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Unprecedented step: On Wuhan 
lockdown

Shutdowns can limit the spread of the coronavirus outside affected 

cities, not within

In a bid to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus that emerged in 

the city of Wuhan in Hubei Province in early December last year, 

China took a drastic and unprecedented step this week to shut down 

the city, thus preventing its 11 million inhabitants from leaving. All 

modes of transport have been suspended to prevent residents from 

exiting the city. Authorities also planned to suspend public transport 

services in Huanggang, a city of seven million; shut rail stations in 

Ezhou; and impose travel restrictions in Chibi. These moves come in 

the wake of an increasing number of people getting infected and even 

dying. As on January 23, the number of infected people in China 

stood at 571 and deaths at 17. Wuhan, the hotspot of the disease



outbreak, has reported nearly 80% of all cases and all the 17 deaths. 

Further, the virus has spread to 24 provinces within the country and 

outside as well — cases have been reported in Thailand and Japan, 

South Korea, Taiwan, U.S., Hong Kong, Macau, Vietnam, and Singapore. 

That the virus has already acquired the ability to spread from one person 

to another has been confirmed by the World Health Organization. Apart 

from people in close contact with affected individuals, 16 health-care 

workers have been infected. The WHO now sees possible evidence of 

sustained transmission — the ability of the virus to spread beyond just 

clusters of patients.2009) has fueled a boom in the production of biomass 

for energy use.

The decision to enforce shutdowns came on a day when WHO’s 

Emergency Committee was deliberating on whether the coronavirus 

outbreak should be declared a “public health emergency of international 

concern”. With a split verdict and not enough information available to 

make a decision on Wednesday, the emergency committee reconvened 

on Thursday. The WHO Director-General took note of China’s decision 

and said that the travel ban is a reflection of the significant measures



taken by China to minimise the spread of the virus. Even the chair of 

the committee said the travel ban is an “important information and will 

certainly be useful for the reflection of the members of the committee”. 

These observations run counter to the stand the WHO has always 

taken even when it announces public health emergency. While 

declaring the Ebola virus disease outbreak in the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo as a public health emergency last year, the WHO had 

stated unequivocally that it is “essential to avoid the punitive economic 

consequences of travel and trade restrictions on affected communities”. 

That said, even if it limits the spread outside these cities, shutdowns 

cannot prevent human-to-human transmission within the cities. Shutting 

down entire cities go beyond the normal practice of quarantining 

infected people and might backfire.



1. With reference to the above 
passage, the following assumptions 
have been made.

Which of the above assumptions is/are 
valid? 
A. With shutdowns ,we can control the spread of corona 

virus within the affected cities also
B. Shutdowns can limit the spread of the coronavirus 

outside affected cities, not within 
C. With shutdowns ,we can control the spread of corona 

virus within the affected cities also
D. Shutdowns are inefficient altogether in  limiting the 

spread of the coronavirus 



2. Which are the drastic steps taken by china 
to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus 
that emerged in the city of Wuhan in Hubei 
Province?

A. shut down the city
B. shut rail stations in Ezhou
C. All modes of transport have been suspended to prevent 

residents from exiting the city
D. An increasing number of people getting infected and even 

dying
Which of the above statements is/are valid?

A. Only A
B. Only B & C
C. Only A , B & C
D. Only A,B &D



3. These observations run counter
to the stand the WHO has 
always taken.

The underlined word means

A. Order 
B. Make available
C. Support 
D. Oppose 



4. The WHO had stated unequivocally
that it is “essential to avoid the 
punitive economic consequences of 
travel and trade restrictions.

The meaning of the underlined word in 
the context of the passage is

A. Clearly
B. Ambiguously 
C. Unilaterally 
D. Unanimously 



5. With reference to the above 
passage, the following assumptions 
have been made.

Which of the above assumptions is/are 
valid?
A. Enough evidence was not available for the declaration of 

corona virus a “public health emergency of international 
concern”by WHO

B. a split verdict necessitated that the emergency 
committee be reconvened

C. The decision to enforce shutdowns came when WHO’s 
Emergency Committee declared a “public health 
emergency of international concern”

D. None of the above .



6. The word reconvene in the 
context of the given passage 
means

A. Build or create again something that has 
been damaged

B. Come together again for a meeting
C. Change in some ways
D. A successful way of curing an illness 



1. Unprecedented : never done or known before.
2. Lockdown : an emergency protocol that usually 

prevents people or information from leaving an area
3. In a bid to curb : to control or limit something that 

is not wanted.
4. Acquired : obtain (an asset or object) for oneself.
5. Deliberating : engage in long and careful 

consideration.
6. Unequivocally : in a way that leaves no doubt.
7. Punitive : inflicting or intended as punishment.
8. Quarantining : to exclude, detain.
9. Backfire : have an opposite and undesirable effect 

to what was intended.

Vocabulary



Vocabulary
8. Adjudicated : make a formal judgement on a 

disputed matter.
9. Retrospective : looking back on or dealing with past 

events or situations.
10. Throw the baby out with the bathwater : to lose 

valuable ideas or things in your attempt to get rid 
of what is not wanted.

11. Proverbial : referred to in a proverb or idiom.
12. Prudent : acting with or showing care and thought 

for the future.
13. Breaching : to break a law, promise, agreement, 

or relationship.
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Reflexive Pronoun Examples: What NOT to Do

These are really common mistakes
Don’t use reflexive pronouns in compound objects

Incorrect: Bring all of your problems  to your mother and myself so that we can help you 

solve them.

Correct: Bring all of your problems  to your mother and me so that we can help you solve 

them.

Don’t use reflexive pronouns in compound subjects

Incorrect: Dr. Sharma and myself collaborated on the paper that was presented to the 

medical council.

Correct: Dr. Sharma and I collaborated on the paper that was presented to the the medical 

council.

In most cases, you will use a personal pronoun instead of a reflexive pronoun when you are 

writing compound subjects or objects.

Don’t use reflexive pronouns after prepositions of place

Incorrect: John placed the book beside himself.

Correct: John placed the book beside him.



“It always seems impossible until it’s 
done.”


