible urges us. “Stand still. Stand 
in awe of your Creator and of all that he has made, all that 
he has done, all that he is doing still.“

Now, of course, some days are legitimately busy. Some 
activities are genuinely urgent. But at least some of the 
time, my own failures to stop, to stand still in awe, to rest, 
come from a heart that’s too self-important and too doubtful 
of my heavenly Father’s care for me. How about you?

In times like that, how wonderful it is to realize anew that 
our God is also our Savior. The wonders of nature invite 
our admiration. But the wonder of the cross leaves us 
breathless, speechless in amazement. 

Mindful of the love Jesus showed for us on that cross, we 
worship. Attentive to the forgiveness and peace Jesus won 
for us there, we kneel in self-forgetful wonder.

Prayer starter :
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   God, I need a break. 
  I need to breathe deeply, if only for 
a moment, as I stand in awe of you, my 
Creator and my Savior . . . 



WEDNESDAY

The Wonder of My Creation
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You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in 
my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works. 

Psalm 139:13–14
 
The right tools make a task possible. Do you want to 
crochet? Then you need crochet hooks and specialized 
thread. Do you want to knit? Then you need knitting 
needles and yarn.

In both arts, the size of the hooks (or needles) must match 
the kind of thread (or yarn) you intend to use. And that, in 
turn, depends on what you intend to create.

So what kind of needles did your Creator use when he be-
gan to knit you together in your mother’s womb? Of course, 
the Bible here is using a word picture, a metaphor. Right? 
Well . . . not so fast . . . keep this metaphor in mind as you 
find a diagram of DNA on your smartphone.

Do you see it? As I look at DNA diagrams, it seems this word 
picture may be a bit more literal than I had first imagined. 
DNA strands look quite a lot like yarn strands being woven 
together to make a scarf or baby blanket. Don’t you think 
so, too?

And that’s just the point! Our Creator works intentionally, 
like an artist. You are not the product of mindless forces 
set in motion by the random collision of sperm and egg. 
You were deliberately knitted together. Personally crafted. 
Individually made. 

Your Creator gave you life itself. He ordered the details of 
your individual genes and guides their expression. He has 
done this from your very beginning, from before the 
moment you took your first breath.

Whether you were carried full term or were a preemie . . .

Whether you had brown or blond or red hair (or any hair 
at all) . . .

Whether you were wanted and dearly loved or abandoned 
by your human parents . . .

Your heavenly Father wanted you with all his heart. He 
cared for you—and still cares for you—with endless love, 
boundless compassion. 

When sin and the circumstances of life in this sinful world 
spoiled his creations beyond recognition, he sent Jesus, his 
perfect Son—not to recall and destroy us but to make our 
complete restoration possible:

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned.

John 3:17–18

Prayer starter :   Thank you, Father, 
  for the care you took as you 
made me. Teach me to care for . . .
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THURSDAY

The Wonder of Re-Creation
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For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21
 

Every day, Jana’s mom packed 
a healthy lunch for Jana. Turkey 
sandwiches on homemade, 

whole wheat bread. Carrot sticks. 
Fruit. Milk.

Every day, Jana exchanged her fruit for Michael’s cupcakes. 
Every day, Jana exchanged her sandwich for Jorge’s micro-
wave mac and cheese. Every day, Jana exchanged her milk 
for Jill’s pink lemonade.

Jana thought all these exchanges were great exchanges. 
Jana’s mother would not have been so thrilled, had she ever 
learned what Jana was up to.

The words of 2 Corinthians 5:21 describe what some have 
called the Great Exchange. This passage describes what 
may be the wonder of all wonders. It can be hard for us to 
grasp the truth expressed here. The verse reads a lot like a 
riddle. Some background can help untangle it:

 Jesus was no friend of sin. He was not even a distant 
 acquaintance. He “knew no sin.” He was holy, obedient,  
 and right with God in every way. 

	 You	and	I	are	on	a	first-name	basis	with	sin.	We	know	all	
	 about	it.	We	are	well	acquainted	with	disobedience.	Our	
 friendship with rebellion goes way back.

	 In	mercy,	God	the	Father	has	subtracted	all	the	
	 sin—every	single	bit	of	it—from	our	account.	He	has	
 replaced it with Jesus’ very own righteousness. 

	 Our	sin	did	not	just	evaporate.	God	added	our	sin	to	
 Jesus’ account. Jesus was punished for it on Calvary’s 
 cross.

With that as background, reread 2 Corinthians 5:21. It 
describes the Great Exchange. The greatest exchange ever! 
This is the Gospel message. This is the Good News that 
sets our hearts ablaze with joy and floods our lives 
with thanksgiving. 

Not for his own benefit but for ours . . .

In deepest love for us . . .

God made Jesus—the One who never sinned . . .

Become sin itself.

Jesus became fully, totally, completely sinful . . .
 
So that now, in Jesus we are made fully holy, righteous, 
blameless before God!

This truth makes our re-creation possible!

Prayer starter :
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   It’s almost too good to 
  be true, Lord! You took my sin and 
I received your righteousness. How can I 
thank you for remaking me? . . .




