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The Tripura Legislative Assembly passed a resolution on the 19th 

March, 1982 and again on the 11th February, 1983, urging the 

Government of India to apply the provisions  

of the Sixth Schedule to 

the Constitution to the tribal areas of the State of Triupura.  

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
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The State Government of Tripura, therefore, recommended 

amendment of the Constitution for the purpose.  

 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
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 Though under the Tripura Tribal Areas 

Autonomous District Council Act, 1979, an autonomous District 

Council has been functioning in the State, it was considered necessary 

to give it Constitutional sanctity with a view to meet the aspirations of the 

tribal population.  

 

The Council is expected to ensure rapid 

development of tribal areas and self-governance by the tribals. 
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Amendment of article 244.-In article 244 of the Constitution, in 

clauses (1) and (2), for the words "and Meghalaya", the words 

"Meghalaya and Tripura" shall be substituted. 
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4. Amendment of the Sixth Schedule.-In the Sixth Schedule to the 

Constitution,- 

(a) in the heading, for the words "and Meghalaya", the words ", 

Meghalaya and Tripura" shall be substituted; 

(b) in sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph I, for the words and figures 

"Parts I and II", the words, figures and letter "Parts I,II and IIA" 

shall be substituted; 

(c) After paragraph 12A, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:- 
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The Sixth Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of 

tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, according 

to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution.  

What is the Sixth Schedule  

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1624304/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1624304/


16 

Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights 

of tribal population through the formation of Autonomous District Councils 

(ADC). ADCs are bodies representing a district to which the Constitution has given 

varying degrees of autonomy within the state legislature.    

What is the Sixth Schedule  

https://www.news18.com/news/politics/state-within-a-state-the-curious-case-of-representation-in-assams-autonomous-district-constituency-2066289.html
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The governors of these states are empowered to reorganise 

boundaries of the tribal areas.  

 

In simpler terms, she or he can choose to include or exclude any 

area, increase or decrease the boundaries and unite two or more 

autonomous districts into one. They can also alter or change the 

names of autonomous regions without a separate legislation.   

What is the Sixth Schedule  
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• Along with ADCs, the Sixth Schedule also provides for separate Regional 

Councils for each area constituted as an autonomous region.  

 

• In all, there are 10 areas in the Northeast that are registered as 

autonomous districts – three in Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram and one in 

Tripura. These regions are named as district council of (name of district) 

and regional council of (name of region). 

Autonomous districts and regional councils 
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Each autonomous district and regional council consists of not more 

than 30 members, of which four are nominated by the governor and 

the rest via elections.  

 

All of them remain in power for a term of five years. 



Bodoland Territorial Region 

 

• It would include the villages which are dominated by Bodos but are 
outside BTAD presently. Villages with non-Bodo population would be 
excluded from it. 

 

• A committee will be formed to decide the exclusion and inclusion of 
new areas. Subsequently, the total number of Assembly seats will go 
up to 60, from the existing 40. 

 

• Both the representatives of the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) and 
of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) will be present in the committee. 

 

• Bodo-Kachari Welfare Council will be set up for focused development 
of Bodo villages outside BTAD. 
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The ADCs are empowered with civil and judicial powers, can 

constitute village courts within their jurisdiction to hear trial of cases 

involving the tribes.  

 

Governors of states that fall under the Sixth Schedule specifies the 

jurisdiction of high courts for each of these cases. 

DCs empowered with civil and judicial powers 
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The councils are also empowered to make legislative laws on 

matters like land, forests, fisheries, social security, entertainment, 

public health, etc. with due approval from the governor.  

 

The roles of the central and state governments are restricted 

from the territorial jurisdiction of these autonomous regions. 

 

DCs empowered with civil and judicial powers 
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 Also, Acts passed by Parliament and state legislatures may or 

may not be levied in these regions unless the President and the 

governor gives her or his approval, with or without modifications in 

the laws for the autonomous regions. 
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