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Some unknown facts about the BRO

Headed by a Lieutenant General from the Army’s Corps of Engineers 
(currently Lt Gen Harpal Singh), the BRO comprises around 1,250 

officers, 32,000 men and upward of 70,000 labour force. 

BRO runs 18 projects bearing exotic names like Arunank, Brahmank, 
Chetak, Himank, Pushpak, Sampark, Udayak, Vartak and Vijayak.

The BRO is responsible for the construction and maintenance of 
60,000 km of roads, 734 bridges, 19 airfields and several tunnels 

through some of the most inhospitable areas, stretching from Ladakh 
to Mizoram.



Financial Push for BRO

According to the ministry, the annual budget of the BRO ranged from 
₹3,300 crore to ₹4,600 crore during 2008 to 2016. 

However, the allocation was hiked to ₹8,050 crore in 2019-2020.

The budget for the BRO for 2020-2021 is likely to be ₹11,800 crore, the 
ministry said, adding the higher allocation will expedite the 

construction of strategic roads, bridges and tunnels along our northern 
borders.





World's Longest Highway Tunnel

The 9.02 km long tunnel connects Manali to Lahaul-Spiti valley 
throughout the year.

It reduces the road distance by 46 km between Manali and Leh and the 
time by about four to five hours.

Atal Tunnel has been designed for traffic density of 3000 cars per day 
and 1,500 trucks per day with max speed of 80 km/hr.



Union defence minister Rajnath Singh laid the foundation stone of the 
Nechiphu Tunnel on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) road in West 

Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.

The 450m-long tunnel, which will bypass the existing road, will be D-
shaped and comprise two lanes of 3.5m width each.









Made under the Project Sampark of the BRO.

Four bridges were constructed on the Akhnoor-Pallanwala road in 
Akhnoor (Jammu District), while two bridges were built on the Tarnah

Nallah in Kathua district.





It is a 484m bridge constructed over river RAVI under Project Chetak.

The earlier connectivity solution was only temporary and led to the 
fertile lands being left uncultivated during monsoon times.

Earlier, the Kasowal enclave in Punjab was connected only by a 
pontoon bridge.



It is called the Barsi Bridge. 

The bridge, spanning 360 m.

Barsi Bridge runs over Bhaga river at Darcha and is the second longest 
bridge in the country; the first one being Col Chewang Rinchen Setu

on Shyok river.









The 44 bridges inaugurated are located in seven States and Union 
territories.

These bridges will be highly beneficial for military and civil transport in 
north-eastern, western and northern parts of the country.



Defence ministry data showed the BRO is working on the construction 
of 102 major permanent bridges, measuring 7,500 metres, in the 

border areas of the country in this financial year. 

Of the 102, 54 bridges have already been completed, while the 
remaining 48 will be completed in this fiscal year.



Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has 
decided to allowed Srinagar-Zoji La-Kargil

Leh axis to be closed only for 45 days 
from past average 95 days due to snow 

this year.
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BRO’s Subtle Sense Of Humour

Driving along its dangerous border roads, travellers 
cannot help but smile reading the trademark yellow 

signages with curious advisories like ‘Don’t be a Gama 
in the Land of the Lama’, ‘After Whisky Driving Risky’, 

‘Be Gentle on my Curves’, ‘It is not a Race or Rally, Enjoy 
the Valley’, ‘Peep Peep Don’t Sleep’ and ‘Hurry Burry 

Spoils the Curry’!
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