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Junior Civitan Creed

I am a Junior Civitan:
An aware citizen of today,

The standing promise of tomorrow.

I seek to meet the needs of our world,
To be progressive in a world of change

With compassion and understanding for
The values and traditions of the past.

I value the security of knowing
That wherever I am

I will always be within reach
Of a fellow Civitan.

I dedicate myself
To society and to my fellow man

With a commitment 
To make the world a better place.
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Are you ready for the time of your life? The weekend of March 7 - 10, every Junior Civitan 

is invited to groove the day and night away down in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina at our 

annual fundraiser: Dance-a-thon! I sure hope you are ready to rock and get down to 

the beat of the music, because this will be the best dance party in North America! We 

encourage every Junior Civitan to get involved in this event. You won’t be disappointed 

at what this non-stop blast of a weekend will give you. You will get to dance for twelve 

straight hours with six different costume changes. 

Dance-a-thon is open to ANY member of our organization! You can attend the whole 

weekend with all of your meals and hotel arrangements included if you raise the 

minimum—$500, plus your travel costs to get there. If that’s a little out of your reach, 

there’s another option. Raise just $100 to attend the Saturday dance only! All the net 

proceeds raised will go to OUR Civitan International Research Center! 

If you think you are up to the challenge and would 

like to participate in this year’s event, please email  

juniorcivitan@civitan.org no later than December 1. You 

will receive your own fundraising packet to help you get 

started right away. Different fundraising minimums apply 

for district representatives. Visit www.juniorcivitan.org and click 

the Fundraisers tab for more information. 

Dance-a-thon 2014
When:

March 7-10, 2014

Where: 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

How:
Turn in donations of $500 above 

the cost of your airfare  
by February 7, 2014

Registration Deadline:
Notify International Headquarters  

that you are participating by  
December 1, 2013 

Donation Deadline:
February 7, 2014

DANCE PARTY
AT THE BEACH

SPOTLIGHT

By Sean Blanton
International Vice President
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By Jessica White
International Director

You’ve probably heard the 
saying, “Knowledge is power.” 
Well, in this case, it couldn’t 
be more true. 

There are so many issues plaguing our world 
that it can be overwhelming trying to figure 
out how to help, but in some cases, you 
can help by just making people aware of 
the issues.  That’s why we have the Social 
Causes Awareness campaign. Every year, 
Junior Civitans work on educating their peers 
about a cause that speaks to them.  From bullying to teen 
pregnancy, homelessness, suicide and depression to HIV/
AIDS and texting while driving… the list of issues that affect 
our society today is endless. 

You can help! Start by promoting awareness of a cause and 
offering information to help. Make pamphlets, hang flyers, 
record an educational video, do a project, invite a speaker to 
your meeting. Anything you do to help just one person can 
make a difference. You don’t even have to choose a cause 
from this list. Choose a social cause that is close to your heart 
and that will make an impact on your community. No matter 
what you choose, you’re helping people in need. 

As your International Board, we’ve chosen to put an emphasis 
on one social cause we feel is very important: teen depression 
and suicide. This is a wide-spread problem and it’s getting 
worse. We need to let people know that there is help and 
they are not alone. You can choose to make this your district 
or club’s social cause, or you can choose something else, but 
please do something! It’s an easy project you can do that has 
a lasting effect! 

This has always been a successful campaign, but don’t forget 
to report what you do to International! We want to know 
about all the amazing things your club is doing. Thanks for all 
you do, and good luck!S
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Selection
By Oshe Orifa
International Director

Guess what?! It’s that time of the year again! 

And no, I’m not referring to Christmas or 

Hanukkah or any other notable September-

to-December holidays that we often find 

ourselves thinking of. I’m talking about the 

time we Junior Civitans collect, collect, collect 

and collect some more – all for the sake of our 

beloved communities! Collection Selection is a 

simple campaign in which Junior Civitans from 

across North America collect nearly anything 

that helps us make a positive impact in our 

communities! 

In the past some of our collection items 

included: gently used clothes, pop (or soda) can 

tabs, stuffed animals, baby food, canned food, 

shoes, and even toiletries – you name it, we 

collect it! Don’t forget to report your Collection 

Selection projects to International this year! 

That way you can get credit for the awesome 

work you have done within your communities 

and the lives you have changed! It’s an 

important cause that truly does impact the lives 

of those who need it!  You can find the  report 

form at www.juniorcivitan.org, on the Literature 

& Forms page under Member Resources. 

And it’s as simple as emailing your reports to  

juniorcivitan@civitan.org! Happy Collecting! 

BEST IN SERVICE

Building one Junior Civitan club is a major accomplishment; building five or more is worthy of all the praise and accolades we can give!  This year, 
we were lucky enough to have two new honorees worthy of the Master Club Builder status.  Together they have added five new Junior Civitan 
clubs to our organization.  Both of them hail from the up and coming Appalachian District!

