




MCQ 1

1. Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is successor to 
Kepler, the space observatory which is responsible for detecting 
most of the currently known exoplanets.

2. Its main job is to find planets with life

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



• The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is a space 
telescope for NASA's Explorers program, designed to search 
for exoplanets using the transit method in an area 400 times 
larger than that covered by the Kepler mission. It was launched 
on April 18, 2018 atop a Falcon 9 rocket. During its 2-year 
primary mission, it is expected to find more than 20,000 
exoplanets, compared to about 3,800 exoplanets known when 
it launched. The first light image from TESS was taken on 
August 7, 2018, and released publicly on September 17, 2018.

• The primary mission objective for TESS is to survey the 
brightest stars near the Earth for transiting exoplanets over a 
two-year period. The TESS satellite uses an array of wide-field 
cameras to perform a survey of 85% of the sky. With TESS, it is 
possible to study the mass, size, density and orbit of a large 
cohort of small planets, including a sample of rocky planets in 
the habitable zones of their host stars. TESS will provide prime 
targets for further characterization by the James Webb Space 
Telescope, as well as other large ground-based and space-
based telescopes of the future. While previous sky surveys 
with ground-based telescopes have mainly detected giant 
exoplanets, TESS will find a large number of small planets 
around the nearest stars in the sky. TESS records the nearest 
and brightest main sequence stars hosting transiting 
exoplanets, which are the most favorable targets for detailed 
investigations

The planet, HD 21749c, is about 89 per 
cent of Earth’s diameter. The planet orbits 
HD 21749, a K-type star with about 70 

per cent of the Sun’s mass located 53 
light years away in the southern 
constellation Reticulum.
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MCQ 2

1. DIPAM is the nodal agency of Union commerce Ministry 
mandated to advise the Union Government in the matters of 
financial restructuring of PSUs.

2. The government has set a target of Rs 90,000 crore to be raised 
through CPSE disinvestment in the current financial year.

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both

(D)None 



The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) has issued 
the guidelines for monetisation of non-core assets of Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) and immovable enemy properties

• With a vision to promote people’s ownership of the 
Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) and a share in 
their prosperity through disinvestment, and efficient 
management of public investment in CPSEs for 
accelerating economic development and augmenting 
Government’s resources for higher expenditure, the 
Department of Investment and Public Asset Management 
(DIPAM), Ministry of Finance, has been working tirelessly 
to achieve these goals.



MCQ 3

The _______________has formed a Central Monitoring Committee to 
prepare and enforce a national plan to make over 350 river 
stretches pollution free.

A. CPCB

B. Ministry of environment 

C. NITI Aayog

D. NGT





MCQ 4

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is 
grouping by

1. USA

2. China

3. India

4. Australia

(A) 1,2 & 3

(B) 1,2 & 4

(C) 1,3 & 4

(D) 2,3,4



• The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is an 
informal strategic dialogue between the United 
States, Japan, Australia and India that is maintained by talks between 
member countries. 

• The dialogue was initiated in 2007 by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, 
with the support of Vice President Dick Cheney of the US, Prime 
Minister John Howard of Australia and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India. 

• The dialogue was paralleled by joint military exercises of an unprecedented 
scale, titled Exercise Malabar. The diplomatic and military arrangement 
was widely viewed as a response to increased Chinese economic and 
military power, and the Chinese government responded to the 
Quadrilateral dialogue by issuing formal diplomatic protests to its 
members.
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MCQ 5

1. IORA is headquartered at Port Louis, Mauritius 

2. China & Russia are not associated with it.

3. Basically it was started by South Africa & India

Choose correct 

(A)1 & 2

(B)2 & 3

(C) 2 only 

(D)3 only





• The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), formerly known as the Indian 
Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional 
Cooperation (IOR-ARC), is an international organisation consisting of 
coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean. The IORA is a regional forum, 
tripartite in nature, bringing together representatives of Government, 
Business and Academia, for promoting co-operation and closer interaction 
among them. It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for 
strengthening Economic Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and 
Investment, Promotion as well as Social Development of the region. The 
Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is located at Ebene, Mauritius.

