
SYRIAN WAR CRISIS 







BRIEF BACKGROUND 





Ethnic groups 
Approximately Arab 50%, Alawite 15%,Kurd 10%, 

Levantine 10%, other 15% 

(includes Druze, Ismaili, Imami, Assyrian, 

Turkmen, Armenian) 

Religion 
• Muslim 87% (official; includes Sunni 74% and Alawi, 

Ismaili, and Shia 13%) 

• Christian 10% (mainly of Eastern Christian churches– 

may be smaller as a result of Christians fleeing the 

country) 

• Druze 3%   

• Jewish (few remaining in Damascus and Aleppo) 





SYRIAN CRISIS 



Unrest in Syria began on 15 March 2011 as part 

of the wider 2011 Arab Spring protests out of 

discontent with the Syrian government, 

eventually escalating to an armed conflict 

after protests calling for Assad’s (President) 
removal were violently suppressed. 



Multi-sided civil war 

• Between the Syrian Armed Forces and its domestic and international allies 

(Iran, USA, Turkey, Russia,etc) 

 

• A loose alliance of mostly Sunni opposition rebel groups (such as the Free 

Syrian Army) 

 

• Salafi jihadist groups ( transnational, hybrid religious-political ideology based 

on the Sunni sect of Islamism, seeking to establish a global caliphate) 

 

• the mixed Kurdish-Arab Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), and the Islamic State 

of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 



REASONS 



1) Shia Islam and 

Sunni Islam 
2 major denominations 

of Islam Religion. 

With Saudi Arabia regarding itself 

as the leader of Sunni Muslims and 

Iran as the protector of Shia 

Muslims, the West Asian region is 

divided under these two leaders.  



The largest religious group in Syria is the Sunni Muslims which constitutes 

almost 74% of the population. They were not happy with the administration 

of President Basher-Al-Assad who was more inclined to Shia Muslims 



In 2011, peaceful democratic protests started in The Government 

after a brutal crackdown on rebel groups with the support of  

Iran-backed Militia and it revealed the sectarian tensions in Syria 



The Sunni-dominated opposition attracted support from its 

international backers – Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and 

Jordan, along with the US, UK, and France. 

A large number of Syrian Sunnis, US sponsored 

western fighters and Saudi-backed Sunni fighters etc 

joined the rebel group to topple the Assad regime. 



2) Natural Calamities & 

Failed Policies 

Syria has a very narrow belt of coastline along the Mediterranean 

Sea and rest of the country is subjected to extreme temperatures 

that cause frequent dust storms and periodic droughts 



The devastating drought between 2006 to 

2011, caused much resentment among the 

people due to poverty and unemployment.  



President Basher-Al-Assad announced several 

plans like salary revisions to appease the 

people of his country but nothing worked out. 



3) Chemical Weapons 

In 2013, US claimed that Syrian Government has used 

Chemical weapons (Sarin Gas) against the rebel group 

and demanded UN investigation in Syria. 



Also, US stepped up its support for rebels 

and the Assad regime started receding. 



Syria agreed to a Russian( Russia backs Assad Regime) Proposal to give up Chemical 

weapons and later OPCW (Organisation of Prohibition of Chemical Weapons) 

announced that Syrian Government has destroyed all its declared chemical weapons 

mixing, filling and production facilities. 



UN also started the peace talks with the aim of 

ending the Syrian Civil War.  

United Nations-backed international peace conference on 

the future of Syria known as Geneva II Conference was 

held in 2013, nevertheless, it remained inconclusive. 



4) Terrorist Groups 

The US and its allies’ support to the rebels in Syria against the 
regime, led to the rise of the terrorist outfit ISIS which established 

in Sunni Provinces of Iraq and eastern provinces of Syria.  



This radical Islamist group has gained control 

over vast territory and populations of Syria. 



ISIS became a global threat and in response to this, the US-led 

coalition launched air strikes on Syria in an effort to “degrade and 
ultimately destroy” IS, but could not destroy the might of ISIS. 



The balance of Power changed when Russia began an 

air campaign targeting “terrorists” in Syria in 2015. 

With the support of Russia, Assad regime regained 

many parts of the country including Aleppo City.  



Syria's Kurds, who want 

the right of self-

government but have not 

fought Mr Assad's forces, 

have added another 
dimension to the conflict. 

5) Kurds 



The Kurds are the world’s largest stateless ethnic group.  
There are an estimated 25 million to 35 million of them. 

They live in the highlands of 

southern and eastern Turkey, 

northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, 

northwestern Iran, and parts of 

south Armenia, and are a minority 

in each of these countries. 



After the Islamic State (ISIS) swept across Syria 

and Iraq, the only fighters who were able to resist 

the onslaught were the Syrian Kurdish militias. 

In 2014, the Kurds joined the US in the war against 

ISIS, and become a helpful regional ally of the US 



Once the Kurds, backed by the 

Americans, had forced ISIS out of 

northern Syria, they took over the re-

captured land along the Syria-Turkey 

border, home mainly to ethnic Kurds, 

Arabs, and some other groups. 



Turkey sees it as a serious threat to its territorial 

integrity, Therefore Turkey plans to launch an 

assault on Kurdish-held territory in Syria. 



How many people have 

died? 



The United Nations has verified that at least 3,50,209 civilians and 

combatants were killed between March 2011 and March 2021, 

but it has warned that it is an "undercount of the actual number". 



The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR), a 

UK-based monitoring group with a network of sources on 

the ground, had documented the deaths of 4,94,438 
people by June 2021.  

