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Lockdown extension 

Modiji to announce an extension of the Covid-19
lockdown.

Relaxation of curbs is likely to start rolling out from
the rural heartland.

Farming will be central to this process of easing.

FACT: The rabi season contributes nearly 50% to
foodgrain production.

Priority: Harvesting and procurement

Other activities and sectors that support these
would also have to be opened up with safety
precautions.





The DPIIT, commerce, agriculture, micro, small and medium

enterprises, road transport, food processing and other ministries

have communicated with the HOME MINISTRY on the process of

opening up.

Detailed guidelines will be issued based on discussions by the finance

ministry with other ministries and feedback from industry.



NBFC & Loan moratorium 

SIDBI has asked the RBI to clarify whether the

three-month moratorium it announced recently

will apply to loans given to nonbanking finance

companies.

The central bank’s ruling could determine the fate

of NBFCs that are strapped for liquidity.

Sidbi’s query follows a Delhi High Court decision

on a plea by Indiabulls Commercial Credit (ICC)

seeking benefit of the moratorium that had been

announced by the RBI on March 27 as part of

reliefs for borrowers on account of the Covid-19

pandemic.



Rs 1-lakh crore into rural hands

Massive grain purchase by Government to start
soon

This would cheer farmers who feared losses if
the lockdown further delayed the harvest.

Plan is to buy 40 million tonnes of wheat at
₹19,250 per tonne.

Many farmers have suffered as perishable
products like fruit and vegetables could not reach
the market because of labour scarcity and
transport bottlenecks.

FCI: The government would be paying around Rs
80,000 crore to farmers in next three months.



PM-KISAN scheme: Centre is also transferring Rs

16,000 crore directly into bank accounts of 80

million farmers.

Rs 1,250 crore for buying pulses at MSP.

Rs 20,000 crore will be paid to farmers this

month for insurance claims.

At the time of harvest, flour millers, big retailers

and food processing companies buy from farmers

in large quantities.

Official procurement is vital for the rural economy

at this juncture.



Retail inflation

India's retail inflation eased to 5.91% last month from 6.58% in

February.

Food inflation at 8.76% in March was lower from 10.81% in February.

The inflation rate was 2.86% in March 2019.

Covid-19 outbreak is expected to weigh on inflation numbers for April as

factories slow production and data collection gets hit.



Supply of key medicines and drugs

Medicines and drugs worth almost $1 billion of them
stuck at the JNPT

Restricted interstate movement and suspended port
operations have hindered the supply of key medicines
and drugs, including hydroxychloroquine and
paracetamol.

Custom clearing houses at JNPT, which handle around
60% of India’s containerised freight including
pharmaceuticals, have not been operational due to
the nationwide lockdown.

Raw materials are not coming and finished goods not
being dispatched by sea because customs at JNPT is
not operational



The problem is severe in Himachal Pradesh, which

has around 700 pharma units but is facing

difficulties in interstate movement of these

supplies.

The hilly state, which contributes 40% to India’s

domestic pharma demand and 20% to exports, is

not running at full capacity.

Only 100 of the 700 units are running and that too

at 20% capacity.

Industry, whose API producing capacity is running

at 35% and of formulations at 50%, is keen to

increase it to 75% and 80% in the next 10 days.



ADB 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Monday said it has

tripled the size of its Covid-19 response package for

its member nations to USD 20 billion.

The multilateral funding agency said it has also

approved measures to streamline its operations for

quicker and more flexible delivery of assistance.

The USD 20 billion package includes about USD 2.5

billion in concessional and grant resources.

The package will be delivered more quickly, flexibly

and forcefully to the governments and the private

sector in our developing member countries to help

them address the urgent challenges in tackling the

pandemic and economic downturn.



Most recent assessment: global impact of the

pandemic to about 2.3-4.8 per cent of the gross

domestic product (GDP).

Regional growth forecast for the Asia and Pacific is

forecast to decline to 2.2 per cent during 2020

from 5.2 per cent in the last year.

Grant resources will continue to be deployed

quickly for providing medical and personal

protective equipment and supplies from

expanded procurement sources.



Absentee employees in essential services

As India works on a partial lifting of the lockdown

and has identified green zones that can become

operational to bring the economy back on its feet.

Certain states have issued strict orders for

employers providing essential services.

Labour departments in some states have directed

employers providing essential services to penalise

employees if they remain absent from work.

This can range from salary cut to suspension.

The move is aimed at ensuring unhindered supply

of essential goods across the country.



Questions

1. In India, inflation related data is release by?

2. Briefly discuss the salient features of Van Dhan Vikas Kendras.
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Do you know? 
Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge”

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks 


