


Girish Chandra Murmu appointed first 
Lieutenant Governor of J&K

Girish Chander Murmu, a senior IAS officer, 
who worked closely with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Gujarat and was the 

expenditure secretary, was appointed the first 
Lt Governor of Jammu and Kashmir



RK Mathur becomes first Lt Governor of 
Ladakh

Former defence secretary Radha Krishna 
Mathur was appointed the first Lt Governor of 
strategically located Ladakh. The 65-year-old 

bureaucrat, belonging to 1977 IAS batch, 
retired as chief information commissioner last 

year. 



J&K’s Chenani-Nashri Tunnel renamed after Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee

The 9.2-kilometer-long Chenani-Nashri tunnel to be 
renamed after Bharatiya Jana Sangh founder Dr Shyama 

Prasad Mukherjee. 

The renaming is homage by Central government to Dr. 
Shyama Prasad whose battle for Kashmir, One Nation One 

Flag has immensely contributed in national integration.

This decision comes two months after India abrogated 
Article 370 in August 2019.



About Chenani-Nashri tunnel

It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in 2017 and is also known as the Patnitop tunnel. It is 

the longest tunnel in Jammu and Kashmir and is 
located on National Highway (NH) 44.

The tunnel bypasses snow-bound upper reaches and 
provides a safe, all- weather route to commuters 

travelling from Jammu and Udhampur to Ramban, 
Banihal and Srinagar



This bi-directional tunnel reduces distances between 
Jammu and Srinagar by 30 km and travel time by 2 

hours.

It is a single-tube bi-directional tunnel, with a 9.35-
metre carriageway, and a vertical clearance of 5-

metres. There is also a parallel escape tunnel with 
‘Cross Passages’ connecting to main tunnel at 

intervals of 0.30 Km.



It is equipped with world-class security systems and 
has smart features like ventilation, surveillance and 
broadcast systems; fire-fighting system; integrated 
traffic control system (ITCS); and SOS (emergency) 

call-boxes at every 150 metres.

Besides being India’s longest road tunnel with a 
length of 9.28 km (5.8 mi) it is also India’s first tunnel 

with a fully integrated tunnel control system.



First-ever Ladakh Literature Festival

Ladakh administration organized the first-ever 
Ladakh Literature festival. The three day 

Literature Festival was being organized from 29 
to 31 October 2019. 

At venues like historic Leh palace and Central 
Asian Museum the Ladakh Literature Festival will 

now be held annually.



Objective: To celebrate the uniqueness of the 
region in the fields of Literature, Art and Culture.

The first-ever Ladakh Literature Festival is going to 
witness transformation of Ladakh from a division to 

Union Territory (UT). 

During the festival the screenings of Ladakhi films, 
discussions on Heritage and presentations on 

History and Archeology of Ladakh will take place.



Sangam Youth Festival organised by Indian Army

More than 1,500 students from 32 different colleges 
and universities participated in the ‘Sangam Youth 
Festival’ held at Bhadarwah, Jammu and Kashmir. 
The festival was organised from 11 October to 15 

October 2019.

The event was inaugurated by the Northern Army 
commander Lt General Ranbir Singh.



The 5 day festival was organised by Indian Army in 
collaboration with Jammu University with the aim of 

spreading message of peace, prosperity, communal harmony 
and national integration.

This event comes in continuation with Indian army and 
administration’s effort to engage youngsters in productive 

activities. 

It is being organised in a manner so that the youngster 
students explore and learn from each other and are inducted 
into mainstream at the same time maintaining country’s rich 

cultural heritage.



Col. Chewang Rinchen Setu inaugurated in 
Ladakh

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated Col. 
Chewang Rinchen Setu (Bridge) in Ladakh. It is 

named in honor of Colonel Chewang
Rinchan who was one of the highly decorated 

officers in Indian Army from Ladakh.

He was also a Maha Vir Chakara awardee (1952).





About Setu

The bridge has been constructed at an altitude of 14,650 
feet in forward area of Ladakh region. It has been built 

on strategically important road Durbuk Shyok Daulat Beg 
Oldie in sub sector north in eastern Ladakh. It is 45 km 

east of Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China.

The bridge is 4.5 metres wide and can accommodate 
vehicles of 70 tonnes class. It will also reduce travel time 
by about half and help in development of border areas 

and villages across Shyok River.



The Bridge has been built by Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO). During the foundation of the 

bridge, the BRO used the micro pile technology to 
overcome the technological challenges in this remote 

area of Ladakh.

The construction of the Bridge was completed within 
15 working months using 6900 cubic meters of 

concrete and 1984 metric tons of steel.



First government operated day care recreation centre
for senior citizens inaugurated in Leh

The first Government-sponsored and operated day-
care cum recreation centre for senior citizens was 
inaugurated by Supreme Court judge, Justice S. 

Abdul Nazeer in presence of Chief Justice J&K, Gita 
Mittal in Leh.

The day care Centre will provide a raft of medical 
facilities including geriatric care, health consultations 

and check-ups, physiotherapy as well legal service the 
senior citizens would require on various legal issues.



The premise will also be equipped with computer 
learning and a library and the aged citizens can 

entertain themselves with indoor games and 
recreational activities. 

It will be one stop-shop for entertainment, medical 
services and legal aid for the aged people of the 

Ladakh region.



J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik gives assent to 
National Law University Bill 2019

Jammu and Kashmir then Governor Satya Pal Malik 
has given assent to the Jammu and Kashmir 

National Law University Bill thereby paving way for 
the establishment of a National Law University in 

Jammu and Kashmir.

It will bring Jammu and Kashmir at par with other 
States where National Law Universities have been 

established. 



The proposal owes its origin to the 
resolution moved by the ‘All India Law 
Ministers Conference’ in mid-nineties, 

wherein, it resolved to set up in each State 
a Law School modelled on the lines of 

National Law School University for 
improving quality of professional legal 

education.



Ladakhi Shondol dance created history



Ladakhi Shondol dance has created history yet again by 
breaking into the Guinness book of world records as the 

largest Ladakhi dance. 

408 women artists in traditional dresses performed 
gracefully the Shondol dance on the occasion of the 

Annual Naropa Festival.

The ongoing Buddhist carnival near the 11th-century 
world-famous Hemis Monastery in Ladakh has created 

history as one of the folk dance namely Shondol has broke 
the previous record of 299 artists dance of Shondol in the 

2018 festival.



Shondol is famous dance , which used to be 
performed by artists for King of Ladakh on special 

occasion. 

It was organised by the Live to Love India, Drukpa 
Charitable Trust and Young Drukpa Association.

During the festival, it was not only focused on Zero 
usage of Plastic but also sensitise the religious and 
community leaders on plastic waste management 

and recycling.



Jammu and Kashmir topped the highest 
consumption of iodized salt

Jammu & Kashmir topped the highest consumption 
of iodized salt and Tamil Nadu ranked last as the 

lowest consumption of iodized salt in the country. 

The study has shown 76.3% of Indian households 
use iodized salt



The survey was conducted by Nutrition International in 
collaboration with the AIIMS and the Indian Coalition for 

the Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD).

The survey tested the iodine content in samples of cooking 
salt from households to estimate the coverage of iodised

salt.

Iodised salt is salt with at least 15 parts per million of 
iodine.



The five worst performers were: Tamil Nadu 
(61.9%), Andhra Pradesh (63.9%), Rajasthan 

(65.5%), Odisha (65.8%) and Jharkhand 
(68.8%).

The Five Top performers were: J&K, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya 





Key findings:

§ Gujarat produces 71% of salt in the country, followed by 
Rajasthan at 17% and Tamil Nadu at 11%.

§ 3% of Indian households consumed adequately iodised salt.

§ Tamil Nadu (61.9%) has the lowest consumption of iodized 
salt despite being the third biggest producer of salt in the 

country.

§ Only 13 out of 36 States have achieved Universal Salt 
Iodisation or have 90% of households with access to 

adequately iodised salt.



Govt Sets up Three-Member Committee to Look into 
Assets, Liabilities of J&K

The Centre has constituted a three-member committee to 
look into distribution of assets and liabilities of Jammu and 
Kashmir between two successor Union territories, which will 

come into existence on October 31.

