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• A French judge has been appointed to lead a “highly 
sensitive” judicial investigation into alleged “corruption 
and favouritism” in the Rs 59,000 crore Rafale fighter jet 
deal with India,  

 

• Reported by French investigative website Mediapart 
reported. 
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• Following the development, Congress chief 
spokesperson Randeep Surjewala on Saturday urged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to come forward and 
order a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) probe into 
the Rafale deal. 

 

• Rahul Gandhi: Corruption in the Rafale deal has come 
out clearly now. The stand of the Congress party and 
Rahul Gandhi has been vindicated today after the 
French government has ordered a probe 



Further events 

• However, there was no immediate reaction from the Indian 
government or the BJP. 

 

• The Mediapart said the probe into the inter-governmental deal 
signed in 2016 was formally opened on June 14. 

 

• “A judicial probe into suspected corruption has been opened in 
France over the 7.8-billion-euro sale to India in 2016 of 36 
Dassault-built Rafale fighter aircraft,” the Mediapart 

 

• It said the investigation has been initiated by the national 
financial prosecutors’ office (PNF). 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/bjp/


 

• Mediapart journalist Yann Philippin, who filed a series of reports 
on the deal, said a first complaint was “buried” in 2019 by a 
former PNF chief. 

 

• The judicial investigation has been ordered by France’s national 
financial prosecutors’ office, following Mediapart’s fresh reports  

 

• in April of alleged wrongdoings in the deal as well as a 
complaint filed by French NGO Sherpa that specialises in 
financial crime. 

 



The French Media Accusation 

• Dassault Aviation had paid about million of Euros to an Indian 
middleman. 

 

• Dassault Aviation has rejected the allegations of corruption, 
saying no violations were reported in the frame of the contract. 

 





The Congress Allegations 

• The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government had inked a 
Rs 59,000-crore deal on September 23, 2016, to procure 36 Rafale 
jets from French aerospace major Dassault Aviation after a nearly 
seven-year exercise to procure 126 Medium Multi-Role Combat 
Aircraft (MMRCA) for the Indian Air Force did not fructify during the 
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime. 

 

• The Congress accused the government of massive irregularities in 
the deal, alleging that it was procuring each aircraft at a cost of 
over Rs 1,670 crore as against Rs 526 crore finalised by the UPA 
government during the negotiations for the MMRCA. 

 



 

• On March 25, 2015, the CEO of Dassault Aviation, in the presence of 
the Chief of Indian Air Force and chairman of HAL, said that Dassault 
and HAL were in agreement.  

• The next day, Reliance and Dassault signed a memorandum of 
understanding. This was just 15 days before the unilateral 
announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to purchase 36 Rafale 
aircraft for 7.8 billion Euros without transfer of technology and bypassing 
the Congress-UPA global tender to purchase 126 aircraft 

 

• Finally, the Indian National Congress alleged that the French and Indian 
governments had removed the mandatory anti-corruption clauses, i.e., 
“No bribery, gift, influence, commission or middlemen” from the deal, 
despite the defence ministry's advice to include it. 

 

 



• Prior to the Lok Sabha elections in 2019,  

 

• the Congress raised several questions about the deal 
and alleged corruption  

 

• but the government rejected all the charges. 

 






