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Fifth Sunday after Easter
May 22nd 2022

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by 

Dom Guéranger:

In the Greek Church, the fifth Sunday after Eas-

ter is called the Sunday of the Man born blind, 

because her Gospel for the day contains the 

history of that miracle of our divine Lord. She 

also calls it Episozomene, which is one of the 

names given by the Greeks to the mystery of 

the Ascension, the Feast of which is kept, with 

them, as with us, during the course of this week.

Collect

O God, from whom all that is good proceeds, 

grant that thy people, by thy inspiration, may 

resolve on what is right, and by thy direction, 

put it in practice. Through, &c.

Epistle (James 1 : 22 – 27)

Dearly beloved: Be ye doers of the word, and 

not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

For if a man be a hearer of the word, and not a 

doer, he shall be compared to a man beholding 

his own countenance in a glass. For he beheld himself, and went his way, and presently forgot what 

manner of man he was. But he that hath looked into the perfect law of liberty, and hath continued therein, 

not becoming a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; this man shall be blessed in his deed. And if any 

man think himself to be religious, not bridling his tongue, but deceiving his own heart, this man’s religion 

is vain. Religion clean and undefiled before God and the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and wid-

ows in their tribulation: and to keep one’s self unspotted from this world.

Commentary

The holy Apostle, who instructions these are, had received them from our Risen Jesus: hence the au-

thoritative tone wherewith he speaks. Our Savior, as we have already seen, honored him with a special 

visit: it proves that he was particularly dear to his divine Master, to whom he was related by the tie of 

consanguinity on his Mother’s side whose name was Mary. This holy woman went, on Easter morn-

ing, to the Sepulcher, in company with her sister, Salome, and Magdalene. St. James the Less is indeed 

the Apostle of Paschal Time, wherein everything speaks to us of the New Life we should lead with our 

Risen Lord. He is the apostle of good works, for it is from him that we have received this fundamental 

maxim of Christianity—that though Faith be the first essential of a Christian, yet without works, it is a 

dead Faith, and will not save us.

He also lays great stress on our being attentive to the truths we have been taught, and on our guarding 

against that culpable forgetfulness, which plays such havoc with thoughtless souls. Many of those who 

have, this year, received the grace of the Easter mystery, will not persevere; and the reason is that they 

will allow the world to take up all their time and thoughts, whereas they should use the world as though 



3

they did not use it. Let us never forget that we must now walk in newness of life, in imitation of our 

Risen Jesus, who dieth now no more.

The two Alleluia-Versicles celebrate the glory of the Resurrection; but they also contain an allusion to 

the approaching Ascension. Jesus was born eternally from the Father; he came down to us; but now, in a 

few days, he is to return to his Father.

Alleluia, alleluia.

%. Christ is risen, and hath shone upon us, whom he redeemed with his blood.  Alleluia

%. I came forth from the Father, and I came into the world; I leave the world again, and go to the Father, 

alleluia.

Gospel (John 16 : 5 – 14)

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: Amen, amen I say to you: if you ask the Father any thing in my 

name, he will give it you. Hitherto you have not asked any thing in my name. Ask, and you shall receive; 

that your joy may be full. These things I have spoken to you in proverbs. The hour cometh, when I will 

no more speak to you in proverbs, but will shew you plainly of the Father. In that day you shall ask in 

my name; and I say not to you, that I will ask the Father for you: For the Father himself loveth you, be-

cause you have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and 

am come into the world: again I leave the world, and I go to the Father. His disciples say to him: Behold, 

now thou speakest plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now we know that thou knowest all things, and 

thou needest not that any man should ask thee. By this we believe that thou camest forth from God.

Commentary

When, at his Last Supper, our Savior thus warned his Apostles of his having soon to leave then, they 

were far from knowing him thoroughly. True, they knew that he came forth from God; but their faith was 

weak, and they soon lost it. Now that they are enjoying his company after his Resurrection—now that 

they have received such light from his instructions—they know him better. He no longer speaks to them 

in proverbs; he teaches them everything they required to know in order to their becoming the teachers 

of the whole world. It is now they might truly say to him: We believe that thou camest forth from God! 

So much the more, then, do they understand that they are going to lose by his leaving them.

Our Lord begins now to reap the fruit of the word he has sown in their hearts: oh! how patiently has 

he not waited for it! If he praised them for their faith, when they were with him on the night of the Last 

Supper; he may surely do so now that they have seen him in the splendor of his Resurrection, and have 

been receiving such teaching from his lips. He said to them, at the Last Supper: The Father loveth you, 

because ye have loved Me;—how much more must not the Father love them now, when their love for 

Jesus is so much increased? Let us be consoled by these words. Before Easter, our love of Jesus was 

weak, and we were tepid in his service; but now that we have been enlightened and nourished by his 

Mysteries, we may well hope that the Father loves us, for we love Jesus better, far better, than we did 

before. This dear Redeemer urges us to ask the Father, in his name, for everything we need. Our first 

want is perseverance in the spirit of Eastertide; let it be our most earnest prayer; let it be our intention 

now that we are assisting at the holy Sacrifice, which is soon to bring Jesus upon our Altar.

