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Q1. 'Drakensburg Mountains' are located in which of the following 

countries? 

 

(a) South Africa  

(b) North America 

(c) South America  

(d) France and Germany 



• Ans a 

• Drakensberg, the main mountain range of Southern Africa. The 

Drakensberg rises to more than 11,400 feet (3,475 metres) and 

extends roughly northeast to southwest for 700 miles (1,125 km) 

parallel to the southeastern coast of South Africa. This is the highest 

mountain range in Southern Africa.  



Q2. With reference to economy, which of the following is correct about 

'Zero-Coupon bond'? 

 

(a) Fixed-income instruments that carry a low credit rating.  

(b) Fixed-income securities that do not yield any interest. 

(c) High grade securities issued by government with zero risk.  

(d) Debt security issued by a corporation for a risky project 



• Ans b 

• A zero-coupon bond is a debt security that doesn't pay interest (a 

coupon) but is traded at a deep discount, rendering profit at maturity 

when the bond is redeemed for its full face value. 



Q3. Gross National Product involves 'Net Factor Income from Abroad 

(NFIA)' apart from the national GDP. Which of the following would come 

under NFIA? 

1. Wages of Indian nationals working in Turkey 

2. Profits from a Reliance outlet in Ontario  

3. Income earned from Exports of India 

 

 Choose the correct answer from the codes given below:  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans a 

• Net factor income from abroad is the difference between factor income 

received from abroad by normal residents of India for rendering factor 

services in other countries on the one hand and the factor incomes 

paid to the foreign residents for factor services rendered by them in the 

domestic territory of India on the other.  

•  Indian nationals working in Turkey receives the wages which comes 

under the ‘Net Factor Income from Abroad’.  Profits from a Reliance 
outlet in Ontario also comes under the ‘Net Factor Income from 
Abroad’.  

•  Net factor income from abroad should not be confused with income 

from net exports which are a part of both gross national product (GNP) 

and gross domestic product (GDP). Therefore, Income from exports 

does not come under the ‘Net Factor Income from Abroad’. 



Q4. Consider the following statements about 'Food Fortification': 

1. It is an effective way of enhancing micronutrient content of food. 

2. Fortification does not require changes in existing food patterns and 

characteristics of food.  

3. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India is the concerned authority 

for regulation of food fortification.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only  

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• Fortification is the addition of key vitamins and minerals such as iron, 

iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to 

improve their nutritional content. These nutrients may or may not have 

been originally present in the food before processing. Food fortification 

has been identified by the World Health Organization, the Copenhagen 

Consensus and the Food and Agriculture Organization as one of the top 

four strategies for decreasing micronutrient malnutrition at the global 

level.  

• Food Fortification does not require any changes in food habits and 

patterns of people. It is a socio-culturally acceptable way to deliver 

nutrients to people. It does not alter the characteristics of the food—the 

taste, the feel, the look.  



• The Food Safety and Standards (Fortification of Foods) Regulations, 

2018 have been notified in the Gazette of India on 2nd August 2018 

which replace the standards operationalised earlier. The new standards 

now provide a minimum and a maximum range for fortification of 

staples like wheat flour (atta), maida, rice (with Iron, Folic Acid and 

Vitamin B12), double fortified salt (with Iodine and Iron), vegetable oil 

and milk (with Vitamin A and Vitamin D); the dosage of the 

micronutrients has been adjusted so that they provide 30 to 50 percent 

of the daily requirements. In Wheat Flour and Rice fortification, 

bioavailable sources of Iron have been added. Further, Vanaspati 

fortification has been excluded 

 



Q5. Which of the following materials were used in making the statues in 

Harappan Civilization? 

1. Stone 

2. Bronze  

3. Terracotta  

4. Copper  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:  

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 2 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans d 

• In stone, the two most discussed male figures are male torso and the 

bearded priest.  

• The most discussed example of metal sculpture in context with Indus 

Valley is the Dancing Girl. Dancing Girl (sculpture) Dancing Girl is a 

prehistoric bronze sculpture made in the lost-wax process about 2500 

BCE in the Indus Valley Civilisation city of Mohenjo-daro (in modern-

day Pakistan) , which was one of the earliest human cities.  

• Metal casting was popular at all the major centres of the Indus Valley 

Civilisation, for example the copper dog and bird of Lothal, bull from 

Kalibangan and the human figures of copper and bronze from Harappa 

and Mohenjodaro.  There are plenty of terracotta seals and figurines 

recovered from Harappan sites which range from toys to cult objects 

such as mother goddess to birds and animals, including monkeys, 

dogs, sheep, cattle-both humped and humpless bulls. The most 

important terracotta figure in the Indus Valley Civilization is the figure of 

Mother Goddess. 



Q6. Consider the following factors:  

1. High capital-output ratio  

2. Rapid growth of population  

3. Higher debt burden  

4. Insufficient infrastructure  

 

Which of the given above factors may lead to the slow growth rate of per 

capita income in India?  

(a) 2 and 4 only  

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 
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• Ans c 



Q7. With respect to the 'Payment Council of India (PCI)', consider the 

following statements: 

1. It was formed under the aegis of Internet and Mobile Association of 

India (IAMAI).  

2. It was formed for representing various regulated non-banking payment 

industry players.  

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

• Payments Council of India (PCI) was formed in 2013 under aegis of 

IAMAI (Internet and Mobile Association of India) to cater needs of 

digital payment industry in India.  

• It was formed for representing various regulated non-banking 

payment industry players and to help resolve various industry level 

issues and barriers in payments and settlement system.  



Q8. Who among the following dignitaries makes and subscribes to an 

oath to defend the Constitution of India?  

1. President  

2. Speaker of Lok Sabha 

3. Vice-President 

4. Prime Minister 

 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans a 

• All other dignitaries take and subscribe to the oath of faith and 

allegiance towards constitution but only the President of India takes 

the oath to defend the Constitution. (Art-60)  



Q9. Identify the crop from the characteristics/features mentioned below:  

1. It is tropical as well as sub-tropical crop.  

2. It grows well in hot and humid climate with temperature of 21 to 27 

degrees.  

3. It requires annual rainfall of 75 to 100 cm.  

4. The major producing states are Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and 

Karnataka.  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

 (a) Wheat 

 (b) Millets  

 (c) Sugarcane  

 (d) Rubber 



• Ans c 

• Sugarcane: It is a tropical as well as a sub-tropical crop. It grows well in 

hot and humid climate with a temperature of 21°C to 27°C and an 

annual rainfall between 75cm and 100cm. Irrigation is required in the 

regions of low rainfall.  

• It can be grown on a variety of soils and needs manual labour from 

sowing to harvesting. India is the second largest producer of sugarcane 

only after Brazil. It is the main source of sugar, gur (jaggary), khandsari 

and molasses.  

• The major sugarcane-producing states are Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Bihar, Punjab and Haryana. 



Q10. Consider the following statements:  

1. Use or access to Aadhaar biometric data in cases involving national 

security is permitted. 

2. Use of Aadhaar biometric data for criminal investigation is allowed. 

 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans a 

• The use of or access to Aadhaar biometric data for criminal 

investigation is not permissible under Section 29 of the Aadhaar Act, 

2016," UIDAI said it last year The "very limited" exception to this, said 

UIDAI, is allowed under Section 33 of the Aadhaar Act, which permits 

use of or access to Aadhaar biometric data in cases involving national 

security only after pre-authorisation by an oversight committee headed 

by the Cabinet Secretary.  
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