


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 On January 19, 2020, the National Immunization Day 

(NID) was observed all over India as a part of Pulse 
Polio Programme, 2020.  

 Around 17.4 crore children of age less than 5 hears 
were administered polio drops to sustain polio 
eradication in India. 



Highlights 
 India has eradicated polio completely in 2012.   

 In order to sustain the eradication, GoI organizes Pulse 
Polio immunization campaigns on the standards set by 
World Health Organization (WHO).  

 The next round of National Immunization Day is to be 
held in March 10. 



National Immunization Day 
 The National Immunization Day are one of the four 

strategies that are recommended by the WHO to 
eradicate polio completely.  

 According to WHO, the NID has to be conducted 
twice a year at a gap of 2 to 4 weeks. 



Pulse Polio Immunization 
Programme 
 With the global initiative of eradication of polio in 

1988 following the World Health Assembly resolution 
in 1988, Pulse Polio Immunization programme was 
launched in India in the financial year 1994-95. 

 It was started with an objective of achieving hundred 
percent coverage under Oral Polio Vaccine. 



STATUS 
 Children in the age group of 0-5 years are administered 

polio drops during national and sub-national 
immunization rounds (in high risk areas) every year. 

 WHO on 24th February 2012 removed India from the 
list of countries with active endemic wild poliovirus 
transmission and in 2014, India was declared Polio 
free. 

 As a risk mitigation measure, the country has also 
introduced Inactivated Polio Vaccine across the 
country in all states. 

 



What are IPV and OPV? 
 Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV) 
  Taken orally as drops 
  Easily administered and does not 
 require a trained health worker 
  Main preventive measure against polio 
 Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) 
  Given through injection 
  Requires a trained health worker 
  In countries still using OPV, it is given in 
 addition to OPV 
  Strengthens the immune system and 
 provides further protection from polio 



 IPV is recommended in addition to the oral vaccine. 

 IPV does not replace the oral vaccine. 



Universal Immunization 
Programme(UIP) 
 The Universal Immunization Program in India seeks to 

provide the complete series of primary vaccination with 
OPV, DPT, BCG before reaching the age of one year. 

 India's Universal Immunisation Programme (U.I.P.) is one 
of the largest in the world in terms of quantities of vaccine 
used, the number of beneficiaries, the number of 
Immunisation session organised, the geographical spread 
and diversity of areas covered. 

 Under UIP, the government launched ‘Mission Indra 
Dhanush’ to make immunization a public health priority, 
in December 2014.  



IMMUNIZATION 
 Immunization is the process whereby a person is made 

immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typically 
by the administration of a vaccine.  

 Vaccines are substances that stimulate the body’s own 
immune system to protect the person against 
subsequent infection or disease. 



The Vaccination Schedule under 
the UIP 
 1.BCG (Bacillus Calmette Guerin)  

 2. DPT (Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus Toxoid)  

 3. OPV (Oral Polio Vaccine)  

 4. Hepatitis  B vaccine  

 5. Measles  

 6. TT (Tetanus Toxoid 

 7. TT – for pregnant woman two doses or one dose if 

previously vaccinated within 3 Year 

 



 In addition, four new vaccines are being introduced as 
part of UIP including 

 

 Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV),  

 

 Rotavirus vaccine,  

 

 Measles, Rubella (MR) vaccine, and  

 

  Adult Japanese Encephalitis (JE) vaccine. 



Mission Indradhanush 
 The aim is to fully immunize more than 89 lakh children 

who are either unvaccinated or partially vaccinated under 
UIP. 

 It targets children under 2 years of age and pregnant 
women for immunization. 

 It provides vaccination against 12 Vaccine-Preventable 
Diseases (VPD) i.e. diphtheria, Whooping cough, tetanus, 
polio, tuberculosis, hepatitis B, meningitis and pneumonia, 
Hemophilus influenza type B infections, Japanese 
encephalitis (JE), rotavirus vaccine, pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine (PCV) and measles-rubella (MR). 



Intensified Mission Indradhanush 
 The Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) was 

launched by the Government of India in 2017 to reach 
each and every child under two years of age and all 
those pregnant women who have been left uncovered 
under the routine immunisation programme. 

 Under IMI, greater focus has been given on urban 
areas which was one of the gaps of Mission 
Indradhanush. 




