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Clause (2) of article 276 of the Constitution specifies that the 

total amount payable in respect of any one person to the State 

or to any one municipality, district board, local board or other 

local authority in a State by way of taxes on professions, trades, 

callings and employments leviable by a State Legislature under 

clause (1) of that article shall not exceed two hundred and fifty 

rupees per annum.  



The proviso to that clause, however, enables the continuance of 

the levy of such tax at a rate exceeding two hundred and fifty 

rupees per annum in any State, municipality, etc.,  

 

if in the financial year immediately preceding the 

commencement of Constitution there was in force in that State, 

municipality, etc., any such tax exceeding that rate. 

 



Some of the State Governments have represented that this celling 

of two hundred and fifty rupees which was fixed in 1949, needs to be 

revised upwards taking into consideration the price rise and other 

factors.  

 

It is also pointed out that the profession tax has, at 

present, become almost regressive because of the ceiling since even 

people with high salaries have to pay this tax at only the maximum 

amount of two hundred and fifty rupees per annum. The upward 

revision 

of profession tax will also help the State Governments in raising 

additional resources. 



It is accordingly proposed to amend clause (2) of article 276 of the 

Constitution to increase the ceiling of profession tax from two 

hundred and fifty rupees per annum to two thousand and five 

hundred rupees per annum.  

 

As the proviso to this clause is no longer relevant, it is proposed to 

omit it. 



 





 



Article 326 of the Constitution provides that the elections to the 
House of the People and to the Legislative Assembly of every 
State shall be on the basis of adult suffrage, that is to say, a 

person should not be less than 21 years of age.  

 

It has been found that many of the countries have specified 18 
years as the voting age. In our country some of the State 

Governments have adopted 18 years of age for elections to the 
local authorities.  



The present-day youth are literate and enlightened and the 
lowering of the voting age would provide to the unrepresented 
youth of the country an opportunity to give vent to their feelings 

and help them become a part of the political process.  

 

The present-day youth are very much politically conscious.  

 

It is, therefore, proposed to reduce the voting age from 21 years 
to 18 years. 





18 