While former defence secretary Sanjay Mitra will be the 
chairman of the committee, retired IAS officer Arun Goyal 

and retired Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS) officer Giriraj
Prasad Gupta will be its members.



As per Section 84 of the Act, the assets and 
liabilities of the existing state of Jammu and 

Kashmir have to be apportioned between the 
Union territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and 

Ladakh.

According to Section 85 of the Act, the central 
government, by an order, can establish one or 

more advisory committees for apportionment of 
assets, rights and liabilities of the companies and 
corporations constituted for the existing state of 

Jammu and Kashmir between the two Union 
territories.



DRDO Signs MoU With Central University Of Jammu

The Central University of Jammu has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Defence

Research & Development Organisation (DRDO), Ministry of 
Defence for the establishment of Kalam Centre for Science 

and Technology (KCST). 

The MoU has been inked to facilitate and 
undertake multidisciplinary directed basic and applied 

research and technology development in computational 
system security and sensors.



KCST will be equipped with state-of-the-art 
facilities and equipment leading to increase in 

research scholars in these areas.



Udhampur district of J&K organized the first women-
only marathon against drug addiction

In an innovative initiative, a women-only marathon with 
an aim of spreading social message regarding drug 

addiction was organised in Udhampur district. 

The marathon witnessed the participation 
of attendees from all different age groups



Ladakh’s first ever Mobile Science Exhibition 
(SCIENCE EXPLORER)



The Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism 
(Independent charge), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel flagged off 

the first ever Mobile Science Exhibition (SCIENCE 
EXPLORER) for the entire Ladakh Region in Leh

Exhibition in Ladakh will benefit all the people of Ladakh
through its mobility and knowledge.

Mobile Science Exhibition (MSE) programme, originally 
launched as Mobile Science Museum (MSM) in 1965, with a 

mission ‘If the people cannot visit the museum, let the 
museum visit the people at their doorsteps’, is the largest 
and the longest running outreach programme of NCSM.



It is very successful in supplementing formal education with 
non-formal mode of science education, in creating a scientific 
awareness in the society and nurturing scientific temper and 

creative potential of the young people in the areas where 
MSE programmes are conducted.

National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), an 
autonomous organization under the Ministry of Culture, 
Govt. of India is primarily engaged in ‘Communicating 

Science to Empower People’ through its network of twenty-
five Science Centres/Museums spread across Indi



Indian Army launches ‘Mission Reach Out’ post 
Article 370 revocation in Jammu

The Army has launched "Mission Reach Out" 
in Jammu to ensure basic necessities and essential 

services are available in the region post the 
abrogation of the provisions of Article 370 and 

reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir



A high-level Mission Reach Out conference to review the 
prevalent situation in the region was held in the Nagrota
Military Station on Saturday which was chaired by White 

Knight Corps Commander Lt Gen Paramjit Singh.

The service inluded mobile medical care units with 
essential medicines and lady medical officers, wherever 
necessary, providing water in locations where the supply 
was disrupted, provision of essentials, including rations, 

assistance in transportation of patients to hospitals, 
facilitating people to speak to their near and dear ones 

through Army exchange and creating a safe environment 
for ATMs, banks and hospitals to function.



National Tribal Festival ‘Aadi Mahotsav’ being 
organised at Leh-Ladakh

In a bid to give a fillip to tribal economy in Ladakh, Aadi 
Mahotsav or National Tribal Festival was organised at 

Polo Ground, Leh-Ladakh. 

It is a 9 day festival that start from 17 August till 25 
August 2019. 

Until 2018 Ladakh did not figure on list of places where 
Aadi Mahotsav is held every year.



Theme of festival: A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, 
Culture and Commerce.

It is a joint initiative of Union Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs and Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development 

Federation of India (TRIFED). TRIFED will essentially play 
role of a Service provider & Market Developer.



26th Ladakhi-Kisan-Jawan-VigyanMela inaugurated 
by Rajnath in Leh

The 26th Ladakhi-Kisan-Jawan-Vigyan Mela was 
recently inaugurated by Union Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh in Leh, Jammu and Kashmir. 

It was organised by Leh-based Defence Institute of 
High Altitude Research (DIHAR) of Defence

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).



About Defence Institute of High Altitude Research 
(DIHAR)

It is constituent laboratory of DRDO. It was established 
in 1960 to meet fresh food requirement of soldiers 
deployed in the harsh terrain of Ladakh. It has core 

competence in cold arid agro-animal technology. It aims 
to meet fresh food requirement of the soldiers at high 

altitude cold desert condition.

It is also responsible to make region reasonably green. 
Its research stations are located at Ranbirpura, (Ladakh). 
Partapur (Siachen Sector), Base Laboratory (Chandigarh).

It also hosts world’s highest terrestrial R&D Centre at 
Changla, Ladakh.



Raksha Mantri Inaugurates Ujh and Basantar
Bridges in J&K

Raksha Mantri ShriRajnath Singh inaugurated the 
One kilometre long Ujh bridge in Kathua district, 

617.40 Metre long Basantar bridge in Samba 
district of Jammu & Kashmir today and dedicated 

these to the nation.



Ujh bridge: One Km long Ujh bridge is the longest 
bridge constructed by BRO and also has the 

distinction where technology of Pre Cast Segmental 
br with 60 m spans was used.

It has been constructed at a cost of approx Rs 50 
crore and was completed within the scheduled time. 
The bridge is located on Parole-Korepannu-Rajpura 

road over UjhNallah.



Basantar bridge: it has been constructed at a total cost 
of approxRs 41.7 crore. The bridge is located on 
Rajpura–Madwal–Pangadur–Phulpur road over 

BasantarNallah. 

Both these bridges have been constructed under 69 
RCC/13 BRTF of Project Sampark.

These bridges will provide smooth connectivity and are 
vital for the Army for deployment on border areas. 

These bridges will be a big relief for the local people of 
border villages of Kathua and Samba sector as road 
connectivity used to get disrupted during Monsoon.



J&K: District Administration Udhampur launched 
helpline “Jeene Do”

In Jammu and Kashmir, District Administration 
Udhampur has launched a helpline, “Jeene Do”. 

The objective is to improve sex ratio and deal with 
defaulters of Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic 

Techniques or PCPNDT Act under the Centrally 
sponsored Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme.



It was decided to launch the Helpline to enable 
the public to lodge complaints regarding illegal 

sex detection. 

A Mobile Number -- 9469793363 -- has been 
dedicated to the Public to register complaints 
regarding sex determination during pre-natal 

checkups.



J&K: Machail Mata Yatra in Kishtwar district suspended

In Jammu and Kashmir, the 43-day-long Machail Mata 
Yatra in Kishtwar district was suspended today due to 

security reasons. 

The yatra commenced on July 25 and was scheduled to 
end on September 5. Thousands of devotees from across 
the country visit the scenic Paddar valley during the yatra 
and pay obeisance at the holy shrine of goddess Durga in 
Machail village of Kishtwar after trekking a 30-km arduous 

route.



J&K: Operation Khumaar launched to make 312 
panchayats tobacco-free

In Jammu and Kashmir a campaign has been 
launched in Rajouri, a border district of Jammu 

division called “Operation Khumaar” to make 312 
panchayats tobacco-free. 

The programme is run by the district 
administration to make panchayats free from 

tobacco and tobacco-based products.



"Under this programme, even the headmaster of the 
schools have been authorised to impose a fine on the sale 

of tobacco within 100 yards of school limits. 

Block Medical Officers have been directed to set up 
counselling centres at all Community Health Centres
(CHCs) to help tobacco consumers to quit this habit. 

The district officers have been urged upon to work in a 
mission mode so as to make the society free from the 

injurious tobacco and tobacco-based products.



Amit Shah flags off Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat 
Express



Union Home Minister Amit Shah flagged off Delhi-
Katra Vande Bharat Express from the New Delhi Railway 

Station. 

The train will bring down the travel time between Delhi 
and Katra, the last station on the way to Vaishno Devi 

temple, to eight hours from the current 12 hours.

Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat Express is a big gift for 
Jammu and Kashmir’s development and for promoting 

religious tourism. This is the second Vande Bharat 
Express. The first one runs in between Delhi and 

Varanasi.



Vaishno Devi Shrine to have its own Disaster 
Response Force by 2020

Mata Vaishno Devi shrine located in Jammu and 
Kashmir (J&K) will get a dedicated in-house 
disaster response force by September 2020.

For this purpose NDRF and Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board had signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) in early 2019.



Keeping in mind hilly terrain of region and emphasised the need for 
imparting Advanced Disaster Management Training to shrine board 

staff in batches so as to keep them in state of readiness for effectively 
and promptly responding to any disaster situation.

The training of board staffs has already begun at headquarters of 7th 
battalion of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) in Punjab.

NDRF is not charging any fee for training of shrine’s board staff that is 
being trained for ensuring a quick response in case of any fire 

incident, earthquake, landslides or any other emergency situation.



Sindhu Darshan Festival held at Sindhu Ghat Shey in 
Leh



The 23rd edition of Sindhu Darshan Utsav 
2019 started at Sindhu Ghat Shey in Leh from 24 to 

27 June.

It was inaugurated by Skyabje Choskyong Palga
Rinpoche.

The 4-day event is organised by Sindhu Darshan 
Yatra Samiti (SDYS) in collaboration with Ladakh

Phanday Tsogspa.



Objective: The festival aims at projecting Indus (or 
Sindhu) as a symbol of India’s unity, peaceful 

coexistence and communal harmony and is also a 
symbolic salute to brave soldiers of country.

Usually the festival begins on full moon day which is 
also called Guru Purnima

River Indus (or Sindhu): stands for peaceful coexistence 
and communal harmony and is a symbol of our India’s 

identity and civilization.



The “Sindhu Darshan” or Sindhu festival was 
first started in month of October 1997, for 
celebration of unity, communal harmony 

along with national integration.



Annual festival of Kheer Bhawani Mela
celebrated in J&K



With commencement of annual festival of Kheer Bhawani 
Mela on Zeasht Ashtami, hundreds of Kashmiri Pandit 

devotees prayed at famous Ragnya Devi temple in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s (J&K) Ganderbal district.

Every year on Zyeshta Ashtami (this year fell on 10 June), 
thousands of Kashmiri Pandits visit temple, located about 

14 km east of Srinagar, to pay their obeisance. 

Zyestha Ashtami is celebrated by Kashmiri Pandits across 
the country and outside as the day marks commencing of 

annual pilgrimage.



About Mela Kheer Bhawani

It is one of the biggest religious functions of 
displaced community of Kashmiri Pandits, who 
were forcefully evicted from Valley in 1990s by 

militants.

The devotees carry rose petals, walk barefoot, 
offer tribute to goddess and offer milk and kheer 

(pudding) at sacred spring.



Belief: The colour of water in spring, which flows below 
temple, is believed to be an indication of the valley’s 
well-being i.e. the colour foretells the events that will 

unfold in next 12 months till next festival.

Black or darkish colour of water in spring is believed to 
be a sign of inauspicious times for Kashmir valley. This 
time, the water in spring was of clean and milky white 

colour.



Jammu and Kashmir Government released 
Healthcare Investment Policy-2019

As per the new Health Care Investment Policy, 
the Government of Jammu & Kashmir will 

promote and encourage the private parties and 
entrepreneurs for setting up healthcare 

infrastructure in the state by providing subsidies 
and incentives.



Accordingly, 30% subsidy on capital investment 
will be provided for setting up of multi-speciality

Hospitals, Super Specialty Hospitals, Medical 
Colleges, Nursing Colleges and Paramedical 

Colleges.

The State Government, as per the policy, may 
declare a well-defined geographical area having 
potential and being conducive for development 
as Medical City to promote medical tourism in 

the State.



ISIS announces new 'branch' in India after clashes in 
Kashmir

The Islamic State terror group has claimed to have 
established a new "province" in India, the first of its 
kind announcement that came after clashes between 
militants and security forces in Kashmir on May 10.

The Arabic name of the new branch is "Wilayah of 
Hind" (India Province), the dreaded terror outfit, (also 
known as ISIS and ISIL), said through its Amaq News 

Agency.



ISIS did not elaborate on the branch's 
geographical remit as it mentioned the name 
of its new branch in a low-key announcement.

The announcement of the new branch is seen 
as part of ISIS' strategy to give the 

impression of strengthening its global 
affiliations following the territorial losses in 

the Middle East.



Rajouri Day Celebrated

Rajouri Day was celebrated on April 13 to commemorate 
the bravery and valour of the soldiers who laid down their 

lives for the liberation of Rajouri district.

Background:

The Partition of India and the accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India in October 1947 was followed by 
the First Kashmir War between India and Pakistan. 



The Pakistani raiders, along with the rebels and 
deserters from the western districts of the state, 

captured Rajouri on 7 November 1947.

More than 30,000 Hindus and Sikhs living in Rajouri
were reportedly killed, wounded or abducted.



Rajouri was recaptured on 12 April 1948 from 
rebels and Pakistan Army personnel who had 
infiltrated from across the border by the 19 

Infantry Brigade of the Indian Army under the 
command of Second Lieutenant Rama Raghoba

Rane.

Rajouri Day’ is celebrated on April 13 every year 
to commemorate the bravery and valour of the 

Indian Army soldiers who laid down their lives for 
the liberation of Rajouri district from rebels 

and Pakistan Army.



Chinar Corps celebrates 73rd Infantry Day in Jammu and 
Kashmir

The celebrations took place at BB Cantt to honour the 
supreme sacrifice of the gallant soldiers in fighting the 

Pakistani invaders in Jammu and Kashmir in 1947.

October 27 is celebrated as Infantry Day by the Indian 
Army in J&K as it was on this day that two Infantry 

companies of the first battalion of the Sikh regiment 
were airlifted from Delhi to Srinagar to liberate Kashmir 
from the Pakistani invaders(Kabailis) and regulars of the 

Pakistan Army.



Local population fighting shoulder to shoulder 
with the Indian Army pushed back the invaders 

West of Uri by the end of November 1947.



Indian Army organizes “Veer Kutumb Rally” in J&K’s 
Akhnoor

In Jammu and Kashmir, Crossed Swords Division 
organized a “VEER KUTUMB RALLY” at Tanda, 

Akhnoor with an aim to reach out to veterans, veer 
naris, widows and their families.

The Rally was organised by the Indian Army as part of 
its activities to observe 2019 as the 'Year of the Next 

of Kin.



Former Miss India runner up Sana Dua has been 
designated as the brand ambassador for elections 

in J&K



Lawyer-turned-fashion model Sana Dua was appointed the 
brand ambassador for the Lok Sabha elections in Jammu and 

Kashmir.

The first runner-up of Femina Miss India 2017 contest, she had 
also participated in Miss United Continents 2017, and ended up 

among the top ten.

Born in 1993 in Assam in a Sikh family, whose roots are in 
Jammu and Kashmir, she graduated in law and practised as a 

lawyer before entering the glamour world in 2015.



App launched to facilitate elderly voters in 
Rajouri

'Sahulat', a mobile app aimed to facilitate voting 
by elders was launched in Jammu and Kashmir's 

Rajouri district.

District Election Officer Mohammad Aijaz Asad
launched the Android-based application to reach 
out to the voters who are 90 years old or above



The voters can request for the facilities like the provision 
of wheelchair, vehicle for transportation and any helper 

who will assist them during casting of vote.

"The app is designed to aid the old-age voters' only. It 
is free of cost and can be downloaded from the Google 

Play store.

There are two versions of the app one for the citizen 
where they can fill in their requirements and other for 

the officer concerned who can access and provide data 
regarding necessary arrangements,



Ex-IAS officer Shah Faesal launches political party

Former IAS officer Shah Faesal launched his political 
party 'Jammu and Kashmir People's Movement' at a 

function in Rajbagh area of Srinagar. The political rally 
saw participation from hundreds of people.

