




Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI)  
• Environmental think tank Council on Energy, Environment and Water has 

carried a first-of-its-kind district-level climate vulnerability assessment, or 

Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI).  

• Under this, it has analysed 640 districts in India to assess their vulnerability 

to extreme weather events such as cyclones, floods, heatwaves, droughts, 

etc. 

• Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Bihar are most 

vulnerable to extreme climate events such as floods, droughts and cyclones 

in India. 

• Dhemaji and Nagaon in Assam, Khammam in Telangana, Gajapati in Odisha, 

Vizianagaram in Andhra Pradesh, Sangli in Maharashtra, and Chennai in 

Tamil Nadu are among India’s most climate vulnerable districts 





• Recently, the Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

released the India State of Forest Report-

2021. 

It is an assessment of India’s forest and 

tree cover, published every two years by 

the Forest Survey of India. 

The first survey was published in 1987, 

and ISFR 2021 is the 17th. 



• New Features of ISFR 2021: 

 It has for the first time assessed forest 

cover in tiger reserves, tiger corridors and 

the Gir forest which houses the Asiatic lion.     

 The forest cover in tiger corridors has 

increased by 37.15 sq km (0.32%) between 

2011-2021 but decreased by 22.6 sq km 

(0.04%) in tiger reserves. 

 Forest cover has increased in 20 tiger 

reserves in these 10 years, and decreased in 

32. 



 Buxa (West Bengal), Anamalai (Tamil Nadu) and 

Indravati reserves (Chhattisgarh) have shown 

an increase in forest cover while the highest 

losses have been found in Kawal (Telangana), 

Bhadra (Karnataka) and the Sundarbans 

reserves (West Bengal). 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh has 

the highest forest cover, at nearly 97%.  



 Findings of the Report: 

 Increment in Area: 

 The forest and tree cover in the country 

continues to increase with an additional 

cover of 1,540 square kilometres over the 

past two years. 

 India’s forest cover is now 7,13,789 square 

kilometres, 21.71% of the country’s 

geographical area, an increase from 

21.67% in 2019. 



 Increase/Decrease in Forests: 

 The states that have shown the highest 

increase in forest cover are Telangana (3.07%), 

Andhra Pradesh (2.22%) and Odisha (1.04%). 

 Five states in the Northeast – Arunachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and 

Nagaland have all shown loss in forest cover. 



 States with Highest Forest Area/Cover: 

 Area-wise: Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest 

cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra. 

 In terms of forest cover as percentage of total 

geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur and 

Nagaland. 

 The term ‘forest area’ denotes the legal status of 

the land as per the government records, whereas 

the term ‘forest cover’ indicates presence of trees 

over any land. 

 Mangroves have shown an increase of 17 sq km. India’s 

total mangrove cover is now 4,992 sq km. 





 The Henley Passport Index is the original ranking of all 

the world’s passports according to the number of 

destinations their holders can access without a prior 

visa.  

 Originally created by Dr. Christian H. Kaelin 

(chairman of Henley & Partners), the ranking is 

based on exclusive data from the International Air 

Transport Association (IATA), which maintains the 

world’s largest and most accurate database of 

travel information. 

 It was launched in 2006 and includes 199 different 

passports. 

 It is updated in real time throughout the year as 

and when visa policy changes come into effect. 



 Global Rankings: 

 Japan and Singapore top the index 

 Germany and South Korea held onto the 

joint second spot on the latest ranking, while 

Finland, Italy, Luxembourg, and Spain shared 

third place. 

 Afghanistan and Iraq continue to be in the 

‘worst passports to hold’ category. 



 India’s Performance: 

 In 2020, India stood at 84 while in 2016, 

India was ranked 85th along with Mali and 

Uzbekistan. 

 India (83rd in 2022) shares the position with 

Sao Tome and Principe in Central Africa, 

behind Rwanda and Uganda. 

 India now has visa-free access to 60 

destinations worldwide with Oman and 

Armenia being the latest additions. India has 

added 35 more destinations since 2006. 





• NITI Aayog has released the fourth edition of 

the State Health Index for 2019–20. 

• The index is developed by NITI Aayog, with 

technical assistance from the World Bank, and 

in close consultation with the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare (MoHFW).     

• The report, titled “Healthy States, Progressive 

India”, ranks states and Union Territories on 

their year-on- year incremental performance in 

health outcomes as well as their overall status. 



 The State Health Index is an annual tool to 

assess the performance of states and UTs, which 

has been compiled and published since 2017. 

 It is a weighted composite index based on 24 

indicators grouped under the domains of 

‘Health Outcomes’, ‘Governance and 

Information’, and ‘Key Inputs/ Processes’.     



 Health Outcomes: It includes parameters such 

as neonatal mortality rate, under-5 mortality 

rate, sex ratio at birth. 

 Governance and Information: It includes 

parameters such as institutional deliveries, 

average occupancy of senior officers in key 

posts earmarked for health. 

 Key Inputs/Processes: It consists of proportion 

of shortfall in health care providers to what is 

recommended, functional medical facilities, 

birth and death registration and tuberculosis 

treatment success rate. 





