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Which among  the following is correct regarding ASEAN?

1) ASEAN, is a geo-political and economic organization with 10 member 
countries, formed in August 1967.

2) There is no free trade agreement between India and ASEAN

1 only

2 only

1 and 2 both

None of the above



ASEAN Outlook on the INDO-PACIFIC

An initiative that reinforces the ASEAN- centered regional architecture which is 
not aimed at creating new mechanisms or replacing existing ones; rather, 

intended to enhance ASEAN’s Community building process and to strengthen 
and give new momentum for existing ASEAN-led mechanisms.
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It involves the further strengthening and optimization of ASEAN-led 
mechanisms, including the East Asia Summit (EAS), the ASEAN Regional Forum 

(ARF) etc.

It enumerates the four functional areas through which ASEAN believes 
collaboration can be tangibly advanced:

Maritime cooperation

Connectivity

Sustainable development

Economic and Other Possible Areas of Cooperation.



Indo-Pacific Region
Indo-Pacific is a geopolitical term that has gained traction in recent years.

USA renamed its Pacific Command to U.S. Indo- Pacific Command in 2018.

‘Indo-pacific’ was mentioned in Prime Minister’s speech delivered at the Shangri 
La Dialogue in Singapore in 2018.

India interprets the geographical reach of Indo- Pacific from Eastern coast of 
Africa to the Western coast of North and South America, which covers both the 

Indian and Pacific Oceans.

However, different countries have different interpretation
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ASEAN

ASEAN, is a geo-political and economic organization with 10 member countries, 
formed in August 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and 

Thailand.

The membership expanded to include Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar and Vietnam.

In 2009, India-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AIFTA) was signed in Bangkok.

ASEAN-India Free Trade Area entered into force by the ASEAN-India 
Agreements on Trade in Service and Investments on 1 July 2015.
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Who among the following is not the member of Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership ?

1) Pakistan

2) Australia

3) Japan

4) Thailand



Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership

India has decided not to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP).
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RCEP

RCEP was Free Trade Agreement (FTA) involving 16 countries (Now, 15
COUntries), including the 10 ASEAN countries and China, Japan, South Korea, 

Australia, New Zealand and India.

RCEP seeks to provide a framework aimed at lowering trade barriers and 
securing improved market access for goods and services for businesses in 

the region.

The reason for opting out are trade deficit (India’s trade deficit with RCEP is 
60% of its total deficit), Threat to domestic markets, Strict IPR policy, 

competition from China
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East Asia Summit

It is leader-led forum at which all key partners meet to discuss the full range of 
political, security and economic challenges facing the Indo-Pacific, and has an 

important role to play in advancing closer regional cooperation.

The EAS has 18 members - the ten ASEAN countries (Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 

Vietnam) along with Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of 
Korea, the United States and Russia.

This represents 54 per cent of the world's population and accounts for around 
58 per cent of global GDP.
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East Asia Conference on Maritime 
Security Cooperation

This is the fourth (Chennai) in a series of EAS Maritime Security 
Conferences organized by the Indian government. Earlier three were, (New 

Delhi in 2015), (Goa in 2016) and (Bhubaneswar in 2018).
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About the conference

It was organized by Ministry of External Affairs, in partnership with the 
governments of Australia and Indonesia

It is to provide a platform for free and open dialogue among all the EAS partners 
on various issues of maritime security cooperation, and to come up with useful 

suggestions on tackling challenges in the maritime domain in a cooperative 
manner



India holds 2+2 meeting with which of the following countries?

1) Australia

2) Japan

3) USA

4) All of the above



2+2 Dialogue

The 2+2 ministerial dialogue is seen as an upgrade of the meeting between foreign 
and defense secretaries of the two countries, the first round of which took place in 

2010.

WHY IN NEWS



More in news

The ministerial level meeting was held after a decision to institute a Foreign 
and Defense Ministerial Dialogue was taken during the 13th India-Japan 

Annual Summit held in Japan in 2018.

2+2 meeting aimed to give further momentum to their special strategic 
partnership, particularly in the maritime domain.

The two sides exchanged views on the situation in the Indo-Pacific region and 
resolved to work for achieving shared objective of peace, prosperity and 

progress in the region.



India’s 2+2 Mechanism

Japan is the second country with which India has 2+2 ministerial dialogue (USA 
being the other one)

India and Australia also have the 2+2 at the official level.

With this, India has 2+2 mechanism with all the Quad countries at some level.



Indian Ocean Dialogue

The IOD is a flagship initiative of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).

It is a Track 1.5 discussion, encouraging an open and free flowing dialogue 
by academia and officials on strategic issues of the Indian Ocean Region.
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Track 1.5 diplomacy

Track 1.5 diplomacy involves both officials and non-officials (business leaders, 
business organizations and all possible non diplomats).

It is seen as a midway between Track I (governmental diplomacy) and Track 
II. (backchannel diplomacy through non- state actors).



Indian Ocean Rim Association

It is an inter-governmental organization aimed at strengthening regional 
cooperation and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean region 

through its 22 Member States and 9 Dialogue Partners.

The members include Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles, 

Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab 
Emirates, Maldives and Yemen.

The major priorities & focus areas include: Fisheries Management, Blue 
Economy, Women’s Economic Empowerment, Maritime Safety & Security etc.
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Mekong Ganga Cooperation

The 10th Mekong-Ganga Cooperation Ministerial Meeting was recently held in 
Bangkok, Thailand.
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Mekong Ganga Cooperation

It is an initiative by six countries – India and five ASEAN countries, namely, 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam (Mekong passes through 

these five countries along with China).

It seeks for cooperation in tourism, culture, education, as well as transport 
and communications.

It was launched in 2000 at Vientiane, Laos.

Both the Ganga and the Mekong are civilizational rivers, and the MGC 
initiative aims to facilitate closer contacts among the people inhabiting these 

two major river basins.
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Eurasian Economic Union

It is an international organization for regional economic integration established 
by the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union.

It came into force on 1 January 2015.

It provides for free movement of goods, services, capital and labor, pursues 
coordinated, harmonized and single policy in the sectors determined by the Treaty 

and international agreements within the Union.



Member Countries

Members: Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan. 
Former three are founding members
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