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Preamble 

• WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having 
solemnly resolved to constitute India into 
a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to 
secure to all its citizens: 

• JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

• LIBERTY, of thought, expression, belief, 
faith and worship; 

• EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

• and to promote among them all 

• FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the 
individual and the unity and integrity of 
the Nation; 
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History of the Preamble 

• The Preamble to the Indian constitution is based on “Objective 
Resolution” of Nehru.  

 

• socio-political objectives  

 

• The committee adopted the expression ‘Sovereign Democratic 
Republic’ in place of ‘Sovereign Independent Republic’ as used in the 
“Objective Resolution,” 
 

• The committee added the word Fraternity which was not present in the 
Objective Resolution.  
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Meaning and Concept 
 

• The term ‘Preamble’ means the introduction to a statute.  
• It is the introductory part of the constitution.  

• Constitutions all over the world generally have a preamble.  

• The form, content, and length of the preamble differ from constitution to 
constitution. 

• Irrespective of these differences the preamble generally sets the ideas 
and goals which the makers of the constitution intended to achieve 
through that constitution. 
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The preamble 

• The Preamble to the Constitution of India records the aims and 
aspirations of the people  

 

 

• The ultimate aim of the makers of the Constitution was to have a welfare 
state and an egalitarian society   projecting the aims and aspirations of 
the people of India 
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Objective, 
Purpose, 

and Scope 
of the 

Preamble 
 

• The Preamble does not grant any power 

 

• it gives a direction and purpose to the 
Constitution.  

 

• It outlines the objectives of the whole 
Constitution.  

 

• The Preamble contains the fundamentals of the 
constitution.  

 

• The preamble to an Act sets out the main 
objectives which the legislation is intended to 
achieve. 
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Is preamble Part of Constitution or Not? 

• In A.K Gopalan v. State of Madras 

• it was contended that the preamble to our constitution which seeks to give India a 
‘democratic’ constitution should be the guiding start  

 

• In Berubari Union case  

• the Supreme Court held that the preamble had never been regarded as the source 
of any substantive power conferred on the government or on any of its departments. 
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Importance of preamble: Part of Constitution or 
Not 
• In Kesavananda Bharati 

 

• In this case the Supreme Court attached much importance to the 
preamble.  

 

• A majority of the full bench held that the objectives specified in the 
preamble contain the basic structure of our constitution, which cannot 
be amended in exercise of the power under Article 368.  

 

• Hence Preamble happened to be important part of the 
constitution 
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Union Government v. LIC of India 

• The Preamble serves the following purposes: 

 

• It indicates the source from which the Constitution comes, viz., 
the people of India. 

 

• It declares the rights and freedoms which the people of India 
intended to provide to all citizens and the basic type of 
government and polity which was to be established. 

 



Amendment to preamble 

• The preamble to the Indian constitution was amended by the 42nd 
Amendment Act, 1976 whereby the words Socialist, Secular, and 
Integrity were added to the preamble by the 42nd Amendment Act, 
1976, to ensure the economic justice and elimination of inequality in 
income and standard of life.  

• The issue that whether the preamble to the constitution of India can 
be amended or not was raised before the Supreme Court in the 
famous case of Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala, 1973 

• The Supreme Court has held that Preamble is the part of the 
constitution and it can be amended but, Parliament cannot amend 
the basic features of the preamble.  
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