The 2010 IAS batch topper resigned from the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) in January this year to 

protest unabated killings in Kashmir and marginalisation
of Indian Muslims.



J&K becomes first state to issue highest 
number of golden cards under Ayushman

Bharat scheme

Jammu and Kashmir has become the first state 
in the country to issue highest number of 

golden cards under Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). 

Over 11 lakh golden cards have been 
generated within first 90 days of the launch of 
the scheme with 60% families having at least 

one golden card which is highest in the country



Jammu and Kashmir government to give monthly 
stipend and jobs for those who Shun militancy

Draft on Reintegration- proposes a monthly stipend 
and jobs for those who Shun militancy by the 

Jammu and Kashmir government.

The move is to encourage the youths hailing from 
Jammu and Kashmir to Shun militancy. The 

government proposes to offer them a monthly 
stipend of Rs. 6000 and jobs.



As per the government, the initiative will allow 
the militants who surrender ‘to encourage him 
to join the mainstream’. It gives importance to 

rehabilitation.

Militants found to have been involved in 
heinous crimes won’t get the proposed 

benefits.



Ban on Jamaat-e-Islami J&K for 5 years by the 
Government

The Centre has banned the Jamat-e-Islami Jammu 
and Kashmir for five years under anti-terror law on 
grounds that it is in close touch with terror outfits 

and is expected to escalate secessionist movement in 
the state.

A notification, banning the group under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, was issued.



The notification said the Centre is of the 
opinion that the Jamaat is in close touch with 
terror outfits and is supporting extremism and 

terrorism in Jammu and Kahsmir and 
elsewhere.



Cricket and sports academy will be setup in 
Ladakh: Anurag Thakur

Minister of State for Finance and Corporate 
Affairs Anurag Thakur announced that a 

cricket and sports academy will be set up in 
Leh to ensure that youth of the region gets 
equal opportunity and a platform to excel.



Cabinet approves Kiru Hydro Electric (HE) Project 
(4 X 156 MW) in Jammu and Kashmir

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 
approved the investment sanction for construction 

of Kiru Hydro Electric(HE) Project (624 MW) by 
M/s Chenab Valley Power Projects Private Limited 

(M/s CVPPPL) in Jammu & Kashmir.



Details About Project:

The project is located on River Chenab in Kishtwar district of 
Jammu & Kashmir. 

It envisages construction of a 135 m high concrete gravity 
Dam above deepest foundation level.

The project shall provide much needed power in northern 
grid and shall accelerate process of development of remote 
areas of Jammu and Kashmir. The Project is scheduled to be 

completed in a period of 4 1/2 years.



Kiru HE Project is envisaged as a Run of River (RoR) 
Scheme, designed complying with the 

requirements of Indus Water Treaty 1960, with 
installed capacity 624 MW (4 x 156 MW). 

The Project would generate 2272.02 MU in a 90% 
dependable year.

The foundation stone of the project was laid by the 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 3rd Feb 

2019.



J&K wins 2nd Best Tableau Position in the 70th 
Republic Day Parade 2019 at Rajpath New Delhi



The Tableau from Jammu and Kashmir depicting the 
Gandhiji’s Ray of Hope- Our Composite Culture of the 
State at the Republic Day Parade in New Delhi won the 

2nd Best prize.

The Tableau was designed by famous Internationally 
Acclaimed Artist Shri Veer Munshi of J&K which 

has highlighted all the three regions of the state which 
is a diverse blend.

it was for the first time after a gap of 8 years that J&K has 
won a prize at the Republic Day Parade



PM inaugurated 220 kV Srinagar- Alusteng –
Drass- Kargil – Leh Transmission Line



The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi dedicated the 220 
kV Srinagar- Alusteng - Drass- Kargil – LehTransmission
System to the Nation, a step that would ensure quality 

power supply to Ladakh round the year.

This would give huge boost to the tourism sector and 
enhance socio-economic development of Ladakh.

The Rs. 2266 crore project will result in minimizing the 
massive use of diesel generating sets during winters, and 
thus will help in protection of beautiful environment, of 

pristine Ladakh region.



About Srinagar- Alusteng - Drass- Kargil – Leh Transmission Line:

Built at a height of around 3000-4000 meters, this 
approx. 335 km long transmission line has been 

constructed byPOWERGRID.

In this project, the four new State-of-the-Art 220/66 kV 
Gas Insulated Sub-stations built at Drass, Kargil, Khaltsi

and Leh will help to ensure 24x7 quality power in all 
weather conditions. Funding provisions have been in the 

ratio of 95:05 (95% Govt. of India share and 5% J&K 
state share).



Background:

The Prime Minister had laid the foundation stone for 
this project on 12 August, 2014 and within 4.5 years, 
the project has been completed by the Power Grid 

Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID),a Navratna
Company of Government of India, under Ministry of 

Power.



Foundation stone of the new AIIMS at Vijaipur,Samba in 
Jammu laid by PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today laid the foundation 
stones of a new All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

(AIIMS) at Vijaipur in Samba district and the new terminal 
building of KBR Airport in Leh.

The proposed AIIMS will be a 700-bedded hospital.

The prime minister said Rs 750 crore has been granted to 
the state for setting up of five new medical colleges.



He also laid the foundation stone for northern 
regional centre campus of Indian Institute of 

Mass Communication (IIMC)
in Jammu. 

It will be set up at a cost of Rs 16 crore.



P.M Narendra Modi’s Visit to Srinagar On 3rd February 
2019

The Prime Minister visit Jammu, Srinagar and Leh on Feb 
03, 2019. 

The Prime Minister unveiled the plaque to mark the laying 
of foundation stone of AIIMS, Vijaypur and AIIMS, 

Awantipora. 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi had approved setting up of AIIMS at Vijaypur in 
Samba and AIIMS at Awantipora in Pulwama, Kashmir. 



University of Ladakh was  launched by the Prime 
Minister. It will be the first ever University in Ladakh
region, established under University of Ladakh Act 

2018. 

It will be a cluster University comprising of degree 
colleges of Leh, Kargil, Nubra, Zanskar, Drass and 

Khaltsi. The university will have administrative offices 
at Leh and Kargil.

PM inaugurated 9 MW Dah Hydroelectric project. 
Located in Dah near village Datang, this project is a 
run-of–the-river scheme, by Jammu & Kashmir State 

Power Development Corporation Limited.



Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of 1640 m span 
double lane bridge over River Chenab at Sajwal. The 

project will provide an alternative route for the 
population of Sajwal and Indri Pattian. 

With the completion of this bridge, the distance between 
Sajwal and Indri Pattian shall be reduced to 5 kms from 

47 kms earlier.

PM laid the foundation of the project aimed at reducing 
pollution of Rivers Devika & Tawi under the National 

River Conservation Plan (NRCP).



Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurates bridge over River Ravi in 
J&K

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways, 
Shipping, Water Resources, River Development and 

Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurated a 
1210-meter span-bridge over the river Ravi in Kathua

district in Jammu and Kashmir.

The bridge over Ravi at Keerian - Gandial will benefit 
over 2,20,000 people living on the two sides – Kathua in 

Jammu, and Pathankot in Punjab.



It will reduce the distance between the two cities 
from 45 kms to 8.6 kms, which will save on both 

time and fuel cost. 

The Keerian - Gandial bridge has been constructed 
at a cost of Rs 158.84 crore to improve inter-state 

connectivity



Govt releases new political maps of J&K and Ladakh

The Union goverment released the political maps of 
newly formed Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh as well as the map of India 

depicting these new UTs.

The new maps depicting the new UTs of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh, as created on 31 October 2019, 
along with the map of India, are prepared by Survey 

General of India.



The newly created UT of Ladakh consists of two 
districts of Kargil and Leh while the rest of the 

erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir is in UT of J&K. 

The Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is the part of UT 
of J&K, while Gilgit-Baltistan is in UT of Ladakh.



Foundation Stone of Institute of High-Altitude Medicinal 
Plants (IHAMP) laid in J&K

The Institute of High-Altitude Medicinal Plants will be 
located in Bhaderwah in Doda district of Jammu & Kashmir.