It said at least 1,59,774 civilians had been killed, with the Syrian 

government and its allies responsible for most of those deaths. 



Major International 

Players and WHY ? 



1) Russia  

• Had military bases in Syria before the war   

 

• launched an air campaign in support of Mr 

Assad in 2015 - crucial turning point in the 

government's favour. 

 

• The Russian military says its strikes only 

target "terrorists" but activists say they 

regularly kill mainstream rebels and civilians. 



2) Iran 

• Iran- Shia Muslim Nation and President Assad- Shia Muslim 

himself ruling a Sunni Majority land. 

 

• Believed to have deployed hundreds of troops (Shia Muslim 

militiamen armed, trained and financed by Iran - mostly 

from Lebanon's Hezbollah movement, but also Iraq, 

Afghanistan and Yemen ) and spent billions of dollars to help 

Mr Assad. 



3) The “Coalition” 

The US, UK and France initially provided support for "moderate" rebel groups. 

But they have prioritised non-lethal assistance since jihadists became the 

dominant force in the armed opposition 



A US-led global coalition has also 

carried out air strikes and deployed 

special forces in Syria since 2014 to 

help an alliance of Kurdish and Arab 

militias called the Syrian Democratic 

Forces (SDF) capture territory once 

held by IS militants in the north-east 

and stop the jihadist group rebuilding. 



4) Turkey 

• Focus has been on using rebel factions to contain the Kurdish 

militia that dominates the SDF, accusing it of being an extension of 

a banned Kurdish rebel group in Turkey. 

 

• By invading northern Syria, Turkey seeks to create a peace 

zone, where it can deport Syrian refugees that fled the country 

during the Civil war in Syria. 

 

• However, experts believe in the name of the creation of a peace 

zone, Turkey wants to land grab the strategic area. 



Geopolitical Importance of northern Syria 

Holds 30% of Syrian oil & gas 

Fertile agricultural land 

Region is drained by water 

from river Euphrates. 



5) Saudi Arabia & Qatar 

Keen to counter Iranian influence, armed and 

financed the rebels at the start of the war, as 

did the kingdom's Gulf rival, Qatar. 



6) Israel 

Has been so concerned by Iran's 

"military entrenchment" in Syria and 

shipments of Iranian weapons to 

Hezbollah and other Shia militias 

that it has conducted air strikes with 

increasing frequency in an attempt to 

thwart them. 





  How has the country been affected? 



1) Massive 

Migration & 

Refugees 

More than half of Syria's pre-

war population of 22 million 

have fled their homes. 



Some 6.9 million are internally displaced, 

with more than 2 million living in tented 

camps with limited access to basic 
services.  



Another 6.8 million are refugees 

or asylum-seekers abroad.  

Neighbouring Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey, which are 

hosting 84% of them, have struggled to cope with one 

of the largest refugee exoduses in recent history. 



During Covid-19 More than 3,100 confirmed deaths had been reported as 

of March 2022, while only 7.4% of the population had been fully vaccinated. 

2) Severely Covid hit 



3) Human Rights Violation 

599 attacks on at least 350 separate 

medical facilities had been documented 

by Physicians for Human Rights as of 

March 2021, resulting in the deaths of 

930 medical personnel. 



4) Heritage destruction 

Much of Syria's rich cultural 

heritage has also been destroyed. 

All six of the country's Unesco 

World Heritage sites have been 

damaged, with IS militants 

deliberately blowing up parts of 

the ancient city of Palmyra. 



5) Economic Damage 

The percentage of Syrians living in poverty sits at an 

astounding 80% . GDP (27.26 USD Billion) (2021) 



Who is in control of 

the country now? 



The government has regained control of Syria's biggest cities, but large 

parts of the country are still held by rebels, jihadists and the Kurdish-led 

SDF. There have been no shifts in the front lines for two years. 

The last remaining 

opposition stronghold is in 

the north-western province 

of Idlib and adjoining parts of 

northern Hama and western 

Aleppo provinces. 



The region is dominated by a jihadist 

alliance called Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, but is 

also home to mainstream rebel factions.  

An estimated 2.8 million displaced people, 

including a million children, are living there, 

many of them in dire conditions in camps. 



In March 2020, Russia and Turkey 

brokered a ceasefire to halt a push 

by the government to retake Idlib. 

That led to an extended 

violence, clashes, air strikes 

and have intensified in the 

past year, particularly in 

southern Idlib. 



In the country's north-east, Turkish forces and allied Syrian rebels 

launched an offensive against the SDF in October 2019 to create a 

"safe zone" clear of Kurdish militia along the Syrian side of the 

border, and have occupied a 120km (75 miles) long stretch since. 



To halt the assault the SDF struck a deal with the Syrian government about Syrian 

army return to the Kurdish-administered region for the first time in seven years. 

Despite the presence of Syrian troops, there are still regular clashes 

between the SDF and Turkish-led forces along the front line. 

IS sleeper cells also continue to 

carry out frequent and deadly 

attacks. 



Syrian Crisis and India 



India has had good relations with Syria 

historically, but India has always taken a 

neutral stand to Assad’s regime. 

India has a substantial interest in the field of trade and investment, 

Diaspora, remittances, and energy security in the region. 





Due to the Syrian Crisis, India had to 

abandon its oil investments in Syria.  

Though India has not much dependency on Syria for her energy needs, the 

political stability in the entire West Asian region is very important for India. 



More than 7 million Indians are working in these countries and 

therefore the stability of the region should be India’s priority. 



UPSC 2016 





QUESTION 




