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The policy is comprehensive, holistic, far sighted

and will certainly play a great role in the nation’s

future growth of the nation.

I must commend the TSR Subramanian Committee in

2016 and the K Kasturirangan Committee for having

done a stellar job.

It seeks to transform India into a vibrant knowledge

society.

It rightfully balances the rootedness and pride in

India as well as acceptance of the best ideas and

practices in the world of learning from across the

globe.



I note with great satisfaction that one of its loftier

goals is to bring two crore out-of-school children

into the school system and reduce dropouts.

Reduction in the burdensome syllabus, focus on

vocational education and environmental

education

Bringing in a single regulator to look after all

institutions barring medical and law colleges.

The policy gives a fillip to holistic education by

envisioning the convergence of science and arts

streams.



The focus on ethics and human and

Constitutional values will go a long way in the

creation of an enlightened citizenship essential

for deepening our democratic roots.

Increasing the school-going years from 3 to 18

instead of the prevalent 6 to 14.

Setting up a National Mission on Foundational

Literacy and Numeracy.

Importance of nutrition to the all-round

development of children: energy-filled breakfast

+ nutritious mid-day meal



Mother tongue plays a highly critical role in the

overall development of the child.

Mother tongue, which a child hears right from the

moment he or she is born, provides personal

identity, connects with culture and is crucial for

cognitive development.

When world leaders call on me, they prefer to speak in

their mother tongues even though they are proficient in

English.

Great scholars prefer to write and speak in their mother

tongues.

There would be no imposition of any language and

no opposition to any language.



This education policy was long overdue.

Now focus needs to shift to its efficient and

effective implementation.

States and the Union government have to work

together to make the change happen in the

classrooms.

While NEP aims to increase public investment in

education from the current 4.3% to 6% of GDP, we

must have a time frame for this to be

implemented.





After the landslide

The results of the Sri Lankan parliamentary elections

were foretold from the time of the February 2018

local election sweep by Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna.

Voters, who had decided in 2015 to throw out an

authoritarian Rajapaksa regime and opted for a

seemingly bold challenger in Maithripala Sirisena, had

by then already tired of the dysfunctional

relationship between him and Prime Minister Ranil

Wickremesinghe.



The last straw was the failure of this duo to

prevent the 2019 Easter Sunday carnage despite

credible, real time intelligence from India.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who was elected

last year on a majoritarian Sinhala Buddhist plank

built around his reputation as the architect of the

2009 military victory over the LTTE, is a recent

politician, and more powerful than the PM under

the Constitution.

Mahinda continues to nurse the ambition of

becoming president once again.



The Gotabaya-Mahinda government has already

shown that it will wear its majoritarianism on its

sleeve.

Earlier this year, Sri Lanka withdrew from

Resolution 30/1 of the UN Human Rights Council,

under which it had committed to fix accountability

for war crimes and provide justice and reparations

to the Tamil minority.

The Tamil National Alliance has shrunk in this

election.

Mahinda paid no heed to India’s entreaties after

the civil war ended to devolve more powers to

Tamil areas.



The brothers Rajapaksa are even less likely to pay

attention now.

Sri Lanka’s new ruling clan is sharply aware of

India’s own majoritarian turn, as well as its

troubles with China on the LAC and in the region.

That the Rajapaksas will continue using Beijing

as a counter-weight to Delhi is a reality that

cannot be wished away.



COVID spiral

Dreaded community spread has India well and truly

in its grip.

1.5 million cases till July 28

Added a whopping 5,00,000 infections in just nine

days

This is an average of 50,000 fresh cases recorded

each day.

India has breached the 20-lakh barrier and fatalities

have touched the 41,000 mark.



The country that has been fighting to rapidly ramp

up its poor healthcare infrastructure is now

snapping at the heels of Brazil, which has more

than 2.8 million cases, and the US, which is

leading the list of worst-hit countries with five

million cases.

And if the experts are to be believed, the

community spread has only just begun and the

next million cases may take just a little over two

weeks if infections continue to spread at the same

rate at which they are now.



Expert opinion has it that the country needs to

shift its focus on the war against the pandemic to

rural India, which has multiple challenges of a

high population density, patchy administration

and a tottering healthcare infrastructure.

Till August 5, the country had just tested 16,617

people per million, which is a paltry 1.66 per

cent of the population.

Compare this to other nations like the US, which

has tested 18.8 per cent of its population, Russia

20 per cent, South Africa five per cent and the

UK 25 per cent.



The Government’s excuses of overpopulation and

being a poor country hold no water as even a

country like Brazil, which has a much lesser GDP

than ours, has tested 6.3 per cent of its

population.

Moreover, a small country like Iran has tested

three per cent.

If we are to beat the pandemic, we have to ramp

up our testing and take it up to five per cent at

least, which is around 32 million more people.



Right now, while the urban centres are bending

the curve, unexpected hotspots are emerging,

which need to be contained lest they set off a

ripple effect that can lead to a “viral” blast.

Also, what is needed is a national protocol for a

standardised response, better guidance and a

balanced allocation of resources.

The silver lining in the dark cloud is that the

recovery rate in the country is continuously

rising and the fatality rate has remained much

below the global average.



Plus, we have come a long way from the time we faced a

shortage of simple things like hand sanitisers to the more

complex PPEs and ventilators.

The two indigenous vaccines are showing promise and

developers are preparing to begin simultaneous phase 2 trials

that study immune response and additional safety in a large

population.

In some more good news, pharma major Lupin has launched

its Favipiravir drug at a very reasonable price.

Given our population, we will have recurring waves.
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Atleast 18 people killed in plane crash at Kozhikode airport in Kerala
162 people have been injured. 15 of them are in serious condition.

Centre asks States, UTs to conduct Corona test of all grocery shop

workers, street vendors to control pandemic

PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra today

Gujarat Govt announces New Industrial Policy in line with

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan

India to host ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in 2021; Women's T-20

postponed till 2022



Hockey team captain Manpreet Singh, players tested COVID-19

positive

Bangladesh to construct memorial for Indian soldiers martyred in

1971 liberation war

OCI card holders from USA, UK, Germany, France can visit India:

Home Ministry

Sarpanches, Panchayats representatives should perform their

responsibility for villages development: N S Tomar

Today is 78th anniversary of Quit India movement
The movement had begun from Gawalia Tank in Mumbai. The day is observed

as August Kranti Day every year.



Serum Institute enters into partnership to accelerate

manufacture, delivery of Covid19 vaccines for India
Serum Institute of India has entered into a new landmark partnership with

Gavi and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate the production of

up to 100 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines for India and other low and

middle income countries.

Independence Day 2020: Govt Schemes generating employment

for youth
Skill Development Minister Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey said, under the skill

India mission government is provident employment as well as opportunity of

self employment to the youth of the country.
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Do you know? 
Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge”

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks 