It will provide research in medicinal plants and promote 
cultivation of medicinal plants. The institute will also 
provide employment and promote medicinal plant in 

foreign market.

The estimated cost of the construction of Institute of High-
Altitude Medicinal Plants is Rs 100 crore.



Institute of High-Altitude Medicinal Plants will be a 
pioneer in research on medicinal plants. It will help the 
farmers in cultivation of medicinal plants in a scientific 

manner. 

Training and capacity-building in the field of medicinal 
plants will also generate employment opportunity for 

youth in the region



India Building World’s Highest 
Railway Line

India railways announced its plan 
to link New Delhi and Ladakh by 

means of a railway line that will run 
along the India-China Border.

The proposed Bilaspur-Manali-Leh
Line would be the world’s highest 

railway line once launched.



Key Facts of the Project

The projected cost to construct the 465 km line will be Rs
83,360 crore.

The railway line will be the world’s highest at 5,360 metres
above mean sea level which is comparable to China’s 

Quinghai-Tibet Railway Line at 2,000 metres.

The project comprise of 74 tunnels, 124 major bridges, 396 
minor bridges and 30 stations on the line.



Keylong station on the route will be constructed inside a tunnel at 
the height of 3000 metres which is a first in India.

Notably, more than half the train route would be covered through 
tunnels, the longest of which is 27 km. Whole length of the 

tunnels would be 244 km.

The route will link crucial locations between Bilaspur and Leh such 
as Sundernagar, Mandi, Manali, Keylong, Koksar, Darcha, Upshi

and Karu as well as several other towns of Himachal Pradesh and 
Jammu & Kashmir.

After the completion, the railway line will halve the time taken to 
cover the distance between Delhi and Leh from the current 40 hrs

to 20 hrs.



Wildlife sanctuary tag for Tral for Hungul protection

The Tral Wildlife Sanctuary will function as a 
protected wildlife corridor for the endangered 

Kashmir Stag, also called Hangul.



The sanctuary, spread over an area of 154.15 square 
kilometers, falls in the Pulwama district of south 

Kashmir and has come into being by merging Changed, 
Panyar-Shikargah and Khiram wildlife conservation 

reserves and few other forest compartments of 
Awantipora forest division.

"The sanctuary will function as a protected wildlife 
corridor for the Hangul population present down south 
in Shikargah-Panyer and Khiram conservation reserves 
with the main population in Dachigam National park in 

the north.



Jammu and Kashmir becomes first state to have 
law banning sexual exploitation of women

Jammu and Kashmir became the first state to have 
a law explicitly banning sexual exploitation of 

woman by those in positions of authority, having a 
fiduciary relationship or by a public servant.

The State Administrative Council (SAC) headed by 
then Governor Satya Pal Malik approved the 

Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill, 2018 
and the Jammu and Kashmir Criminal Laws 

(Amendment) Bill, 2018.



The Bill seeks to amend the state Ranbir Penal Code 
(RPC)—a criminal code applicable in Jammu and Kashmir—

whereby specific offence under Section 354E is being 
inserted to provide for the offence of ‘sextortion’ (the 

practice of extorting money or sexual favours from 
someone by threatening to reveal evidence of their sexual 

activity).

“Amendments are being made in Sections 154, 161 and 
Schedule of Criminal Procedure Code and Section 53A of 

the Evidence Act so as to bring ‘sextortion’ at par with 
similar offences prescribed under the RPC,” said a 

statement issued by the governor’s house.



Gita Mittal becomes first woman Chief Justice of J&K 
High Court.

The Governor administered the oath of office to Justice 
Mittal as the Chief Justice of the Jammu and Kashmir 

High Court



Indian Army celebrates Poonch Link Up Day

Indian Army celebrates Poonch Link Up Day on 
November 23rd, 2019.

Indian Army commemorated Poonch Link-up day they 
paid tribute to soldiers and local citizens for their 

supreme sacrifice in defending Poonch during a conflict 
in 1948. 

On November 22, 1948, Poonch was recaptured from 
Pakistani forces in 1948.



J&K achieves highest road length under PMGSY in 2019

In a significant accomplishment, Jammu and Kashmir has achieved 
the highest PMGSY road length in the country during the current 

year so far.

During the current fiscal, around 11,400 kilometres of different 
road projects against the total sanctioned length of 19,700 

kilometres.

Under the Central Road Fund, 88 schemes have been completed, 
including 22 bridges and 66 roads, with a target set for completion 

of 25 such schemes for the current year.



Jammu and Kashmir govt sets up panel to declare 
Dal Lake as eco-sensitive zone

The Jammu and Kashmir government has set up a 
ten-member committee to declare Srinagar’s 

famous Dal Lake and its surrounding areas as an 
eco-sensitive zone (ESZ), following concerns over 

its shrinking size.



Pollution and encroachments have resulted in 
the Dal Lake shrinking from its original area of 

22 square kilometers to about 10 square 
kilometers, according to an assessment by the 
Dredging Corporation of India (DCI) in 2017.

The DCI also found that the world-famous 
lake’s capacity has shrunk to about 40% and 

that its water quality has deteriorated.



Regional Conference on ‘Replication of Good Governance 
Practices in J&K, Ladakh’

The two-day Regional Conference on ‘Replication of Good 
Governance Practices in Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh

concluded in Jammu with the adoption of Jammu 
Resolution सशुासन संक(प: ज+मू घोषणा.

The conference unanimously adopted the सशुासन संक(प: 
ज+मू घोषणा after intensive deliberations held over two 

days.



The Conference resolved that Government of India 
and the participating State Governments shall 

collaborate with Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh to 
improve citizens' experience, with Government by 
the promotion of digital governance, citizen-centric 

governance, innovation and capacity building.



Bamboo Tech Parks in J&K and Ladakh
The Ministry of Development of North Eastern 

Council (NEC) will set up new Bamboo 
Technology parks in Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh Union Territories. 

The nodal agency CBTC (Cane and Bamboo 
Technology Centre) under the Ministry of NEC 

will implement the project.



The model of bamboo cultivation, harvesting and 
utilization that is existing in the North Eastern 
Region is to be replicated in Jammu, Leh and 

Srinagar regions.

The model will be in consonance with the National 
Bamboo Mission

Similar steps that were taken during the erection 
Bamboo Industrial Park in Dima Hasao district of 

Assam are to be followed.



Special Winter Grade Fuel launched for Ladakh Region

Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the supply of 
special winter-grade diesel for high 

altitude Ladakh, which faces sub-zero temperatures 
during the winter months.

Indian Oil Corporation on 17th November, 2019, 
launched special winter grade diesel that will remain 

unfrozen even at -33 degree Celsius.

This will help to provide continuous and year-round 
access to the snow-covered regions.



Highlights

• The fuel meets BIS specification of BS-VI grade

• It was produced and certified at Panipat Refinery

• The winter grade diesel is to be supplied to the 
region from Jalandar in Punjab.



Significance

The step will help to maintain continuous road connectivity to 
the region

Motorists in the region of Kaza, Ladakh, Kargil and Keylong
always face the problem of diesel freezing when their winter 
temperatures drop below -30 degree Celsius. The step will 

help solve the problem.

The step will boost Government’s plan of Rs 50,000 crore 
investment in the territory in areas of education, power, 

tourism and solar.



Union Territory of Ladakh gets Institute of 
Himalayan Environment and Development

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar approved the 

proposal of setting-up of a New Regional Centre of 
the GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment & 

Development at Ladakh.



The GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment and 
Development (GBPIHED) has five existing centres at 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Sikkim and New Delhi.

With the sanction of one in Ladakh, the institute will have 
six centres.

The GBPIHED was established as an autonomous research 
and development institute by the Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change in 1988-89 with its 
headquarters at Kosi-Katarmal, Uttarakhand.



Siachen: World’s highest battlefield, now open to tourists

The world’s highest battlefield, Siachen Glacier, is now 
open for tourist.

Tourism will be allowed from Siachen base camp to 
Kumar Post that lies above 15,000 feet.

Siachen base camp at Partapur is at an altitude of 12,000 
feet and temperatures can dip as low as -60 degrees 

during the winter. 
.