 On the occasion of the Good Governance Day 

(25th December), the government released the 

Good Governance Index 2021. 

 The index was prepared by the Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 

(DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions.     

 GGI is a comprehensive and implementable 

framework to assess the State of Governance 

across the States and UTs which enables ranking 

of States/ Districts. 



The objective of GGI is to create a tool that can be 

used uniformly across the States to assess the 

impact of various interventions taken up by the 

Central and State Governments including UTs. 

Based on the GGI Framework, the Index provides 

a comparative picture among the States while 

developing a competitive spirit for improvement. 

The GGI 2021 says that 20 States have improved 

their composite GGI scores over the GGI 2019 

index scores. 

The GGI is envisaged as a biannual exercise. 



 The Index categorises States and UTs into four categories, i.e., 

• Other States – Group A: 

o Gujarat has topped the composite ranking in the Good Governance 

Index 2021 covering 10 sectors, followed by Maharashtra and Goa 

• Other States – Group B: 

o Madhya Pradesh tops the list followed by Rajasthan and 

Chhattisgarh. 

• North-East and Hill States: 

o Himachal Pradesh topped the list followed by Mizoram and 

Uttarakhand. 

• Union Territories: 

o Delhi tops the composite rank registering a 14% increase over the 

GGI 2019 indicators. 





• Recently, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

has released the Logistics Ease Across Different 

States (LEADS) Report (Index) 2021.     

 It was launched in 2018. 

• The LEADS report is aimed at gauging the logistics 

performance of states and Union Territories (UT) 

and identifying areas where they can improve 

logistics performance. 



 States are ranked based on quality and capacity of 

key infrastructure such as road, rail and 

warehousing as well as on operational ease of 

logistics including security of cargo, speed of 

terminal services and regulatory approvals.     

 The report is structured along the three 

dimensions which collectively influence logistics 

ease- Infrastructure, Services, and Operating and 

Regulatory Environment which are further 

categorised into 17 parameters. 



• Ranking of States: 

 Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab have emerged 

as the top performers in the LEADS 2021 

index respectively. 

 This is the third year in a row that Gujarat 

remained on top of the rankings.   

 Delhi stands at the top rank among Other 

UTs. 

• Jammu and Kashmir is the top ranker among the 

north- eastern states and Himalayan region 

followed by Sikkim and Meghalaya. 





• Economic Survey says that the “basic needs’ ‘ 
approach to economic development focuses on 

minimum specified quantities of basic necessities 

such as food, clothing, shelter, water and 

sanitation that are necessary to prevent ill health 

and undernourishment. 

The Bare Necessities Index (BNI) is an attempt 

to quantify this approach to economic 

development using data from the National 

Statistical Office (NSO). It is created for all 

States/Union Territories by employing data at 

State Level. 



• Economic Survey 2020-21 constructs a Bare Necessities 

Index (BNI) at the rural, urban and all India level. The 

BNI summarises 26 indicators on five dimensions viz., 

water, sanitation, housing, micro-environment, and 

other facilities.     

The BNI has been created for all States for 2012 and 

2018 using data from two NSO rounds viz 69th and 

76th on Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and 

Housing Condition in India.  

• Improvement in Bare Necessities: 

Bare necessities have improved across all States in 

the country in 2018 as compared to 2012.     

Increase in equity is noteworthy as the rich can 

access private options for public goods.  





 Recently, India Innovation Index Report 2020 

was released by NITI Aayog in which Karnataka 

retained its top position in the major States 

category.  

 In making India Innovation Index Institutions 

involved include NITI (National Institution for 

Transforming India) Ayog with the Institute for 

Competitiveness. 

 The index has been developed on the lines of the 

Global Innovation Index(GII), to ameliorate the 

innovation ecosystem of India.  



 The indicators that the survey uses includes 

parameters such as: 

 Number of PhD students, enrolment in 

engineering and technology colleges and 

number of highly skilled professionals. 

 Investment in R&D and number of patents 

and trademark applications filed. 

 Number    of    Internet    subscribers. 

 FDI inflows and business environment. 



HEALTH 

INSURANCE 

FOR INDIA’S 

MISSING 

MIDDLE 



• Recently, NITI Aayog has released a comprehensive report 

titled Health Insurance for India’s Missing Middle. 

 The report brings out the gaps in the health insurance 

coverage across the Indian population and offers 

solutions to address the situation 

• According to the report, at least 30% of the population, or 

40 crore individuals (referred as the missing middle in this 

report) are devoid of any financial protection for health. 

 The Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and various State Government 

extension schemes, provide comprehensive 

hospitalization cover to the bottom 50% of the 

population. 

 Around the top 20% of the population – 25 crore 

individuals – are covered through social health 

insurance, and private voluntary health insurance. 



Financial Stability Report  



Financial Stability Report  

• Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 23rd 

and 24th issue of its Financial Stability Report (FSR). 

• FSR which is published biannually reflects the collective 

assessment of the Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability 

and Development Council (FSDC - headed by the Governor of 

RBI) on risks to financial stability and the resilience of the 

financial system 
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