The organisation was first established as Indian Ocean Rim Initiative in Mauritius on 

March 1995 and formally launched on 6–7 March 1997 by the conclusion of 

a multilateral treaty known as the Charter of the Indian Ocean Rim Association for 

Regional Co-operation. The idea is said to have taken root during a visit of former 

South African Foreign Minister, Pik Botha, to India in November 1993. It was 

cemented during the subsequent presidential visit of Nelson Mandela to India in 

January 1995. Consequently, an Indian Ocean Rim Initiative was formed by South 

Africa and India. Mauritius and Australia were subsequently brought in. In March 

1997, the IOR-ARC was formally launched, with seven additional countries as 

members: Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Yemen, Tanzania, Madagascar and 

Mozambique
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MCQ 6

Countries located on same latitude as Gobi desert are
1. Afghanistan
2. Poland
3. Kazakhastan
4. South korea
Choose correct
(A) 1,2,3
(B) 2,3,4
(C) 3 only
(D) 3 & 4





•Exogenous 

•Ambiguous   

•Anathema 

•Sly 

•Formidable  

•Malleable

Vocabulary







Predictable chaos in Libya
The Iraqi-Libyan species of intervention, with UN ‘approval’ but 

under the West’s watch, is a post Cold-War phenomenon

• General Khalifa Haftar, head of the Libyan National Army, is advancing on the 
capital Tripoli, having taken control of the east of the country including most of 
the oilfields. Gen. Haftar had helped Muammar Qaddafi seize power in 1969 
before going into exile in the U.S. in the 1980s, but returned to Libya in 2011 to 
join in Qaddafi’s overthrow. He now casts himself as a conservative Salafist 
opposing Islamists and the Muslim Brothers, and has the backing — for their 
individual reasons — of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and some West Asian states, 
apart from Russia (openly) and France (covertly).

Libya’s Descent
• The United Nations recognized Tripoli’s administration is called the 

Government of National Accord, but is anything but that, being dependent on 
a motley of warlords, militant or moderate Islamists, secessionists and 
monarchists, all split on regional and ethnic lines. Even before Gen. Haftar 
launched his offensive, West Libya was replete with inter-militia battles and 
kidnappings. The Tripoli government commands no security forces, public 
administration scarcely exists, water, petrol and power shortages abound, 
and few banks operate. Thousands are fleeing towards Tunisia, and 180 
people have been killed so far in the recent fighting.



• The rule of the gun prevails in Libya ever since western forces overthrew Qaddafi. The oil-rich 
country, now a departure point for thousands of migrants travelling to Europe, once had one of 
Africa’s highest standards of living, free health care and education, with high female literacy and 
percentage of women in the workplace. Its inland waterway to green the eastern desert was called 
the world’s largest irrigation project. But after the western armed intervention supported by some 
Arab sheikhdoms, a perceptive commentator noted, “Nothing was certain, least of all what kind of 
country Libya would now become.”

• The revolt against Qaddafi began in Benghazi, and western intervention was legitimized by the fig leaf 
of a UN Security Council resolution calling for a ceasefire, a no-fly zone and protection of civilians, on 
which there were five abstentions which included India, Russia and China. Qaddafi accepted the 
resolution. Shortly thereafter, France, the U.K. and the U.S. attacked Qaddafi’s forces and NATO 
assumed responsibility for regime change at the same moment that an African Union mediation 
mission was en route to Libya.

• The Libyan tragedy, like those in Iraq, Syria and Yemen, and most probably to ensue in Afghanistan, 
illustrates wider issues at play. 

• Iraqi warring militias after the Second Gulf War empowered jihadists, made Iraq ungovernable, U.S. 
withdrawal inevitable, and led to the Balkanisation of the nation. No lessons were learned, causing 
former U.S. President Barack Obama to confess that his worst mistake was a failure to prepare for the 
aftermath of western intervention following Qaddafi’s overthrow. Western wishful thinking persists 
in the belief that Libya could arrive at a path to democracy that revives the country’s collapsed 
institutions, rather than falling under military rule.



• Post Cold-War phenomenon

• In 1965 and 1981, the UN adopted declarations on the inadmissibility of 
intervention in the domestic affairs of states, and until the 1990s the UN was the 
custodian of state sovereignty. The Iraqi-Libyan species of intervention, 
professedly with UN approval but actually under western control, is a post Cold-
War phenomenon, the motivation being to implant liberal democratic 
institutions and human rights, along with security concerns, usually thinly 
justified by 9/11 and lately the Islamic State. Exogenous state-building and a 
peripheral role for local leaders characterize this innovation in international 
relations. The spectre of failed states became a major concern, leading to the 
imposition of a neo-liberal agenda in the guise of human rights protection.

