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WhatsApp hacking 

Unnamed entities using an Israeli 
spyware Pegasus. 

WhatsApp: Indian journalists and 

human rights activists were among 

those globally spied upon. 

GoI expressed concern over WhatsApp 

not disclosing the Pegasus hacking 
incident during its multiple rounds of 

discussions with the Centre since June. 

 



The government has already asked the 

messaging platform to explain the 
matter and list out the measures that 

have been taken by it to safeguard the 

privacy of millions of Indians. 

The company has been asked to submit 

its response by November 4. 

Facebook-owned WhatsApp has over 

1.5 billion users globally, of which 

India alone accounts for about 400 
million. 



India US on Money Laundering 

7th Meeting of the Economic and 
Financial Partnership (EFP) 

Both nations are committed to 
enhance cooperation in tackling money 
laundering and combating the 
financing of terrorism. 

The Indian delegation was led by 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of 
Finance and the US side was led by 
Steven Mnuchin, the US Secretary of 
the Treasury.  



The two sides took note of the progress made in 

sharing financial account information between the 

two countries under the Inter-Governmental 
Agreement pursuant to the FATCA . 

Both sides will continue to collaborate and share 

experiences for tackling offshore tax evasion, it 

added.  

The two countries also re-affirmed their commitment 

to greater economic cooperation on global economic 

issues, both bilaterally and multilaterally in the G20 

and other fora. 



India has set up the National 
Infrastructure and Investment Fund 
(NIIF) to catalyze private institutional 

investment in Indian infrastructure, for 

which the United States has provided 
technical support.  

It further said India and the US are 

working together to attract more 

private sector capital to finance India's 

infrastructure needs and further raise 

growth for both countries.  



RCEP talks 

Hard last-minutes negotiations on 

RCEP between India and others — 

including China — are expected over 

the weekend in Thailand. 

India fiercely pitching for safeguard 

mechanisms to protect its domestic 
industry from any onslaught of 
dumping, a senior government official 

said. 



Modi will be in Thailand from November 2 
to 4 to attend the Asean, East Asian and 

RCEP summits. 

While most of the over two dozen issues 

relating to the RCEP are settled, differences 

on certain critical ones —including tariffs, 
safeguards and rules of origin — with 

countries like China are yet to be resolved.  

Most RCEP members want to conclude the 

negotiations and announce a deal in 2019 so 

that it can be formally signed in 2020. 



Export Preparedness Index 

The government is likely to release the 

first index to rank states and Union 

territories based on their preparedness 
to promote exports. 

The exercise would help in promoting 

healthy competition among states and 

UTs to work on parameters for 

promoting the country's exports, which 

is one of the key indicators for 
boosting economic growth.  



Business envionment 

Infrastructure  

Transport connectivity 

Access to finance 

Export infrastructure 

Trade support 



Both the Niti Aayog and the commerce 
ministry is working on this index.  

Besides overall ranking, it will also be 
there for coastal states, landlocked 

states and hilly states.  

The government is already carrying out 
similar exercise to rank states and UTs on 
the ease of doing business.  

India's share in global merchandise 

exports and services was 1.7% & 3.4% 
respectively.  



Forex Reserves 

25 Oct 2019: India's forex reserves 
increased by $1.832 billion to a new 
lifetime high of $442.583 billion. 

RBI: jump in core currency assets and 
value of gold 

Expressed in US dollar terms, the 
foreign currency assets include the 
effect of appreciation or depreciation 
of non-US units like the euro, pound 
and the yen held in the foreign 
exchange reserves. 



The value of the gold reserves 

increased by $191 million to $27.052 
billion for the week. 

The special drawing rights with the 

International Monetary Fund was up 

by $1 million to $1.441 billion. 

The country's reserve position with the 

Fund dipped by $2 million to $3.637 
billion, the data showed. 
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 Do you know?  

Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  
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