These remarkable honorees teamed up to tackle the rejuvenation of their junior district.  Since 2010, only one club had been built in the 
Appalachian District and these ladies knew there was untapped potential just waiting to spring to life.  

They started the 2012-13 year pulling their resources together, working in the community and meeting with local school leaders. Things finally 
started to pay off as the New Year hit. They chartered their first club together on January 25, 2013, Chattanooga Valley Middle School, and the rest 
is history! These ladies followed with two more clubs chartered in March, then one in April. In May they established their fifth Junior Civitan club, 
achieving the Master Club Builder status.  

Thank you, Sheila and Tammy!  Through great leaders like you, we continue to build a better future and spread the word about our 
incredible organization.

Master Club Builder
Junior Civitan International recognized two outstanding supporters, 

Sheila Idol & Tammy Pearson
as Master Club Builders at the 2013 Junior Civitan International Convention  

in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Sheila Idol Tammy Pearson
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CENTER STAGE

 Taking 

CENTER STAGE                      
                                                                                                                              in Mississippi

Biloxi, MS – A crowd of about 100 parents, 
family and friends eagerly gathered to 
support their 15 young ‘fashion models’ as 
they strutted their stuff in the 2nd Annual 
Dillard’s Back-2-School Civitan Benefit 
Fashion Show. The department store 
partnered with the North Bay Civitan Club 
of D’Iberville-St. Martin to host the fashion 
show, which makes school-aged children 
with disabilities celebrities for a day. 

In August, Civitans recruited models for the 
show. Trina Lilly, whose daughter Camryn 
has Down syndrome, explained, “I knew 
Camryn would love to do this because she 
always talks about being a model one day.” 

Seats were reserved for donations per chair, and proceeds benefit upcoming projects sponsored by the North Bay 
Civitan Club.  A portion will also serve as a contribution to the UAB Civitan International Research Center.

Dillard’s hosted the event and contacted parents for fittings prior to the event. April Shoemaker’s daughter Courtlyn, 
who also has Down syndrome and was a model in last year’s show, could not wait to participate again. “[She] feels 
like a super model,” said Shoemaker .

“It makes me feel great to know people like the North Bay Civitan Club are willing to offer an activity such as this 
for youth with developmental disabilities.” “We had 15 models participate this year with various developmental 
disabilities, and the feeling of joy rising inside the mall was quite abundant,” commented North Bay Civitan Club 
President Keith Wilson. “This was a positive learning experience for all.” 
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JUNIOR FELLOWS
Recognized since 2008

Alabama Central
Michael L. Brown
Emily Hodges
Peter W. Morris
Tommy & Rachel Rogers
Scott Serota
Amy J. Shirley
Rebekah Whittington
 
Alabama North
Nell Emerson
Susan Lacey
Robert McDowell
Lynn Neergaard
Sally Rouse
Benjamin Santos

Alabama-West Florida
Jarryd Boyd

Appalachian
Mekia Hickman
Sheila ldol
Trevon Townsend

California
Amy S. Fogo
Earl (Ron) Leaf
Ryan Revitz

Canadian East
Marie Killeen
Sharon Libbey
Ashley Robinson

Canadian West
Tracy Beck
Frank & Lorelee 

Gambino
William R. Hiscott
Norma Johnston
Miranda Jurilj
Steve & Kelly Kocsis
Anita Pereira
Sandie Shapiro
Mary Wood

Cardinal
Mark Jarrett
Drew Morton

Chesapeake
Betty Gail Elliott
Mitchell Moore
Fon E. Smith

Civitan International
Candice Williams

Florida
Suzanne Baker
Daniel Bowen
Sam Dempster
Mattie Fraser
Frank J. Kelley
Matthew Pendleton
Zachary Rivera
Jean T. Smith

Great Southwest
Patricia Perkal

Heart of the West
James Mathew Kirkpatrick

Heartland
Judy Adam
Steve Bradford
George Brown
Staphany Chanthavong
Kay Cortinez
John Cunningham
Stewart E. Field
Shannon Gonzales
Janet Guest
Steve Jackson
Bonnie Maxwell
Kelli Williams

Magnolia
Orville Hammons
Mike Shields
Jenny R. Woods

Mississippi North
Sherry Garrett
David Neilsen
Samantha Witcher

North Carolina East
Curtis Bare
Susie Bare
Chance Cockrell
H. Neel Covington
Ashley Garner
Rachel B. Hardin
Gayle Horner 
Heather Lane
Velvet S. Leggette
Bill McKenney
Elizabeth Moore
Evalee Parker
Bailey M. Pennington
Bonnie Rose
Leigh A. Wilkinson

North Carolina West
Meredith Abramson
Jennifer Leigh Hughes
Pat Laney
Linda Merrell
Danielle Wall

North Central
Mark Fischer
Rob Wargel

South Carolina
Josh Cato
Colton Crenshaw
Shelby Fulmer
Kaleigh-Shaye Walker

JUNIOR CIVITAN 
RESEARCH CENTER 
FELLOWS
Recognized since 2013

Alabama-West Florida
James C. Jones 

North Carolina East
Rachel B. Hardin

Has anyone ever helped you along the way  
to becoming a better Junior Civitan?  

