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531. Semeru Volcano also known as the Great Mountain is located in: 

a) Maldives 

b) Andaman and Nicobar 

c) Indonesia 

d) Japan 



Answer: c 

Explanation:  

• Semeru, also known as the Great Mountain - is the highest volcano 

in Java and one of the most active. 

• Recently, Mount Semeru volcano of Indonesia erupted which killed 

at least 14 persons and left dozens injured. 

• Semeru volcano is also the part of the Island arcs formed by the 

subduction of the Indo-Australian plate below Sunda Plate (part of 

Eurasian Plate). The trench formed here is called Sunda trench 

whose major section is the Java Trench. 



 



532. Which of the following is not a part of China’s String of Pearls? 

a) Gwadar 

b) Chabahar 

c) Kyuk Phru 

d) Chittagong 



Answer: b 

Explanation: 

• Recently, Over the last few weeks, there have been continuous 

protests in Gwadar, Balochistan against mega development  

plans of the port city as part of the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor. 

 

• It is not just being developed as a trade port but as a dual 

purpose port for use by the Chinese Navy. 



• It is part of String of pearls theory, under which China is building 

state of the art gigantic modern ports all along the Indian Ocean 

and to the south of it, in Gwadar (Pakistan), Chittagong 

(Bangladesh, Kyauk Phru (Myanmar) and Hambantota (Sri 

Lanka). 

 

• The string of pearls is a strategic threat toIndia, as it aims to 

encircle India to establish Chinese dominance in the Indian 

Ocean. 



 



533. Consider the following statements with regard to the Line of Credit 

1. It is a credit facility extended by a bank or any other financial 

institution to a government, business or an individual customer 

2. Line of Credit is one of the Four Pillar Initiative agreed by 

India and Sri-Lanka 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 



Answer: c 

Explanation:  

• Recently, India and Sri Lanka agreed to a four-pronged approach to 

discuss initiatives on food and energy security to help mitigate Sri 

Lanka’s economic crisis. 

• Lines of credit: Lines of credit for food, medicines and fuel 

purchases granted by India.  

• Lines of credit is a credit facility extended by a bank or any other 

financial institution to a government, business or an individual customer, 

that enables the customer to draw the maximum loan amount. 



534. Which of the following is the World’s newest Republic? 

a) Barbados 

b) Barbuda 

c) Little Cayman 

d) Antigua 



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Recently, Barbados has officially removed Queen Elizabeth II as its 

head of state and become the world’s newest republic nearly 400 

years after the country became a British colony. 

• The Caribbean island nation, 55 years after its independence, got 

rid of the remnants of colonial rule by separating from Britain. 

•  Barbados, however, will continue to be one of the 54 

Commonwealth nations.’ 



• It is a small island country in the south-eastern Caribbean Sea.  

• Its neighbouring countries  include Saint Lucia, tothe north, Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines, to the west, and Trinidad and Tobago 

to the south. 



535. Global Gateway Plan is associated: 

a) European Union 

b) World Maritime Organization 

c) World Trade Organization 

d) OECD 



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Recently, the European Commission has announced a plan, called 

Global Gateway, to mobilise EURO 300 billion by 2027 in public 

and private infrastructure investment around the world. 

• Although the plan doesn’t mention China, it is seen as a response 

to China’s Belt and Road strategy. 

• To finance the project, the EU will use its European Fund for 

Sustainable Development Plus. 



• With Global Gateway,  the EU, in a Team Europe approach, will 

offer its  partners a response to the urgent needs: 

• To develop sustainable and high quality digital, climate and energy 

and transport infrastructures 

• Strengthen health, education and research systems across the 

world. 



536. The Euromaidan Movement was a wave of demonstrations and 

civil unrest in: 

a) Canada 

b) Australia 

c) Ukraine 

d) Russia 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, the US intelligence reports said the tension on the 

Russia-Ukraine border represents a major security crisis for the 

region, with the potential to snowball into a broader conflict. 

• Euromaidan (European Square) was a wave of demonstrations and 

civil unrest in Ukraine, which began in November 2013 with public 

protests in Maidan Nezalezhnosti (“Independence Square”) in Kyiv, 

Ukraine. 



• The protests were sparked by the Ukrainian government’s decision 

to suspend the signing of an association agreement with the 

European Union, instead choosing closer ties to Russia and the 

Eurasian Economic Union. 



537. The Strait of Kerch connects which of the following two sea? 

a) Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea 

b) Mediterranean Sea and Aegean Sea 

c) Black Sea and Sea of Marmara 

d) Black Sea and Sea of Azov 



 



Answer: d 

Explanation: 

• Recently, Black Sea is in news due to Russia and Ukraine conflict. 

• The Black Sea is located between Eastern Europe and Western 

Asia. 

• It is surrounded by the Pontic, Caucasus, and Crimean Mountains 

in the south, east and north respectively.  

• The Black Sea is also connected to the Sea of Azovby the Strait of 

Kerch. 



538. Consider the following statements with regard to the Regional 

Anti-Terrorist Structure of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(RATS-SCO) 

1. SCO-RATS is a permanent body of the SCO 

2. It is intended to facilitate coordination and interaction 

between the SCO member states in the fight against 

terrorism, extremism and separatism 



Select the CORRECTLY matched pairs using the codes given 

below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Answer: c 

• Recently, India assumed the Chairmanship of Council of Regional 

Anti-Terrorist Structure of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(RATS-SCO) in 2021 for a period of one year.  

• In pursuance of this, the National Security Council Secretariat 

(NSCS) in association with Data Security Council of India (DSCI), 

organized a Seminar on Securing Cyberspace in the Contemporary 

Threat Environment. 



• SCO-RATS is a permanent body of the SCO and is intended to 

facilitate coordination and interaction between the SCO member 

states in the fight against terrorism, extremism and separatism. 

• The main functions of SCO-RATS are coordination and information 

sharing. 

• As a member, India has actively participated in the activities of 

SCO-RATS. 



539. Consider the following statements with regard to the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 

1. It is the only international convention which stipulates a 

framework for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. 

2. It divides marine areas into six main zones 

3. It provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal 

states and those navigating the oceans 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: c 

• Recently, India reiterated its support for the United  Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

• India also supported freedom of navigation and over flight, and 

unimpeded commerce, based on the principles of international law, 

reflected notably in the UNCLOS 1982. 

• India is a state party to the UNCLOS. 

• It is also known as Law of the Sea. It divides marine areas into five 

main zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous 

Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas. 



• It is the only international convention which stipulates a framework 

for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It provides a different legal 

status to different maritime zones. 

• It provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal states 

and those navigating the oceans.  

• It not only zones coastal states’ offshore areas butal so provides 

specific guidance for states’ rights and responsibilities in the five 

concentric zones. 



540. Recently, the Summit for Democracy was hosted by 

a) USA 

b) India 

c) United Kingdom 

d) China 



Answer: a 

Explanation: 

• Recently, the Summit for Democracy was hosted by the United 

States “to renew democracy at home and confront autocracies abroad”. 

• The US President also announced the establishment of the 

Presidential Initiative for Democratic Renewal that will provide 

foreign assistance initiatives. 

•  It aims to show how open, rights-respecting societies can work 

together to effectively tackle the challenges of present time, such as 

the Covid-1 pandemic, the climate crisis, and inequality. 
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