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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

Provisos to articles 82 and 170 (3) of the Constitution provide that no 

fresh readjustment of constituencies can be undertaken until the 

figures of the first census taken after the year 2000 are published. 

These provisos were inserted by the Constitution (Forty-second 

Amendment) Act, 1976 as a measure to boost family planning 

norms.  



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

These provisos were inserted by the Constitution (Forty-second 

Amendment) Act, 1976 as a measure to boost family planning 

norms. Since the first census to be taken after the year 2000 has 

already begun, the constitutional embargo on undertaking fresh 

delimitation will lapse as soon as the figures of this census are 

published. 



There have been consistent demands, both for and against 

undertaking the exercise of fresh delimitation.  

 

Keeping in view the progress of family planning programmes in 

different parts of the country, the Government, as part of the 

National Population Policy strategy, recently decided to extend the 

current freeze on undertaking fresh delimitation up to the year 

2026 as a motivational measure to enable the State Government 

to pursue the agenda for population stabilisation. 



Government has also decided to undertake readjustment and 

rationalization of territorial constituencies in the States, without 

altering the number of seats allotted to each State in the House of 

the People and Legislative Assemblies of the States, including the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes constituencies, on 

the basis of the population ascertained at the census for the year 

1991, so as to remove the imbalance caused due to uneven 

growth of population/electorate in different constituencies.  



It is also proposed to refix the number of seats reserved for the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in the House of the 

People and the Legislative Assemblies of the States on the basis 

of the population ascertained at the census for the year 1991. 

 





STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

• The Government servants belonging to the Scheduled Castes and 

the Scheduled Tribes had been enjoying the benefit of 

consequential seniority on their promotion on the basis of rule of 

reservation. The judgments of the Supreme Court in the case of 

Virpal Singh Chauhan (1995) 6 SCC 684 and Ajit Singh No. I AIR 

1996 SC 1189, which led to the issue of the O.M. dated 30th 

January, 1997, have adversely affected the interest of the 

Government servants belonging to the Scheduled Castes 



 Scheduled Tribes category in the matter of seniority on promotion 

to the next higher grade.  

 

This has led to considerable anxiety and representations have also 

been received from various quarters including Members of 

Parliament to protect the interest of the Government servants 

belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 



The Government has reviewed the position in the light of views 

received from various quarters and in order to protect the interest 

of the Government servants belonging to the Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes, it has been decided to negate the effect of 

O,M. dated 30th January, 1997 immediately. Mere withdrawal of 

the O.M dated 30th January, 1997 will not meet the desired 

purpose and review or revision of seniority of the Government 

servants and grant of consequential benefits to such Government 

servants will also be necessary.  



  This will require amendment to article 16(4A) of the Constitution 

to provide for consequential seniority in the case of promotion by 

virtue of rule of reservation. It is also necessary to give 

retrospective effect to the proposed constitutional amendment to 

article 16(4A) with effect from the date of coming into force of 

article 16(4A) itself, that is, from the 17th day of June, 1995. 





STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

The Constitution of India in a Directive Principle contained in article 

45, has 'made a provision for free and compulsory education for all 

children up to the age of fourteen years within ten years of 

promulgation of the Constitution. We could not achieve this goal even 

after 50 years of adoption of this provision.  



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

We could not achieve this goal even after 50 years of adoption of this 

provision. The task of providing education to all children in this age 

group gained momentum after the National Policy of Education (NPE) 

was announced in 1986.  



  The Government of India, in partnership the State Governments, 

has made strenuous efforts to fulfil this mandate and, though 

significant improvements were seen in various educational 

indicators, the ultimate goal of providing universal and quality 

education still remains unfulfilled.  

 

In order to fulfil this goal, it is felt that an explicit provision should be 

made in the Part relating to Fundamental Rights of the 

Constitution. 



With a view to making right to free and compulsory education a 

fundamental right, the Constitution (Eighty-third Amendment) Bill, 

1997 was introduced in Parliament to insert a new article, namely, 

article 21 A conferring on all children in the age group of 6 to 14 years 

the right to free and compulsory education.  

 

The said Bill was scrutinised by the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Human Resource Development and the subject was 

also dealt with in its 165th Report by the Law Commission of India. 



 After taking into consideration the report of the Law Commission 

of India and the recommendations of the Standing Committee of 

Parliament, the proposed amendments in 

 

Part III, Part IV and Part IVA of the Constitution are being made 

which are as follows:- 

 

(a) to provide for free and compulsory education to children in the 

age group of 6 to 14 years 



(b) to provide in article 45 of the Constitution that the State shall 

endeavour to provide early childhood care and education to 

children below the age of six years; and 

(c) to amend article 5lA of the Constitution with a view to providing 

that it shall be the obligation of the parents to provide 

opportunities for education to their children. 
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