     How about you show them the 
   ultimate appreciation and  
           make them a Junior Fellow? 
To name someone as a Junior Fellow, all you need to do is to donate $300 
or $600 for the Junior Civitan Research Center Fellow. Start saving now, or 
work with fellow Junior Civitans to raise the money so you can honor this 
special someone! This recognition can be presented in your community, 
at your district meetings, or even at the international convention! You may 
present this award to a fellow Junior Civitan, an advisor, a Civitan, or anyone 
you would like to honor. It will always be remembered and cherished. 

By making someone a Junior Fellow, you are not only honoring that 
person’s work and commitment to Junior Civitan, you are also helping 
out your fellow members in this organization. The money raised through 
fellows goes to the Shropshire Scholarship fund, which helps fellow Junior 
Civitans through college. 

Think about it, talk about it with others, and make your 
plans to honor someone important as a Junior Fellow 
during the year!  

By Sean Blanton
International Vice President

I AM A 
JUNIOR 
CIVITAN!

Say it loud and say it proud!
Join today! It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3.

1. Learn the Junior Civitan Creed.

2. Recite it to your club advisor or district chair.

3. Send your information to Civitan International.

     It’s too simple, 
            there are NO excuses!

Junior Civitan Creed Club
Membership Form

Club Name _____________________________________________
District _________________________________________________

Ship lapel pins and membership cards to:
Name _________________________________________________
Street Address ___________________________________________
City ______________ State/Province ________ Postal Code _______

Name of Club Members Grade
______________________________________________ ______
______________________________________________ ______
______________________________________________ ______
List any additional names on a separate sheet.

Authorized signature ______________________________________
Title_______________________  Club/District ________________

Mail to: Junior Civitan International, P. O. Box 130744, Birmingham, Alabama 35213-0744

The
Junior
Civitan
Creed

I am a
Junior Civitan;

An aware citizen
of today,

The standing promise
of tomorrow.

I seek to meet the
needs of our world,
To be progressive

in a world of change,
With compassion and

understanding for
The values and

traditions of the past.

I value the
security of knowing
That wherever I am

I will always
be within reach

Of a fellow Civitan.

I dedicate myself
To society and

to my fellow man
With a commitment
To make the world

a better place.

Have you ever wondered what Junior Civitan is all about?
If you know The Junior Civitan Creed, you could answer this

question. By becoming a member of the Creed Club, you can increase your
awareness of Junior Civitan and enhance your ability to tell others about
the organization. It is not difficult to become a member of the Creed Club.

1.  Memorize the 15 lines of the Creed.
2.  Recite the Creed from memory to your club advisor or district chair.
3.  Pay your $2.00 membership fee to receive the lapel pin or just

submit the form below without payment for a membership card.

The $2.00 fee entitles you to a Creed Club lapel pin, but a membership
card and lifetime enrollment without the pin are free -- all of which will be
mailed from Junior Civitan International.

Some districts have created a Creed Club Award for the club that has
the highest percentage of members enrolled. It is presented at the district
convention.

So, if you could not answer that first question completely, join the
Creed Club today and be the best Junior Civitan you can be!

THE CREED CLUB

THE CREED CLUB

THE CREED CLUB

THE CREED CLUB

THE CREED CLUBoinJ

Use the form below and include $2.00 to receive a Junior Civitan Creed Club Pin or 
just submit the form without payment for a free membership card.
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Even with their busy schedules, scientists at the Civitan 
International Research Center recognize the need to inspire future 
scientists who will one day continue their crucial research.  

Civitan Scientists at UAB are inspiring children through their participation 
in the Physiology Understanding (PhUn) Week outreach program which 
is an extension of a nationwide event held each November. The program 
is designed to get students excited about science by participating in 
hands-on scientific activities. Sponsored by the American Physiological 
Society, the program encourages university physiologists to engage K-12 
school students in science explorations. “It is a lot of work but it is one 
of the most rewarding things I have done in my career,” said Dr. Carmel 
McNicholas-Bevensee, an instructor in the Department of Physiology 
and Director of the UAB PhUn program. 

