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Consider the following :

1. Black-necked crane

2. Cheetah

3. Flying squirrel

4. Snow leopard

Which of the above are naturally found in India?

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



A sandy and saline area is the natural habitat of an Indian animal 
species. The animal has no predators in that area but its existence is 
threatened due to the destruction of its habitat. Which one of the 
following could be that animal?

1. Indian wild buffalo

2. Indian wild ass

3. Indian wild boar

4. Indian Gazelle



IUCN Red List Category



Olive Ridley Turtle
It is well known for its arribadas or annual mass nesting.

IUCN Status: Vulnerable. 

Protection under CITES Appendix 1

Indian Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. 

Operation Kachhapa: Launched by the Wildlife Protection 
Society of India in collaboration with the Orissa State Forest 

Department and the Wildlife Society of Odisha and other 
local NGO



Largest Subterranean Fish

World’s largest known subterranean (occurring under the 
earth’s surface) fish has been found recently in a cave In a 

remote forested area of Meghalaya’s Jaintia Hills. 

It is 40 cm long which is nearly five times the mean length 
for all known subterranean fish to date. 

It is an almost-blind species that seems similar to the 
Golden Mahseer



Flame Throated Bulbul 
The flame-throated bulbul, also called as Rubigula

It is a Schedule – IV bird, according to Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972. 

Its IUCN status is Least Concern

Flame-throated Bulbul is the State bird of Goa and is 
endemic to southern peninsular India. 

It is locally distributed in southern Andhra Pradesh, eastern 
Karnataka, Goa, Orissa, eastern Kerala and northern Tamil 

Nadu



Henneguya salminicola
Researchers have found a multicellular animal with no 

mitochondrial DNA.

The organism ‘Henneguya salminicola’ a microscopic 
parasite is a non-oxygen breathing animal

It is only known animal to exist without the need to 
breathe oxygen.

It is seen as a process of de-evolution, as it has shed 
unnecessary genes responsible for aerobic respiration and 

become an even simpler organism



Assam Roofed Turtle

Also known as Sylhet roofed turtle, it is found in the 
Brahmaputra-Meghna drainage in India (Assam) and parts 

of eastern Bangladesh.

IUCN Conservation Status: Endangered (EN)



Pygmy Hog
Pygmy Hog: Status changed from Critically Endangered 

(CR) to Endangered (EN). 

The Pygmy hog (Porcula salvania) is the world’s smallest
wild pig, with adults weighing only 8 kg

Habitat: Relatively undisturbed tall ‘terai’ grasslands. 

Distribution: Formerly, the species was more widely 
distributed along the southern Himalayan foothills but now 
is restricted to only a single remnant population in Manas

Wildlife Sanctuary and its buffer reserves.. 



Phillippine Eagle
Philippine Eagle, endemic to Philippines, is one of the 

world's biggest and most powerful birds. 

Population: Around 800 are believed left in the wild.

IUCN Conservation Status: Critically Endangered (CR)

Threats: Destruction of tropical rainforest and relentless 
hunting



Gold-Coated fungi

It is a naturally occurring strain of the Fusarium oxysporum
(fungi), discovered recently in Australia.

The fungi attaches gold to their strands by dissolving and 
precipitating particles from their surroundings through a 

process of oxidization.

Moreover, here gold serves as a catalyst, helping the 
fungus digest certain carbon foods which makes it grow 

larger and spread faster than those that don't interact with 
gold



Steppe eagle (Aquila Nipalensis)
It is believed to be the second-largest migratory eagle 

species to India.

It was recently sighted in Andhra Pradesh.

IUCN Conservation Status: Endangered (EN) 

Conversion of open habitats for aquaculture, pesticides and 
various effluents pose threat to the species. 

It nests in Northern Eurasia in an area stretching from the 
Black Sea coast to the hills in Eastern Kazakhstan and 

Russian Altai. 



Tiger
It is the tiger species native to India.

The largest populations of Bengal tigers are in

India

India is home to 80% of global tiger population.

IUCN Red List: Endangered, 

Wild life protection Act: Schedule I

CITES: Appendix I. 



Cheetah

Cheetah is a keystone species of dry forests, scrub forests, 
and savannahs. 

It was officially declared extinct in India in 1952.

It is also the world’s fastest land mammal.

It is one of the oldest of the big cat species

IUCN status: African Cheetah- Vulnerable and Asiatic 
Cheetah – Critically endangered (surviving only in Iran).



Great Indian Bustard
It is endemic to Indian Sub-continent, found in central India, 

western India and eastern Pakistan. 

Rajasthan has the highest population. It is thought to have 
completely disappeared from the states of Haryana, Punjab, 

Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh

Great Indian bustard is placed in Schedule I of the Indian 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

IUCN: Critically Endangered 



Indian Rhino

Rhinos in India are found in parts of Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal and Assam

The Indian Rhino is poached for its horn

Threats: poaching, habitat destruction, flooding etc

IUCN: Vulnerable, 

Wildlife protection Act: Schedule 1



Kondana Rat
Kondana Rat: Status changed from Critically Endangered 

(CR) to Endangered (EN). 

It is a nocturnal burrowing rodent that is found only in 
India. It is sometimes known to build nests. 

Habitat: Tropical and subtropical dry deciduous forests and 
tropical scrub. 

Distribution: Known only from the small Sinhagarh Plateau 
(about one km²), near Pune in Maharashtra. Reported from 

an elevation of about 1,270 m above mean sea level.



Forest Owlet

Forest Owlet: Status changed from Critically Endangered 
(CR) to Endangered (EN). 

Habitat: Dry deciduous forest. Distribution: South Madhya 
Pradesh, in north-west Maharashtra and north-central 

Maharashtra. 

Threats: Logging operations, burning and cutting of trees 
damage roosting and nesting trees of the Forest Owlet



Sispara Day Gecko

Sispara Day Gecko: Status changed from Critically 
Endangered (CR) to Near Threatened (NT). 

The Sispara day gecko (Cnemaspis sisparensis) is 
a species of gecko found in the Nilgiri Hills of India.

In colour, it is brown, with regular, transverse, dark 
bands across the body and tail.



Leatherback Turtle

Leatherback Turtle: Status changed from Critically 
Endangered (CR) to Vulnerable (VU). 

They are the largest of living sea turtles weighing as much 
as 900 kg. 

Habitat: Tropical and subtropical oceans 

Distribution: Found in tropical and temperate waters of the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Ocean



Knife Tooth Sawfish

Knife-tooth Sawfish: Status changed from Critically 
Endangered (CR) to Endangered (EN).

It has a long narrow snout with blade-like teeth and a shark-
like body. 

It spends most of its time near the bottom of the sea, 
sometimes going down to almost 40 m

Distribution: Widespread in western part of the Indo-Pacific 
region, including Red Sea. 



Snow Leopard
It is classified as Vulnerable by IUCN 

It is under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 
1972. 

They are listed in Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 

Appendix 1 of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS).

In India, Snow Leopards are found in the Himalayan and 
trans-Himalayan landscape at an elevation between 3,000 

meters and 5,400 m, spanning over 100,000 square km 
across Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 
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