The highest post in Siachen is Bana Post, which is 
23,000 feet.

Other than an annual civilian expedition, this is 
the first time that the area has been opened by 

the army for tourists



Special Stamps on Ice Stupa Released



India Post released a special stamp cover on Ice Stupa in 
Leh at an event in the presence of Himalayan Institute of 

Alternatives Ladakh founder Sonam Wangchuk who 
spearheaded the Ice Stupa initiative.

Ice Stupa

Ice Stupas refer to the artificial glaciers which freeze and 
hold the water that keeps flowing and wasting away 
down the streams and into the rivers throughout the 

winter.



Instead, the water from these artificial glaciers melt in 
the springtime, just when the fields need

Leh lies in the cold desert region and most villages in 
the region face acute water shortage, particularly 

during the two crucial months of April and May when 
there is little water in the streams whereas in June 
there is an excess of water and even flash flooding 

due to the fast melting of the snow and glaciers in the 
mountains.



By September all farming activities end and yet a smaller stream 
flow throughout the winter steadily but wastefully going into the 

Indus river without being of use to anybody.

Hence the idea of ice stupa from artificial glaciers which store this 
wasting winter water in the form of ice mountains that melt and feed 
the farms when water is most needed by the farmers was initiated.



Cabinet approves Rs.5.5 lakh package for PoK families who 
initially settled outside J&K

Union Cabinet has approved one-time payment of 5.5 lakh 
rupees as resettlement package for 5,300 displaced families 
which had come from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and 

initially settled outside Jammu and Kashmir but later 
relocated.

It will be provided under Rehabilitation Package approved by 
Union Cabinet in November 2016 for Displaced Families PoJK
and Chhamb Niabat area under PM’s Development Package 

2015 for J&K.



Benefits:

It will enable such DP Families, who had suffered on 
account of wars and hostilities to become eligible to 

get one-time financial assistance of Rs 5.5 lakhs under 
existing scheme.

It will also enable them to earn reasonable monthly 
income and be part of mainstream economic activities. 
This will also upgrade Central Government’s capacity 

to respond effectively to such DP families need of 
financial assistance.



Govt. opens up 137 Himalayan Peaks to foreign 
mountaineers and trekkers

It is an historic step towards promoting adventure 
tourism in the country, Government of India has 

allowed access to 137 mountain peaks to foreigners 
desirous of obtaining Mountaineering Visa (‘MX’) for 

mountaineering and trekking. 

These peaks are located in States of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Sikkim.



Out of 137 Mountain peaks, the highest number of 
51 peaks have been opened to foreigners in 

Uttarakhand and 15 peaks of Jammu and Kashmir 
have also been included in list.

Until now the foreigners have to seek permission 
from Defence Ministry and Home Ministry to climb 
these peaks. Now with government opening them 

up, foreigners can now directly apply to Indian 
Mountaineering Foundation for permits



BIS to set up Pashmina Testing Centre in Leh

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has announced setting 
up Pashmina testing centre in Leh region of Jammu and 

Kashmir to check the quality of pashmina collected. 

It will be set up in partnership with lab of Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Leh.



The centre will have standards testing lab, 
machines and scientists to check the quality of 

pashmina collected. It also released BI Standards 
of Pashmina. 

BIS will also train the locals, with cooperation of 
LAHDC in marking of the standards to save the 

time and money.



About Pashmina

It is a fine type of Kashmiri wool (also known as ‘cashmere’ 
in the West). The word Pashmina in Kashmiri means ‘Soft 
Gold’. It is used to make shawl, scarf and wrap or stole.

This unique variety of wool is obtained from four distinct 
breeds of Cashmere goats namely Malra from Kargil area in 
Kashmir region, Changthangi (or Kashmir Pashmina goat) 
from Changthang Plateau in Kashmir region, Chegu from 
Himachal Pradesh and Chyangara (or Nepalese Pashmina 

goat) from Nepal. 



Kashmir Pashmina has been accorded Geographical 
indication (GI) tag under Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.



Samanat Goel appointed as RAW Chief

Narendra Modi Government has appointed senior 
IPS officer Samant Goel as the new Research and 

Analysis Wing (RAW) chief on June 26, 2019

Samant Goel was heading operations for the agency 
and was instrumental in planning the February 2019 
Balakot air strikes and also the 2016 surgical strikes 

before his appointment as raw chief.
•



India’s Second Tulip Garden to Come up in 
Uttarakhand

The government of Uttarakhand has obtained the 
permission to develop the tulip garden over 50 

hectares of forest land in Pithoragarh district at a 
cost of Rs 50 crore.

It will be the second Tulip garden in the country 
after the one located in Srinagar of Jammu and 

Kashmir



Nation celebrates 20 years of victory in Kargil war

The 20th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas was 
celebrated across the country on 26 July. 

The day marks the victory of Indian armed forces in 
Operation Vijay in 1999, when they evicted the 

infiltrators backed by Pakistani army of high outposts in 
Kargil sector.



The Kargil war was fought for more than 60 days 
and ended with India regaining control of all the 

previously held territory. 

The central theme of this year's celebrations is 
‘Remember, Rejoice and Renew’.



Narendra Modi inaugurates Kishanganga
hydropower project in Kashmir

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the state 
run NHPC Ltd’s Kishanganga hydro power project in 

Jammu and Kashmir to the nation.

The development assumes significance given the 
strategic importance of the 330 megawatt (MW) 
project on the river Kishanganga, a tributary of 

Jhelum. 



While Pakistan had challenged the project under 
the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960, the International 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague ruled in India’s 

favour in 2013.

The Jhelum originates in India and flows into 
Pakistan, and according to the Indus Water Treaty, 
whoever builds the project first will have the first 

rights on the river water.



The project in Bandipora district will provide 13% free power to 
the state including 1% for local area development fund 

amounting to around Rs133 crore per year.

All units of the project have been sychronised on 30.03.2018 
and the annual generation of the main project is 1712.96 MU.

There are other benefits to the state like- Employment to the 
people of J&K, infrastructure development etc. 



Zojila Tunnel Project

Zoji La Tunnel is a 14.2 km long road tunnel under Zoji La 
pass on the Himalayas between Sonmarg and Drass town 
of Kargil district of the Indian Union Territory Of Ladakh

The Zoji La tunnel project was approved by the 
government of India in January 2018 and the 

commencement of its construction was inaugurated by 
the prime minister in May 2018.

It takes more than 3 hours to cross the pass but the 
tunnel will reduce the time to only 15 minutes



Zojila tender scrapped

The government has scrapped the tender for 
construction of the Zojila tunnel in Jammu & Kashmir 

citing administrative reasons.

The estimated project construction cost has been 
revised to around Rs 6,600 crore from Rs 5,475 crore, 

while the total capital cost of the project has now been 
revised to around Rs 8,400 crore from Rs 6,800 crore.



The 14.2 km-long tunnel is of strategic 
importance as it will provide all-weather 
connectivity between Srinagar and Leh.





2019 Indian general election in Jammu and 
Kashmir



Swachh Survekshan awards 2019

Anantnag was adjudged as the cleanest city from the State, 
ranked at the 258th position.





Swachh Survekshan 2019

State Ranking

The state rank for Jammu and Kashmir was 
improved to 15th position as compared to 21st 

in last year's survey.







Cleanest railway stations in India 2019

Piyush Goyal-led Railway Ministry has 
released the latest 2019 survey that ranks the 

cleanest railway stations in India

1) Jaipur station with a score of 931.75
2) Jodhpur station with a score of 927.19

3) Durgapura station with a score of 922.50
4) Jammu Tawi station with a score of 915.82

5) Gandhinagar-Jp station with a score of 
915.66



Katra-Banihal railway line work on fast-track! PM 
wants project to be ready by 2020

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently reviewed 
the progress of infrastructure connectivity 

projects including Katra-Banihal Railway Line and 
he gave explicit instructions on speedy 

completion of the project by 2020.



It may be noted that in order to provide an alternative 
and a reliable transportation system to Jammu and 
Kashmir, the government planned a 326 km-long 

railway line joining the Kashmir valley with the Indian 
Railways network.