This year, CIRC scientists and Research Civitan Club members 
volunteered to conduct interactive experiments illustrating how the heart, lung and digestive system work to students at Riverchase Elementary School and 
at the McWane Science Center.  The students get a real feel for what it is like to be a scientist.  They are given scientists’ lab coats and use microscopes to 
examine actual lungs and hearts from animals. They are also given models of the chest and stomach to assemble. 

Dr. Michelle Olsen, one of several Civitan Scientists who volunteered commented that “this is a worthwhile program for the kids; not only are the kids having 

fun, but it also gets them excited about science.” Dr. Farah Lubin, McNulty Civitan Scientist and Assistant Professor in the Department of Neurobiology, 
enjoyed “seeing their young faces light up with new information.”

Volunteers also use this teaching opportunity to educate the children about the importance of staying healthy through maintaining a proper diet and 
exercise.  “We use this as an opportunity to relate why healthy living and the choices we make are important factors in how their body works. We focus on 
diabetes and obesity and the dangers of tobacco products with the assistance of Dr. Stephenie Wallace,” said Dr. Bevenesee. 

When UAB researchers bring this learning opportunity into the schools, the children are exposed not only to the science but they get to interact with real 
scientists who are conducting cool experiments.  Their hands-on experience with science will encourage them to think about the human body and the 
process for learning how science affects their everyday lives.  Most importantly, it exposes them to an exciting option for their future career paths, helping 
nurture the next generation of scientists.

RESEARCH REPORT

Civitan Researchers

   Inspire Future Scientists
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By Ankur Kumar, International President

The 2013 Junior Civitan International Convention amazed hundreds of young Civitans 

in the charming Queen City of Charlotte! Junior Civitans from across North America 

arrived at the hip Blake Hotel ready to BE THE CHANGE! We want to send our deepest 

thanks to North Carolina District West for providing a warm welcome to Charlotte and 

the Blake Hotel. NCDW provided plenty of southern hospitality including, water, snacks, 

and Cheerwine (the soft drink invented in Salisbury, North Carolina in 1917) to beat the 

heat and stay cool throughout this year’s convention. 

After a long day of travel for some, Thursday kicked off the 2013 event! It was a fun-filled 

day of meeting new people, reuniting with old friends, and taking in the afternoon 

sessions. The registration area was full of campaign excitement with all of our 2013-14 

international officer candidates busy spreading the word about their hopes and plans 

for the future of Junior Civitan. It wasn’t long before Opening Ceremonies began and 

International President Ashley Witcher officially brought the convention to a start! 

Keynote speaker Justin Boudreau got everyone fired up with his entertaining stories of 

trials and triumphs and inspired everyone to decide what they want to accomplish in the 

future. We also had the privilege of honoring two new Master Club Builders: Sheila Idol 

and Tammy Pearson. They worked incredibly hard to achieve this recognition over the 

last year and it was well-deserved! Convention-goers then began to prepare their voices 

(and ears) as the karaoke night of a lifetime began. The stage was filled with songs and 

sounds of all types and a few slightly over-the-top performances for the books. 

Friday kicked off bright and early with a workshop hosted again by Justin Boudreau. 

His message focused on students’ realization that we are in charge of our own goals 

and brought a message of action and inspiration to start chasing our dreams. Justin 

encouraged students to not only accept themselves, but others, as well. He challenged 

the convention to be passionate throughout their lives as they faced the world. Lastly, 

Justin left with the message that “opportunities are taken, not given.” 

Following the morning session, Junior Civitans spent the day taking in all the amazing 

workshops offered. The workshops included club and district officer training, resources 

on recruitment, special needs programs, the benefits of community service, and more! 

These workshops truly encouraged all to BE THE CHANGE in our world! 

Friday evening was filled with amusement and excitement as we packed onto buses and 

headed to the Carowinds amusement park. After having a yummy Chick-fil-a dinner, we 

headed out for a night of thrills followed by a movie on the big screen. A special treat to 

top the night off was a late night pizza delivery to enjoy with the movie! 

Saturday morning shone brightly through our downtown windows and signaled it was 

time for the business portion of the convention. This session marked the election of 

the 2013-14 International Officers (The suspense was killer!). Shortly afterward came the 

annual Philanthropy Program, when the organization presents awards to those districts, 

clubs, and members that have proven to be exceptional over the past Junior Civitan year. 

Later in the evening, the final award ceremony was held, along with the installation of 

officers for the coming year. The Blake hotel provided a wonderful banquet-style meal, 

and everyone looked quite dapper. Here, the largest Junior Civitan International awards 

were given out, including District of the Year to NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT WEST and 

Club of the Year to the LANCASTER HIGH SCHOOL boys club. 

Saturday came to a bittersweet ending as we held our farewell dance that night. While 

we were all sad to leave our friends, we are all immensely excited to begin a new Junior 

Civitan year. Thank you again to North Carolina District West for hosting this past year’s 

convention, and I hope next year’s is just as great! 