Fifth Sunday after Easter
May 22nd 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

It seems strange that there should be anything like mourn-

ing during Paschal Time: and yet these three days are days of 

penance. A moment’s reflection, however, will show us that 

the institution of the Rogation Days is a most appropriate one. 

True, our Savior told us, before his Passion, that the children of 

the Bridegroom should not fast whilst the Bridegroom is with 

them: but is not sadness in keeping with these the last hours of 

Jesus’ presence on earth? Were not his Mother and Disciples op-

pressed with grief at the thought of their having so soon to lose 

Him, whose company had been to them a foretaste of heaven?

Let us see how the Liturgical Year came to have inserted in its 

Calendar these three days, during which Holy Church, though 

radiant with the joy of Easter, seems to go back to her Lent-

en observances. The Holy Ghost, who guides her in all things, 

willed that this completion of her Paschal Liturgy should owe 

its origin to a devotion peculiar to one of the most illustrious 

and venerable Churches of southern Gaul: it was the Church of 

Vienne.

The second half of the 5th century had but just commenced, 

when the country round Vienne, which had been recently con-

quered by the Burgundians, was visited with calamities of every 

kind. The people were struck with fear at these indications of 

God’s anger. St. Mamertus, who, at the time, was Bishop of 

Vienne, prescribed three days’ public expiation, during which the 

Faithful were to devote themselves to penance, and walk in pro-

cession chanting appropriate Psalms. The three days preceding 

the Ascension were the ones chosen. Unknown to himself, the 

holy Bishop was thus instituting a practice, which was after-

wards to form part of the Liturgy of the universal Church.

The Churches of Gaul, as might naturally be expected, were the first to adopt the devotion. St. Alcimus 

Avitus, who was one of the earliest successors of St. Mamertus in the See of Vienne, informs us that 

the custom of keeping the Rogation Days was, at that time, firmly established in his Diocese. St. Cæsar-

ius of Arles, who lived in the early part of the 6th century, speaks of their being observed in countries 

afar off; by which he meant, at the very least, to designate all that portion of Gaul which was under the 

Visigoths. That the whole of Gaul soon adopted the custom, is evident from the Canons drawn up at 

the first Council of Orleans, held in 511, and which represented all the Provinces that were in allegiance to 

Clovis. The regulations, made by the Council regarding the Rogations, give us a great idea of the impor-

tance attached to their observance. Not only abstinence from flesh-meat, but even fasting, is made of 

obligation. Masters are also required to dispense their servants from work, in order that they may as-

sist at the long functions which fill up almost the whole of these three days. In 567, the Council of Tours, 

likewise, imposed the precept of fasting during the Rogation Days, and as to the obligation of resting 

from servile work, we find it recognised in the Capitularia of Charlemagne and Charles the Bald.

Lesser Rogations
May 23rd 2022
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The main part of the Rogation rite originally consisted (at least in Gaul), in singing canticles of supplica-

tion whilst passing from place to place,—and hence the word Procession. We learn from St. Cæsarius of 

Arles, that each day’s Procession lasted six hours; and that when the Clergy became tired, the women 

took up the chanting. The Faithful of those days had not made the discovery, which was reserved for 

modern times, that one requisite for religious Processions is that they be as short as possible.

The Procession for the Rogation Days was preceded by the Faithful receiving the Ashes upon their 

heads, as now at the beginning of Lent; they were then sprinkled with Holy Water, and the Procession 

began. It was made up of the Clergy and people of several of the smaller parishes, who were headed by 

the Cross of the principal Church, which conducted the whole ceremony. All walked bare-foot, singing 

the Litany, Psalms and Antiphons. They entered the Churches that lay on their route, and sang an Anti-

phon or Responsory appropriate to each.

Such was the original ceremony of the Rogation Days, and it was thus observed for a very long period. 

The Monk of St. Gaul’s, who has left us so many interesting details regarding the life of Charlemagne, 

tells us that this holy Emperor used to join the Processions of these three Days, and walk bare-footed 

from his palace to the Stational Church. We find St. Elizabeth of Hungary, in the 14th century, setting the 

like example: during the Rogation Days, she used to mingle with the poorest women of the place, and 

walked bare-footed, wearing a dress of coarse stuff. St. Charles Borromeo, who restored in his Diocese 

of Milan so many ancient practices of piety, was sure not to be indifferent about the Rogation Days. 

