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It Pays (Literally) To Do Your Research: 

The Restoration of My Late Father’s Omega Constellation 
 

By: Ari Grief 

July 2013 

 

 
My father passed away when I was a little boy leaving a big hole in my life that to this day I still 
have yet to reconcile. Fortunately for me my tight-knit family rolled up its collective sleeves and with 
much love and support we all moved forward and persevered. After all, life must go on no matter 
what is thrown at you.  
 
As it is, I’m lucky to have the memories I do have of my father, from going on holiday to New York 
and Vermont in the States to throwing around the baseball and doing other sports-related activities. 
I cherish these memories and think of them often.  
 
As a child I sometimes rummaged through the house 
when I was bored and would find some of my father’s 
things scattered about which in some ways helped me 
to get to know him a bit better. Things like his guitar, his 
Super 8 film equipment and library of books helped me 
understand that he actually had quite a few interests 
that I was completely unaware of.  
 
As for keepsakes, he wasn’t that big on jewelry or knick-
knacks but he did have quite a few pairs of cuff links 
and a couple of watches. One of those watches, stored 
safely in his night stand drawer in a small wooden bowl 
(it was there for many years, even my stepfather didn’t 
touch it) was an Omega Constellation. 
 
My mother didn’t know much about it except that it didn’t 
work. And if it weren’t for the inscription on the case 
back, it’d really be something shrouded in mystery – 
except for the fact that it was my father’s watch.  
 
It says:     “Louis Grief 

June 1960 
We Love You  
Mother and Family” 

 
So it seems this Omega Constellation was given to my father upon his graduation from university in 
June 1960 from his family. Nice gift! 
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Sometime after I left our family home to live on my own, my mother gave me the watch for 
safekeeping. It wasn’t working, but it looked relatively good. Like my mother, I have an appreciation 
for history and possess somewhat of a nostalgic streak. But it just went from one drawer to 
another. 
 
Years later, I thought I really should bring this ticker back to life. It is an Omega after all! What 
better way to feel closer to my dad than to wear his old wristwatch!? But I had no idea where to go 
or whom to turn to get this done. I didn’t even know what was wrong with it. It seemed fine, it just 
didn’t tick, and the crystal was cracked. So around 10 years ago, I did some research and found an 
authorized Omega dealer located in a mall. I figured they would know best. Back then I was still in 
school and didn’t really have much money and to tell you the truth, I had no idea as to the cost of 
these things. 
 
I remember talking to a woman at the dealership and letting her look at the watch. I don’t 
remember if she opened up the back but I guess she must have, because she quoted me a price at 
the time that sounded like a lot of money. I think it was $500 dollars or maybe more.  
 

I felt my late father’s Omega 
Constellation required the 
“personal” touch. I was right. 
 
The point is it seemed like a lot of 
money so I decided to pass. But I 
could have paid it out. The real 
reason was that the woman came off 
a bit arrogant and I didn’t get a good 
vibe from her. Did I want her to mess 
around with my father’s watch? I don’t 
think so. So back to the drawer it 
went. 

 
Fast-forward to almost two years ago. I was going through my drawer and again there was the 
watch. I was in a different situation and no longer in school. It was always in the back of mind that I 
would get it fixed. “Let’s do this already!” I said to myself. 
 
Thankfully by this time my attitude had changed somewhat too – more of an understanding and 
appreciation – for things old. Watching shows like PBS’ “Antiques Roadshow” and History 
Channel’s “American Pickers” turned me on not only to collecting, but to appreciating the past and 
more importantly, things done right. The last thing I wanted to do was fix the watch but ruin its 
intrinsic and historical value. So I needed someone’s advice and insights on how to approach this 
project. Because, that’s how I now saw it. I was restoring my father’s watch. I wanted to do it the 
right way. It was a project. 
 
So I started like we all do these days: on the internet. I googled “Omega Constellation” to see if I 
could learn more about the watch. I found some good stuff and because of the inscription dating it 
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to 1960, was able to make some conclusions. But I needed a real voice and more importantly, 
some real direction.  
 
Eventually I landed on Desmond’s blog. Leafing through his articles, one thing immediately struck 
me: “This guy sure loves Omegas!!!”   So out of the blue I wrote Desmond an email explaining my 
situation and concerns and sure enough, he wrote me right back (he’s in Australia, I’m in Canada) 
indicating absolutely, he’d be more than happy to evaluate my father’s Omega. If I could be so kind 
to send him some pictures of the timepiece, that’d go a long way. So that’s what I did. 
 
Soon after, to my delight I received an extremely detailed – and interesting – response: 
 

Hi Ari 
  
What a lovely heirloom and inscription on the back of the watch. 
  
Firstly, let's start with the case. It is a model 14381 Constellation and the case, bezel and lugs are very 
sharp, which means the watch was looked after. The case back medallion, where the engraving is, is 
also complete with all stars and is not worn. Gold tends to wear because it is a moderately soft metal. 
This model was first released in 1959 and so the 1960 purchase means that your father had a state of 
the art watch when it was given to him in 1960. 
 
The dial, which is called a domed dial, is in excellent condition. The hour markers are gold too, as are 
the hands. Originally, the hands and markers had radium dots in the markers and the skeletonised part 
of the hands. There is still some remaining radium/tritium. 
 
The calibre is cal 551, a beautiful movement and regarded, believe it or not, as probably the best 
production non date automatic ever made, and that is of all Swiss movements of the time. Please read 
my essay 'Movements Part 3' to gain an idea of the quality of this famous movement. I have also 
attached an extract from the Omega records for this watch. 
  
