


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 The State of Climate of India Report was released by 

the India Meteorological Department (IMD) recently. 



REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
 Extreme weather events have become par for the 

course in the country. 

 The mean temperature was 0.36 above normal while 
the country also recorded excess rainfall during both 
the southwest and northeast monsoons. 

 Intense dry spells were interspersed with floods in 
several parts of the country. 



 The extreme weather events that occurred in the country in 
the year 2019 were all linked to climate change.  

 It includes cyclones, floods, heat waves, cold waves, 
landslides, etc.  

 Of all the states, Bihar reported highest deaths (650) due to 
extreme weather events.  

 Of these 300 died in floods and 350 died due to heat waves.  
 Following Bihar, other states such as Maharashtra, UP, 

Kerala, Rajasthan and Karnataka showed high numbers of 
deaths due to extreme weather events. 

  New Delhi recorded the longest cold wave duration of 18 
days since 1902. 



Storms 
 There were 8 cyclonic storms that were formed in the 

Indian seas.  

 Of these, around 5 were formed in Arabian sea.  

 This was unusual as compared to the usual one per year.  

 The cyclones in Arabian sea was 400% more than usual.  

 The report also stated that heavy rains claimed 850 lives.  

 Heat waves that was stronger in North Eastern and western 
parts claimed 350 lives. 



Rainfall 
 The rainfall amounts during both the southwest 

monsoon (June to September) and northeast monsoon 
(October to December) remained 109% of the Long 
Period Average (LPA).  

 That is, the country recorded excess rainfall during the 
entire year, making it an extremely wet year in recent 
times, when both monsoons reported above normal 
rain for the seasons. 

 Long Period Average is a 50 year average of India’s 
monsoon rains. The current LPA is 89 cm, based on 
the average rainfall over the years 1951 and 2000. 



Rise in Temperature 
 The mean temperatures remained 0.36 degrees above 

normal, making 2019 the seventh hottest year ever 
recorded. 

 The decade 2011 – 2019 remained the warmest on 
record for the country, when the annual mean 
temperature remained 0.36 degree above normal. 

 Since 1901, India has warmed by 1 degree Celsius. 
Whereas, the rise in minimum temperature was 0.22 
degrees in the century. 



 Cyclones 
 2019 was exceptional for the number of cyclones that hit 

India’s east and west coasts. 

 An active Arabian Sea saw more cyclonic storms than the 
Bay of Bengal during 2019. It was only for the second time 
in 117 years that the Arabian Sea saw such intense and 
frequent cyclones. 

 In 2019, eight cyclonic storms formed over the north Indian 
Ocean, of these, five — Cyclones Vayu, Hikka, Kyarr, Maha 
and Pavan originated in the Arabia Sea, which is normally 
calmer. On the contrary, the Bay of Bengal reported less 
than normal number of cyclones. The three cyclones 
formed here were — Cyclones Pabuk, Fani, Bulbul. 



Coldest Winter 
 The winter of 2018-2019 was one of the coldest in the 

northern hemisphere. 

 Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh reported 51 deaths 
triggered by snow avalanche in 2019. 





IMD 
 IMD was established in 1875. 

 It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the 
Government of India. 

 It is the principal agency responsible for 
meteorological observations, weather forecasting and 
seismology. 