BE the Change

2013 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
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BE the Change
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BEST IN SERVICE

HONOR CLUBS OF DISTINCTION

HONOR CLUBS

Alabama North
Greater Limestone County

Alabama-West Florida
Enterprise High School

Mississippi North
S.P.O.T.

North Carolina East
Cypress Creek 

North Carolina West
Davie Early College

North Davie
Rowan County Early College

South Carolina 
Lancaster High School (G)

Alabama North
Lawrence County

Sparkman

Appalachian
Clark Middle School

George Rogers Clark High School

Canadian East
Almonte

Cardinal 
George Washington

John Adams

New England
Simsbury High School

North Carolina West
Davie High

East Rowan High
Ellis Middle School

Hayesville Middle School
South Davie

Yellow Jackets

South Carolina
Dutch Fork

Irmo Civinettes
Lakewood

Lancaster High School (B)
Newberry Academy

Rock Hill

2013 Honor Clubs

2013 Honorees
COMPETITIVE AWARDS
Club
 1st  Lancaster High School (B), Lancaster, South Carolina
 2nd Lakewood, Sumter, South Carolina
 3rd  Lake Howell, Winter Park, Florida

District
 1st North Carolina West
 2nd South Carolina

Club President 
Miranda Jurilj, Nativic of Dundas, Dundas, Ontario

Club Officer
Brandy Kegeris, Rowan County Early College, Salisbury, North Carolina

District Officer 
Olani Borders, Enterprise High School, Enterprise, Alabama

District Chair
Richard Gay, South Carolina District

Advisor 
Crystal Krausz, Enterprise High School, Enterprise, Alabama 

Joint Project
 1st (Junior) Hawfields, Mebane, North Carolina 

(Senior) Hawfields, Mebane, North Carolina
 2nd (Junior) Lakewood, Sumter, South Carolina  

(Senior) Clarendon Manning, Manning, South Carolina
 3rd (Junior) Nativic of Dundas, Dundas, Ontario   

(Senior) Dundas District, Dundas, Ontario

Ongoing Campaign 
 1st Lancaster High School (B), Lancaster, South Carolina
 2nd Ernie Pyle Middle School, Albuquerque, New Mexico
 3rd Rowan County Early College, Salisbury, North Carolina

Environmental  Project
 1st Lancaster High School (B), Lancaster, South Carolina
 2nd Oak Grove High School, Hattiesburg, Mississippi
 3rd Lakewood, Sumter, South Carolina

Community Project
 1st Mooresville High School, Mooresville, North Carolina 
 2nd Lake Howell, Winter Park, Florida 
 3rd S.P.O.T., Tupelo, Mississippi

Campus Project
 1st Lakewood, Sumter, South Carolina
 2nd S.P.O.T., Tupelo, Mississippi
 3rd Greater Limestone County, Athens, Alabama

District Project
 1st Canadian District West
 2nd North Carolina District West 
3rd  Great Southwest District

Honor Keys
Male Junior Civitan of the Year  
Colton Crenshaw, Lancaster High School (B), Lancaster, South Carolina

Female Junior Civitan of the Year  
Jessica White, Davie High, Mocksville, North Carolina

Governor of the Year 
Rachel B. Hardin, North Carolina District East

Achievement
Distinguished Governor of Excellence
Trevon Townsend, Appalachian

Distinguished Governor
Rachel B. Hardin, North Carolina East 
Justin Kenley, North Carolina West

Honor District of Excellence
Appalachian

Honor District of Distinction
North Carolina East

Growth Awards
Most New Charters: North Carolina West 
Overall Increase: Georgia 
Percentage Increase:  Georgia

Largest Foundation Contributions
Club:
Overall: Lancaster High School (B)
Per Capita: Lancaster High School (B)
District:
Overall: North Carolina East
Per Capita: Canadian West

Colton Crenshaw
Male Junior Civitan of the Year

Rachel B. Hardin
Governor of the Year

Miranda Jurilj
Club President of the Year

Brandy Kegeris
Club Officer of the Year

Jessica White
Female Junior Civitan of the Year

Olani Borders
District Officer of the Year
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OUTDOING EVERYTHING

Enterprise High School (Alabama-West Florida) – 

joined together with three other clubs at their 

school and held a canned food “bowl.”  Each 

container for canned goods represented a college 

the students supported.  The food “bowl” between 

fans of Auburn University, University of Alabama 

and Troy University proved to be a great motivator 

to donate!  Students collected 2,000 canned good 

items and the principals each wore the winning 

team’s colors for a day. 

Laney High School (North Carolina East) – 

members volunteered at the New Hanover 

County Special Olympics.  As they do every year, 

the LHS Junior Civitans assisted with the track 

competitions, softball throw and many other events 

on the University of North Carolina campus.  Their 

sponsoring club, Wilmington, also joined them to 

support this wonderful event.