At the time this watch was purchased by your grandparents, Omega was regarded as the finest of all 
the production watches, better than Rolex, and the brand had the highest visibility in the developed 
world of any watch. So your grandmother knew she was buying quality. 
 
Not sure if the watch is 14k gold or 18k gold, but the case is solid gold. If 14k,  watch in going order 
would be worth USD 2300 – 2400 (global internet price) USD3200 - 3300 (in a bricks and mortar 
vintage watch dealership) and around 4500 - 5000USD as 'insurance replacement' (The value an 
appraiser would put on the watch as the cost of replacing it with an equivalent today) If 18k value would 
be USD 2900, 3900 and 5500 - 6000. 
 
So, that means it's well worth project managing a restoration. I say project managing because it is very 
important the watch is not over-restored. The problem you describe sounds to me like the mainspring 
needs replacing - either that or the movement needs a new crown stem.   
 
I would strongly recommend that you don’t send the watch through to Omega as they will want to send 
it to Bienne and do an expensive and in my opinion unsympathetic restoration, where the watch will 
return looking like new and would have lost its vintage 'importance'.  I would source a watchmaker who 
has worked on vintage Omegas over time, and I would ask for a quote prior to giving the go-ahead on 
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the work. I know Birks Montreal does good work but I'm not sure about Toronto. 
 
So here's the instructions I would give to a watchmaker. (In writing): 

 

• Replace the crystal (watch glass) with a new Omega crystal; 

• Brush the dial lightly only so as to remove any radium/tritium detritus. Do not under any 
circumstance refinish the dial; 

• Clean the hands of any residual tritium/radium with care; 

•  Dis-assemble, clean and oil the movement. Replace any problem parts with genuine Omega 
parts; 

• Replace the crown and return old crown. The genuine decagonal crown for the 2mm crown 
pipe sized 14381 may not be available, so replace with crown recommended by Omega; 

•  Lightly polish the case. Please ensure that you maintain the sharpness of the bezel and lug 
edges, and 

• Do not polish the case back. 
 

I would expect the above to cost between 350 - 500 Canadian (depending on parts replacement), 
as opposed to up to three times that if you sent the watch to Bienne. I hope I've answered all your 
questions Ari. If not, feel free to clarify.  
 
Good luck with the revival of this lovely piece. 

  
Cheers 
  
Desmond 

 
Well! That was a lot to chew on. Blew my mind to be honest. Who would’ve thought watches could 
be so interesting!? And so after a few other small questions and clarifications from Desmond, I was 
off to Birks, where I thought my grandmother may have originally purchased it and where he 
thought might be the best place to start. 
 
Once there, I was told Birks had a minimum $500 fee. I didn’t like that. Then after reviewing the 
watch, in which I was told they no longer performed the work in-house, they said it would cost $900 
to fix it -- and that didn’t include a new strap which it so badly needed. They also neglected to tell 
me what was indeed wrong with the watch. 
 
And so back to the drawer it went! 
 
But I also informed Desmond and he replied that he’d look for another option in my area. Sure 
enough, he came up with a watch repair guy by the name of Shane Ede highly recommended by 
others in my area. 
 
 



 

5  

© Ari Grief 2013   http://omega-constellation-collectors.blogspot.com  This work may not be re-produced or hosted on any other 
website without the permission of the copyright owner 

 

 

Shane Ede, an old-school watch repairer with 
a flair for jazz. 
 
But Shane seemed difficult, almost elusive to get 
in touch with. He didn’t do email and I couldn’t 
reach him over the phone. And as time went by, it 
slowly fell from my thoughts. 
 
Again! 
 
But last month, I found Mr. Ede’s phone number 
cleaning up my desk and tried him again. And this 
time I got the man on the phone. We talked for a 
bit and I made an appointment to come by (he 
works in the top floor of his apartment). 
 
 

Once at his apartment, I found Shane at work at his 
desk surrounded by interesting watch repair gadgets 
and a solid collection of jazz cd’s which made me 
drool. He threw one into the cd player and cracked 
open the Omega.  
 
I then looked inside to confirm what Desmond 
mentioned I would find in regards to the gold and the 
calibre movement. There was that little squirrel. 
 
Shane stated there didn’t seem to be much wrong 
with the watch, save for the fact that there must have 
been some water damage at some point in time, and 
that’s why it wasn’t working. The crown stem needed 
to be replaced along with the crystal but aside from 
that and a bit of a cleaning, it should be good to go.  
 
The insides of the watch confirmed pretty much 
everything that Desmond mentioned. You can 
see the “551” stamp at just a bit past twelve in 
this picture. 
 
I made sure to read Shane all of Desmond’s 
instructions outlined in his original email and left the 
Omega with him. 
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So take a look at the final product. Not 
over-restored and ready for special 
occasions. I’m really pleased. 
 
Price: $350, including a nice alligator 
strap. 
 
So what’s the moral of the story? I’m not 
too sure, to be honest. But I can 
confidently say it surely pays to take 
your time (maybe not as much as I did), 
do your research and work with 
whatever resources you have available 
so you feel you’re doing the right thing.  
 
Many thanks to Desmond and Shane for 
helping bring my late father’s vintage 
1960 Omega Constellation back to life. 
 
 
 
 
 

My late father’s 1960 Omega Constellation. Ticking once 
again. 