• The ambiguous legal justification for interventions not specifically authorized by 
the UN, such as the creation of safe havens in Iraq, established a pattern despite 
negative precedents that showed that attempting nation-building in societies 
divided by ethnic, factional, ideological and religious lines is beyond the capacity 
of any minority group of UN members, let alone of one super-power. None of the 
interventions could have taken place without the projection of U.S. power or its 
indirect underwriting.

• Two factors paved the way for these neo-protectorates; activists with rights-
based agendas joined the political mainstream, and western outrage to 
televised suffering. Activists united with foreign policy establishments, and third 
world disorder presented opportunities for sly expansion of mandates into new 
operating areas. Added to these was post-1990 revisionism towards state 
sovereignty and permissiveness to humanitarian interventions. Relativism 
towards sovereignty was anathema to post-colonial independent states, 
especially when western interventions were selective and political in nature, and 
the victims of intervention lacked the power to oppose.



• Western nations came to contemplate, albeit fitfully and inconsistently, neutralizing a 
number of sovereign states in the third world that were illiberal, war-torn or 
internally weak, as potential threats to international peace. But this essentially 
political project was presented as a high-minded enterprise with altruistic 
motivations, similar to the post-war occupations of Germany and Japan.

• There were many reasons for the failure of state-building in the new protectorates. 
The new elites were never very different or more liberal than those deposed. 

• Organised criminality was invigorated by opportunities created by the absence of 
proper law enforcement due to outsiders not understanding the consequences of 
their policies. This was because the interveners were more concerned with checking 
the power of institutions rather than building them, and to appease domestic 
opinion back home, concentrated on exit strategies and political markers such as 
holding elections.

• If the outcome was doubtful even in Kosovo in Europe, the challenge of transforming political and social 
cultures in the world beyond Europe, where there is no economic pull factor and traditions have little in 
common with western liberalism, was obviously far more formidable.

• As for humanitarian arguments and the Responsibility to Protect doctrine, such 
reasoning is malleable enough to be appropriated by Russia in Georgia and Ukraine. 
Whether in Libya or elsewhere, expeditionary interventions to implant human rights 
and democracy have a certain heuristic value in understanding the illusions of 
western hegemony which rose to prominence in our times and sought to mould the 
third world in its image.







MCQ 1

Which of the following can be threats to the biodiversity of a geographical 
area?(2012)
1. Global warming
2. Fragmentation of habitat
3. Invasion of alien species
4. Promotion of vegetarianism
Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



MCQ 2

In which one among the following categories of protected areas in 
India are local people not allowed to collect and use the 
biomass?(2012)

(a) Biosphere Reserves

(b) National Parks

(c) Wetlands declared under Ramsar Convention

(d) Wildlife Sanctuaries



MCQ 3

Biomass gasification is considered to be one of the sustainable solutions to the power 
crisis in India. In this context, which of the following statements is/are correct? (2012)

1. Coconut shells, groundnut shells and rice husk can be used in biomass gasification.

2. The combustible gases generated from biomass gasification consist of hydrogen and 
carbon dioxide only.

3. The combustible gases generated from biomass gasification can be used for direct 
heat generation but not in internal combustion engines.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below :

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



MCQ 4

Consider the following organisms: (2013)

1. Agaricus

2. Nostoc

3. Spirogyra

Which of the above is / are used as biofertilizer / biofertilizers

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(e) 2 and 3

(d) 3 only



MCQ 5

The most important strategy for the conservation of 
biodiversity together with traditional human life is the 
establishment of

A. biosphere reserves

B. botanical gardens

C. national parks

D. wildlife sanctuaries



MCQ 6

With reference to Balance of Payments, which of the following 
constitutes/constitute the Current Account?
1. Balance of trade
2. Foreign assets
3. Balance of invisibles
4. Special Drawing Right
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
A. 1 only
B. 2 and 3
C. 1 and 3
D. 1, 2 and 4



MCQ 7

Consider the following specific stages of demographic transition associated 
with economic development : (2012)

1. Low birthrate with low death rate

2. High birthrate with high death rate

3. High birthrate with low death rate

Select the correct order of the above stages using the codes given below :

(a) 1, 2, 3

(b) 2, 1, 3

(c) 2, 3, 1

(d) 3, 2, 1



MCQ 8

If the interest rate is decreased in an economy, it will

A. decrease the consumption expenditure in the 
economy

B. increase the tax collection of the Government

C. increase the investment expenditure in the economy

D. increase the total savings in the economy
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