Chiles High School (Florida) – The club treated all 

members and guests to a pizza party and cake in 

celebration of a successful semester of fundraising.  

Representatives from the March of Dimes and 

Champions for Children attended the party to 

receive donation checks as a result of various 

fundraisers.  Members raised over $600 this year 

through activities including an on-campus movie 

night for Champions for Children and the March of 

Dimes’ local March for Babies.  

Oak Grove High School (Magnolia) – conducted 

several fundraising activities that resulted in total 

contributions of over $4,500 for organizations 

such as the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, the 

Arc of Southeast Mississippi, and Abbie Rogers 

Civitan Camp (a local summer camp for people 

with disabilities). The highlight of the year was the 

Warriors Take a Bow annual production! The club 

helped four special education classes with their 

adaptation of Peter Pan. Over 400 people attended 

two showings of the memorable performance! 

Club members made props, sets and costumes. 

They also acted as peer mentors on and off stage.

North Davie High School (North Carolina West) – 

took advantage of two nights of Open House at 

their middle school to recruit members. Running 

with this year’s theme of “Be the Change,” their 

booth was decked out with decorations and drew 

extra attention with a free raffle.  Many students 

and parents enjoyed trying to guess how much 

change was packed into a mason jar to win a bag 

full of back-to-school goodies.  

Oak Grove

EnterpriseNorth Davie

Laney
Chiles
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BEST IN SERVICE

2013-2014 International Officers

The 2013-2014 International President, Ankur Kumar, is going into his sixth year as a Junior Civitan. Ankur will be a senior this 

year at George Washington High School in his hometown of Charleston, West Virginia. He loves photography, lacrosse, and 

most of all – Junior Civitan! He got involved in seventh grade by joining the middle school club. The very next year, he was 

hooked and became the club’s president. He says, “Falling in love with Junior Civitan 

was easy, because I was always amazed by how much service we accomplished over 

the year. Whether it is time spent making cancer awareness bracelets or planting for a 

school garden, my time in Junior Civitan has been phenomenal.” 

This year, one of Ankur’s biggest goals is to update the face of Junior Civitan so that 

others can see this organization the same way we do. Ankur is excited to make this a 

terrific year for Junior Civitan!

 •Birthday: March 29

 •Age: 17

 •Grade: Senior

 •Born in Charleston, WV and lives there 
today

 •Has a small dog named Tiger

 •Has two brothers named Ansh and Arpan

 •Plays guitar and lacrosse and also referees 
soccer

 •Loves photography

 •Greatest goal for Junior Civitan – to launch 
a new website and update the “look” of 
Junior Civitan. 

FAST FACTS

Ankur Kumar
International President – Charleston, West Virginia 
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2013-2014 International Officers
Sean Blanton

International Vice President – Newberry, South Carolina
This year’s Vice President, Sean Blanton, is a senior at 
Newberry Academy in Newberry, South Carolina. This 
will be his sixth year in Junior Civitan. Along with his 
current role as International Vice President, he was 

most recently elected president of his home club. He is 
also the current Governor for the South Carolina District. 

Outside of Junior Civitan, he competes in basketball, cross 
country, swimming, baseball, and shooting for his school. He believes 

he can accomplish a lot this year with the help of his fellow Junior Civitans. He 
wants to increase membership in clubs, because he knows they are the foundation of 
our organization. Sean would also like to update the website so we can be more progressive 
in this world of change. He’s thankful to Junior Civitan for being able to be part of such a great and life 
changing organization.  

Jessica White
International Director  – Mocksville, North Carolina
Director Jessica White is a senior this year at Davie County High School. She lives with her 
two dogs and parents in Mocksville, North Carolina. This will be her seventh year as a Junior 
Civitan. She will not only serve as International Director, but also as club vice president 
and Governor for North Carolina District West. She has also served as Deputy Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, club president, and club public relations coordinator. Outside of 

Junior Civitan, Jessica enjoys coaching a soccer team of five-and six-year-olds and playing 
soccer for her high school. She is active in her church youth group and sings in the praise 

band. She also enjoys painting. Jessica is involved in other clubs, such as National Honor Society 
and student government, but says her true passion is Junior Civitan. As International Director, Jessica 

would like to see better communication at all levels of Civitan and a more active membership. She believes, 
“the more hands you have helping, the more you can accomplish!” 