The project has been declared as a Project of 
National Importance.

Jammu-Udhampur-Katra-Quazigund-Baramulla 
railway line is the biggest project in the construction 

of a mountain railway since independence.



It is to be noted that this Project is, perhaps, the most difficult 
new railway line project undertaken on the Indian subcontinent. 

The terrain passes through the young Himalayas, which are full of 
geological surprises and numerous problems.

The execution of the work in the balanced portion between the 
Katra and Banihal (111 KM) has been divided among three 

agencies- Northern Railway (5 Km), KRCL (53 Km) and IRCON (53 
Km).

The route will have the world's tallest railway bridge over Chenab 
river.



Samba to Get First Railway Freight Terminal in Jammu and 
Kashmir

The railway station in Samba district will soon have a 
freight terminal, the first of its kind in Jammu and Kashmir, 
having the capacity to move 6,000 to 9,000 metric tonnes

of goods per day.

Initially, the terminal would have the capacity to handle the 
movement of two to five cargo trains per day in and out, 
adding the cargo trains would be ordinary goods trains, 
container trains or automobile trade trains, having the 

capacity to move 6,000 to 9,000 metric tonnes of goods 
per day.



Police Station Dangi Wacha Awarded Certificate 
Of Excellence

Police Station Dangi Wacha of Police District 
Sopore has been awarded ‘Certificate of 

Excellence’ by Union Home Ministry for being 
selected as the best Police Station of Jammu and 
Kashmir in the annual ranking of Police stations 

for 2018



Indian Railways’ Chenab bridge, world’s 
highest railway bridge



The 1.315-km long, Chenab bridge is being built above 
the Chenab river at a height of 359 metres in Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

Interestingly, the arch bridge is 35 metres taller than 
the famous Eiffel tower in Paris.

The Chenab bridge forms a crucial part of the 
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project.



So far, 83% of the development work has been 
completed. The official also said that for the overall 

completion of the Chenab bridge project, the deadline 
is March 2021.

The Chenab bridge has been designed by consultants 
from Finland and Germany. 

In a bid to enhance safety, a “ring of aerial security” is 
also being provided to protect the Chenab bridge. 



For the safety of passengers and trains, an online 
monitoring and warning system will also be installed on the 

Chenab bridge

Also, cycle trails and footpaths will be built adjacent to it. 
Around 24,000-plus tonnes of steel will be utilized for the 

construction of the bridge. Steel is being used as an 
inclusive material as it is more economical and can take 

temperatures as low as -20 degrees Celsius.

Indian Railways is also likely to build around 22 km of roads 
to reach the site of the bridge.



Book " Ten Studies In Kashmir : 
History & Politics " Authored By K N 

Pandit Released

A new book looks at the riveting 
history of Jammu and Kashmir from 

the time of its political and geographic 
consolidation to the abrogation of the 

state's special status.



Kashmir's Untold Story — Declassified 
Authors: Iqbal Chand Malhotra & Maroof

Raza

Kashmir’s Untold Story Declassified is an 
effort by two journalists, one of whom is a 
former soldier, in which they try to unravel 

the torturous history of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

Importantly, the book focuses on Jammu 
and Kashmir around Partition and the 

independence of India on August 15, 1947.



BSNL Has Launched ' Bharat Fibre ' Broadband 
Service In Kashmir Valley

State-owned telecom firm BSNL has become the 
first operator to start optical fibre-based high-
speed broadband service in Pulwama with the 

launch of 'Bharat Fibre‘

This is the first such FTTH (fibre-to-the-home) 
service deployment in the (Kashmir) Valley under 

this unique revenue share model.



2019 brings 3 Padma Shri Awards for 
J&K



Narsingh Dev Jamwal, Sahitya Akademi award winning 
Dogri poet and Playwright

Fayaz Ahmad Jan, a national award-winning exponent of 
traditional Kashmiri art form-Papier Mache and

Tsering Norboo, Ladakh based physician treating patients 
in such difficult terrain for over 50 years with 

specialization in altitude medicine.



Jammu-Srinagar metro project to start operations by 
September 2024

The Jammu and Kashmir government has set a 
September 2024 deadline to start operations on 

the ₹9,590 crore metro project for twin cities of Jammu 
and Srinagar.

The estimated cost of the project is Rs.9,590 crore. On 
28 November 2019, the Lieutenant Governor Girish 

Chandra Murmu chaired a meeting to review the 
proposed Mass Rapid Transit System(MRTS) and 
the Light Rail Projects for Jammu and Srinagar.



The approval for the Srinagar Metropolitan Region of an 
approximate area of 2494.65 sq km. 

It will cover the areas in districts of Srinagar, Bandipora, 
Budgam, Ganderbal, Baramulla, Anantnag, Kulgam, Pulwama, 

and Shopian.

The Jammu Metropolitan Region will cover an area of 2216.58 
sq km. The areas include Jammu, Kathua, Samba, Reasi, and 

Udhampur districts.



National Mission ‘NISHTHA’ launched in J&K

National Initiative for School Heads’ and Teachers’ 
Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA) was launched in the 

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

It is a Mission aimed at improving learning outcomes at 
Elementary level through integrated Teacher Trainings.



This Mission aims to build the capacities of 42 lakh 
participants covering all teachers and Heads of 
Schools at elementary level in all Government 

Schools across the country, faculty members of 
SIEs/SCERTs, DIETs etc.



Second phase of 'Back to Village' programme
commences in Jammu and Kashmir

The second phase of Government’s flagship ‘Back to 
Village’ (B2V2) outreach programme aimed to provide 
governance at the doorsteps of the rural populace and 

to enlist community participation commenced across the 
Jammu and Kashmir.



The week-long public outreach campaign would 
be more intense than the earlier phase as it shall mainly 

focus on empowering Panchayats, follow up of B2V1, 
100 per cent coverage of beneficiary oriented schemes 

and doubling income of rural people by giving more 
impetus to the rural economy”.



J-K sanctions transport subsidy scheme to encourage fuel 
efficient buses

To encourage introduction of eco-friendly fuel efficient 
buses, the Jammu and Kashmir administration has formally 

accorded sanction to a scheme to provide Rs 5 lakh 
subsidy to transporters for replacement of 15-year old 

buses.

The scheme is intended to provide impetus to public 
transport by providing subsidy to transporters for 

introducing new eco-friendly fuel efficient buses compliant 
to BS-IV and above norms.



Piped water to each household in J&K by 2022

The department has formulated an action plan to connect 
every household of J&K by piped water supply by 2022 which 

is two years ahead of the national deadline of 2024 for the 
Mission.

The Mission would be carried out in a phased-manner and the 
first phase would be executed by June 2020; 2nd phase by 

June 2021 and 3rd phase will begin by December 2021.

The phase 1st will cover Ganderbal, Pulwama, Shopian, 
Srinagar, Samba, Poonch and Reasi districts.



Kashmir gets one more Medical College for Handwara

The Government of India has accorded approval for 
establishment of a New Government Medical College 

attached with existing district/referral hospital Handwara
in Kupwara district with an outlay of Rs 325 crore.

The college at Handwara would be set up under a 
centrally-sponsored scheme for establishment of Medical 
College in existing district and referral hospitals on 90:10 

funding pattern.



Background:

J&K Government had submitted proposal for 
establishment of three New Medical Colleges 

at Udhampur, Leh and Handwara and got 
approval for establishment of New 

Government Medical Colleges at Udhampur
and Leh while Handwara was kept pending 
due to non availability of land in the District 

Hospital.



Panch, Sarpanch in J&K to get security, insurance

All panch and sarpanch, who are vulnerable to threats 
from terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir, will get police 
security and insurance coverage of Rs two lakh each.

This assurance was given by Home Minister Amit Shah to 
a delegation of a sarpanch (village head) and panch

(panchayat member) from Jammu and Kashmir.



The home minister also assured the team comprising 20 
members from Jammu region and Kashmir Valley that at 
least five youths from each village of Jammu and Kashmir
will be given government jobs in the coming months and 
the demand for increasing the honorarium of the panch

and sarpanch will be considered.