Trevon Townsend
International Director – Winchester, Kentucky
A senior this year at George Rogers Clark High School in his hometown of Winchester, 
Kentucky, Trevon Townsend has been involved with Junior Civitan for the past six years. He 
began his Junior Civitan career at Clark Middle School, where he served as secretary, and 
has continued on at George Rogers Clark serving as president, vice president (twice), and 
secretary. Last year, he served as the Appalachian District governor, receiving the elite honor 

of Distinguished Governor of Excellence. He is proud to serve as governor again this year. 
Trevon is looking forward to working with fellow board members and Junior Civitans to make 

this a successful year! He believes with the participation of everyone working together we can 
build a stronger organization.  

Oshe Orifa
International Director – Mississauga, Ontario
Serving as our sole International Officer from Canada, Oshe Orifa is one of three sisters, 
triplets in fact, that call Mississauga, Ontario home.  A senior at Rick Hansen Secondary 
School, Oshe has only been a Junior Civitan for one year, but you’d never know it after seeing 
her passion for the organization and everything it stands for. She served as her district’s 
Public Relations Coordinator last year before deciding to run for International Office. She 

hopes to increase awareness in her community for Junior Civitan so more young people can 
be involved in the organization she’s grown to love. Outside of Junior Civitan, Oshe enjoys 

volunteering at church, working with Erin Oak Kids, and the Youth Action Council. She loves to 
read, watch movies and write. This year, she hopes the board will be able to help modernize Junior 

Civitan in order to successfully recruit today’s generation. 

Jo Ann O’Toole
Civitan Board Representative
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania

Lisa Abercrombie
Chairs Representative

Auburn, Alabama
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President’s Message

     Hello fellow Junior Civitans!

“Be the Change.” Wow! I could not be happier with our theme this year. I 
really believe that Junior Civitans live those words each and every day. I am 

beyond excited to kick off this fall with both new and old faces helping others throughout the Junior Civitan 
world and making that change a reality. The service we do is my favorite part of this organization, and I 
know that 2013-2014 will be a terrific year for service! 

The International Board has already had our very first meeting in Birmingham, and we’ve got quite a 
few goals to aid Junior Civitan in continuing to change the world. The board has already begun scouting 
designers to make our website “progressive in a world of change.” We hope that the ease of information 
will attract new members to Junior Civitan, and we hope it will aid existing members in quickly locating 
tools and information. 

Also, don’t forget that there are plenty of ways to get involved at the International level. If you are a 
district governor, Sno-Do is an awesome event coming up where you’ll meet the governors around the 
organization and participate in the annual governor’s update meeting! However, Dance-a-thon is open to 
ANY Junior Civitan, and I would love to see you there! If you are interested in attending, contact World 
Headquarters now, and they will send a fundraising packet to you.

I hope all of your endeavors are successful this year – good luck!

Yours in Civitan, 

 

Ankur Kumar

BEST IN SERVICE

New Clubs
Reported as of September 25, 2013

Appalachian – McMinn County High, sponsored by 
Nocatula, club builders: Sheila Idol MCB, Tammy Pearson 
MCB and Shannon Willis. 

California – Horizon Charter, sponsored by Live Oak Golf, 
club builders: Rebecca Bjorkman and Sandie Shapiro**.

Great Southwest – Helpful Heroes, sponsored by 
Farmington Noonday & Gateway City, club builders: Liza 
Gomez Akley and Latisha Furtado. 

North Carolina East – HANDS, sponsored by Hearts-N-
Hands, club builder: Velvet Leggette. 

North Carolina West – Knox Trojans, sponsored by Mocks-
ville, club builders: Amber Reinsvold and Lena Reinsvold**.

South Carolina – Buford HS, sponsored by Rock Hill, club 
builders: Brooke Self and Jennifer Mills.

HS=High School; JHS=Junior High School; SHS=Senior High School; MS=Middle School; 
B=Boys; G=Girls.
Note: One asterisk (*) indicates the club builder has built two clubs, two asterisks indicate 
three clubs and three asterisks indicate four clubs.  MCB indicates the club builder is a Master 
Club Builder who has built five or more clubs.

Board Meeting Highlights 
Following is a summary of activities during 

the August international board meeting.

•Approved minutes from June 2013 
meeting.

•Reviewed Collection Selection campaign.  
Motion approved to set goal at 20% of 
clubs reporting.

•Approved goal of $56,000 for 2014 Sno-Do.

•Dance-a-thon’s move to the United States 
is set for Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  
Motion approved to set the goal at 
$40,000 and a motion was approved to 
allow Dance-a-thon participants to set 
their own goals as long as it is over the 
minimum requirement.  

•Approved continuing Social Causes 
Awareness Campaign with teen 
depression and suicide prevention as 
main focus.

•Approved continuing Environmental 
Awareness Campaign with a goal set at 
15% of clubs reporting.

•Set the 2013-14 Creed Club goal at 300 
new members.

•2014 International Convention location 
was approved.  Our host property will 
be the Marriott Franklin Cool Springs 
in Franklin, Tennessee just outside of 
Nashville. The dates are June 14-17, 2014.

•Discussed updating the website to appeal 
to more Junior Civitans.  

•A goal of 25 new Junior Fellows was 
approved.

•A goal of building 26 new clubs was 
approved.

The Helpful Heroes Junior Civitan Club 
chartered on August 24 with 16 members. They enjoyed an 80’s 
themed breakfast celebration at the San Juan Medical Foundation. All 
16 charter members and their 
parents attended the ceremony. 
Great Southwest District 
Civitan Governor Bob Hurd and 
Kali Wilson, Great Southwest 
Junior Governor, initiated and 
installed the newly elected 
club officers. John Oliphant, 
Executive Director of the San 
Juan Medical Foundation, 
and Dr. Melania Yeats, gave 
memorable speeches to the 
enthusiastic new club.
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BEST IN SERVICE

ACT NOW

Junior Civitan International  
Convention heads to
  

Recruit! Recruit!
Fall is the ideal time of year to boost your 
club’s membership. A vinyl banner is 
available to highlight your club’s campaign. 
So recruit now! Don’t let Junior Civitan be 
the best kept secret around!

A Great Gift Idea
Making someone a Junior Fellow is a great 
way to honor them! It costs $300, and they 
will be presented with a stunning plaque and 
a memory that will last them a lifetime.

To top things off, Junior Fellows help fund 
the Shropshire Scholarship program, a 
Civitan academic scholarship open to 
Junior Civitan members. So act quickly and 
engrave someone’s name on a beautiful and 
memorable plaque forever!

We Wanna Know
Have you told International 
about your projects lately? Help 
us keep track of all that we’re 
doing as an organization by 
reporting your involvement in 
club, district, and international 
projects. Email Junior Civitan at 

juniorcivitan@civitan.org and start writing, 
or log onto www.juniorcivitan.org to find a 
variety of report forms under “Literature and 
Forms” in the “Member Resources” section. 

Don’t Forget Dues!
Dues need to be sent in by November 1. 
If you haven’t received your club’s dues 
reporting information, contact International 
by emailing juniorcivitan@civitan.org.

SNO-DO
Support our 
Civitan International 
Research Center, your 
district, and a longstanding Junior 
Civitan tradition by making a Sno-Do donation. 
Every little bit helps. Send your donations to: 
Civitan International Foundation, P.O. Box 130744, 
Birmingham, Alabama 35213. You can also donate 
via Paypal, at www.juniorcivitan.org/donate!

Scholarship  
Opportunities
Selected Junior Civitans are honored via 

the Shropshire Scholarship. The deadline to apply 
is January 31. The new application is online now.  
The quickest way to get an application is to  
go to www.juniorcivitan.org/scholarships.

$

?

Start making plans NOW to be a part of the 2014 Junior Civitan International Convention as we head to Nashville and the Marriott Resort 
in Franklin Cool Springs. We’re changing the schedule slightly this year, with convention starting on Saturday and ending on Tuesday. But 
don’t worry—advisors and chaperones, you’ll still only be away for two work days. The convention schedule will run the same as it always 
has, with check-in on Saturday and check-out on Tuesday. 

The Marriott property is located in Franklin approximately 20 miles south of downtown Nashville, easily accessible 
by Interstate 65. Located in the heart of Middle Tennessee, it’s a scenic and cultural treasure of beautiful rolling 
countryside’s dotted with quaint small towns, metropolitan landscapes and a rich heritage of traditions. 

Over the years they’ve crafted a unique and fascinating experience for visitors. They have proudly 
combined and carefully preserved history with the latest in modern delights, and set 
themselves apart with remarkable hospitality - a winning combination!

Want shopping? There’s a mall, Main Street, antiques and so much MORE shopping 
throughout Franklin and Williamson County! Whether you’re antiquing or 
trend-setting, you’ll find the shopping is divine.

Hungry? With over 400 restaurants to choose from, 
Williamson County offers everything from traditional 
Southern favorites to the finest in elegant cuisine. 

Whatever you’re looking for, Nashville and 
Franklin are sure to deliver. This is one weekend 

we promise you don’t want to miss! 

Music City
June 14-17, 2014!

                  For more information on  
           the  city and its local attractions
         visit www.visitwilliamson.com. 

        Also, check the convention website    
     at www.juniorcivitan.org/convention 
      for the latest updates. 
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Service, Leadership, Fun
so many amazing opportunities to share!

Junior Civitan empowers nearly 12,000 middle school 
and high school aged students to lead and serve across 
the globe. Providing thousands of service hours every 
year to local communities, Junior Civitan members seek 
to meet the needs of our world and promote progress in a 
world of change. Don’t you want to share an opportunity 
like that with everyone? 

Scan this QR code 
for quick access to 
the Junior Civitan 

website!

Be the Change