Centre approves Baramulla-Kupwara rail link

In a significant initiative to expand connectivity in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the central government has 
approved extension of the Udhampur-Srinagar-

Baramulla rail link up to Kupwara in north Kashmir,

Baramulla-Kupwara rail link project would be taken up 
under umbrella work by the railways.



100 bedded State Cancer Institute coming up in Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir Governor laid the foundation stone 
(electronically) for 100 bedded State Cancer Institute at 

Government Medical College hospital in Jammu

The governor also e-inaugurated 196 Health and 
Wellness Centres across Jammu and Kashmir besides 

releasing the 'Policy Document' on roadmap for 
reducing Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) to single digit by 

2022 in the region.

The 100 bedded State Cancer Institute coming up at an 
estimated cost of Rs 120 crore



Srinagar Master plan 2035 approved

Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir, will 
soon have a new master plan on an expanded area of 

766 square kilometers for a projected population of 3.5 
million as the State Administrative Council (SAC) 

approved the master plan-2035.

Master Plan Srinagar-2035 is a comprehensive planning 
exercise for ensuring sustainable development of the 
Srinagar metropolitan area spread over 766 square 

kilometers.



This is the third statutory planning exercise 
carried out in the last forty-five years to achieve 

city's sustainable and sustained physical and 
economic growth.

The master plan has been prepared for a 
population of around 3.5 million (35 Lakh) by 

2035.



Juvenile Justice System in Jammu & Kashmir

As per information provided by the State Govt. of 
Jammu and Kashmir, to strengthen Juvenile Justice 
System in the State, Juvenile Justice Boards, Child 
Welfare Committees and District Child Protection 
Units have been set up in all the 22 Districts of the 

State.

The Special Juvenile Police Units have been set up 
in all the 25 Police Districts of the State. 



Child Protection Committees at Village and Block Level 
have also been set up. 

Three (03) Observation Homes have been approved during 
the year 2018-19 in addition to already existing two (02) 

Observation Homes one (01) each at Srinagar and Jammu.

The State Government has approved setting up of four (4) 
Shelter Homes for boys and girls at Srinagar and Jammu. 

The State has also approved setting up of 44 Children 
Homes for Boys and Girls in all the 22 Districts of the State. 

The Juvenile Justice Boards have been connected with 
Video Conferencing system with the Observations Homes.



SAC approves Gulmarg Master Plan

The State Administrative Council (SAC) approved the 
Gulmarg Master Plan – 2032, Phase-I, with Phase-II of the 

plan to be completed by end of June, 2019.

It is pertinent to mention that in absence of any Master Plan 
for Gulmarg and its surroundings, its ecological fragile 

ecosystem had suffered unstructured development, 
encroachment and conversion of green cover into impervious 

surfaces. 



The Master Plan envisages developing Gulmarg 
into an economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable ace tourist 
destination.

The Master Plan envisages maximizing the 
contribution of Gulmarg and its surrounds to 
the State’s economy, preserve its rich natural 
and cultural heritage, and at the same time 

provide the best hospitality.



J&K govt abolishes interviews for all Class-IV jobs

Jammu and Kashmir government has abolished 
interviews for all Class-IV posts in the state and 

the selection will now be based on the merit 
secured in the written examination.

State Administrative Council (SAC), which met in 
Srinagar under the chairmanship of then 

Governor NN Vohra abolished interviews for all 
Class-IV posts.



All recruitment for Class-IV posts, Divisional and 
District Cadres and also for companies, 

organizations and bodies substantially owned or 
controlled by the Government, will be done 
through the Jammu and Kashmir Services 

Selection Board.



Centre invites bids for services to 11 unserved 
J&K airports

To boost tourism in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Centre has invited bids from companies to provide 
air services to 11 unserved airports in the region 

under the fourth round of the regional air 
connectivity -- Udan -- scheme.

"Under Udan 4.0, MoCA (Ministry of Civil Aviation) 
has put on offer bids for 11 unserved airports in 

Jammu and Kashmir and 2 underserved airports in 
the Ladakh region



Accordingly, it has invited bids for Kargil and Thoise
airports in Ladakh and Akhnur, Chamb, Chushal, Fukche, 
Gurex, Jhangar, Miran Sahib, Panzgam, Poonch, Rajouri

and Udhampur in Jammu and Kashmir.

Besides, the ministry under Udan 4 scheme is providing 
additional Viability Gap Funding (VGF) of around 25 per 

cent extra to airlines.

"MoCA aims to operationalise 1,000 routes and more than 
100 airports in the next five years. This would be achieved 

by focusing on operationalising routes in priority areas,



Jammu And Kashmir Approves 10% Reservation For Economically 
Weaker Sections

The Jammu and Kashmir government approved the reservation 
(second amendment) bill incorporating 103rd amendment of the 

Indian constitution to provide 10 per cent reservation to 
economically weaker sections in jobs and educational institutions.

The amendment will provide for 10 per cent reservation to 
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in educational institutions and 
direct recruitment in civil posts and services not covered under the 

scheme of the reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs



For the implementation of 103rd amendment 
of Constitution of India to provide for 10 per 

cent reservation, an amendment to the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reservation Act, 2004 was 

necessary.



Book " Kashmir " Authored By Historian 
Chitralekha Zutshi Released



Documentary On Real Kashmir FC Nominated For 
BAFTA Awards

A documentary on Real Kashmir FC has bagged the 
prestigious British Academy of Film and Television 

Awards (BAFTA) Scotland Awards 2019 at a glittering 
ceremony in Glasgow, Scotland.

The documentary narrates the journey of former 
Rangers ace David Robertson as the coach of Real 

Kashmir FC, which in its first season finished third in the 
I-League, which is currently India’s second tier football 

league.



The hour-long film, which was aired by BBC 
Scotland earlier this year, won in the ‘Single 

Documentary’ category.

Its director Greg Clark has picked up nod for the 
'Director Factual' category, while the show will 

battle it out in the 'Single Documentary' category.



Prime Minister laid the Foundation Stone of the Pakal Dul
Power Project in Jammu & Kashmir

Pakal Dul, with 1000 MW capacity, will be the largest Hydro 
Power Project on river Marusudar, a tributary of Chenab river, 

located in Kishtwar district of Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir. It is also the first storage Project in Jammu & 

Kashmir.

The project cost of Pakal Dul as per CCEA sanction is Rs. 
8112.12 crore and it is supported by the Government of India 

as well as the Government of J&K.



Timelines of implementation is 66 Months from the 
start of the Project. 

It shall be leading to additional Generation of 650 
MU in downstream projects as it is a storage type 

project and shall improve the water availability 
during the lean season.



It has been agreed that the Govt. of J&K shall be 
getting 12 per cent free power after 10 years of 
commissioning of the Project and water usage 

charges as applicable. 

Additional 1 per cent free power will go towards 
Local Area Development Fund (LADF). 

Govt. of J&K has first right to purchase balance 
power of NHPC (49%) & PTC (2%). 



Ratle Hydroelectric Plant

The Ratle Hydroelectric Plant is a run-of-the-river 
hydroelectric power station currently under construction 
on the Chenab River, downstream of the village of Ratle, 
near Drabshalla in Kishtwar district of the Indian state.

On 25 June 2013, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh laid the 
foundation stone for the dam. Pakistan has frequently 

alleged that it violates the Indus Water Treaty



Project Status

In August 2017, the World Bank allowed India to 
construct the dam. It happened after Pakistan alleged 
that the construction of the dam was not in line with 

the Indus Water Treaty.

The project was supposed to be complete in February 
2018.

In October 2018, the state government approached 
the central government with joint venture proposals to 

resume construction. If a proposal is accepted, 
completion is expected at earliest in 2022.



In November, 2018, India decided to activate the 
construction of the project considering Pakistan's 

objection invalid under Indus Waters Treaty 
obligations.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was 
exchanged among NHPC Limited, Jammu & Kashmir 
State Power Development Department (JKPDD) and 

J&K State Power Development Corporation (JKSPDC) 
for execution of 850 MW Ratle Hydroelectric Project.