He spared neither word nor example to reanimate this salutary devotion among his people. He ordered 

fasting to be observed during these three Days; he fasted himself on bread and water. The Procession, 

in which all the Clergy of the City were obliged to join, and which began after the sprinkling of Ashes, 

started from the Cathedral at an early hour in the morning, and was not over till three or four o’clock in 

the afternoon. Thirteen Churches were visited on the Monday; nine, on the Tuesday; and eleven, on the 

Wednesday. The saintly Archbishop celebrated Mass and preached in one of these Churches.

If we compare the indifference shown by the Catholics of the present age, for the Rogation Days, with 

the devotion wherewith our ancestors kept them, we cannot but acknowledge that there is a great falling 

off in faith and piety. Knowing, as we do, the importance attached to these Processions by the Church, 

we cannot help wondering how it is that there are so few among the Faithful who assist at them. Our 

surprise increases when we find persons preferring their own private devotions to these public Prayers 

of the Church, which to say nothing of the result of good example, merit far greater graces than any exer-

cises of our own fancying.

The whole Western Church soon adopted the Rogation Days. They were introduced into England at an 

early period; so, likewise, into Spain, and Germany. Rome herself sanctioned them by her own observ-

ing them; this she did in the 8th century, during the Pontificate of St. Leo the Third. She gave them the 

name of the Lesser Litanies, in contradistinction to the Procession of the 25th of April, which she calls 

the Greater Litanies. With regard to the Fast which the Churches of Gaul observed during the Rogation 

Days, Rome did not adopt that part of the institution. Fasting seemed to her to throw a gloom over the 

joyous forty days, which our Risen Jesus grants to his Disciples; she therefore enjoined only abstinence 

from flesh-meat during the Rogation Days. The Church of Milan, which, as we have just seen, so strictly 

observes the Rogations, keeps them on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday after the Sunday within 

the Octave of the Ascension, that is to say, after the forty days devoted to the celebration of the Resur-

rection.

If, then, we would have a correct idea of the Rogation Days, we must consider them as Rome does,—that 

Lesser Rogations
May 23rd 2022
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is, as a holy institution which, without interrupting our Paschal 

joy, tempers it. The purple vestments used during the Proces-

sion and Mass do not signify that our Jesus has fled from us, but 

that the time for his departure is approaching. By prescribing 

Abstinence for these three days, the Church would express how 

much she will feel the loss of her Spouse, who is so soon to be 

taken from her.

In England, as in many other countries, abstinence is no longer 

of obligation for the Rogation Days. This should be an addi-

tional motive to induce the Faithful to assist at the Processions 

and Litanies, and, by their fervently uniting in the prayers of the 

Church, to make some compensation for the abolition of the law 

of Abstinence. We need so much penance, and we take so little! 

If we are truly in earnest, we shall be most fervent in doing the 

little that is left us to do.

The object of the Rogation Days is to appease the anger of God, 

and avert the chastisements which the sins of the world so 

justly deserve; moreover, to draw down the divine blessing on 

the fruits of the earth. The Litany of the Saints is sung during the 

Procession, which is followed by a special Mass said in the Sta-

tional Church, or, if there be no Station appointed, in the Church 

whence the Procession first started.

The Litany of the Saints is one of the most efficacious of 

prayers. The Church makes use of it on all solemn occasions, as 

a means for rendering God propitious through the intercession 

of the whole court of heaven. They who are prevented from 

assisting at the Procession, should recite the Litany in union 

with holy Church: they will thus share in the graces attached to 

the Rogation Days; they will be joining in the supplications now 

being made throughout the entire world; they will be proving 

themselves to be Catholics.

The Mass of the Rogations, which is the same for all three days, speaks to us, throughout, of the pow-

er and necessity of prayer. The Church uses the Lenten color, to express the expiatory character of the 

function she is celebrating: but she is evidently full of confidence; she trusts to the love of her Risen 

Jesus, and that gives her hope of her prayers being granted.

Lesser Rogations
May 23rd 2022
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Today, again, the great Litany, the Supplication, is heard in the 

House of the Lord: the solemn Procession re-appears in the 

streets of the city, and in the quiet lanes of the country. Let us 

take our share in this sacred rite; let us blend our voice with that 

of our Mother, and join the cry that pierces the clouds: Kyrie 

eleison! Lord have mercy on us! Let us think, for a moment, of the 

countless sins that are being committed, day and night; and let 

us sue for mercy. In the days of Noe, all flesh had corrupted its 

way; but men thought not of asking for mercy. The flood came, 

and destroyed them all, says our Savior. Had they prayed, had 

they begged God’s pardon, the hand of his justice would have 

been stayed, and the flood-gates of heaven would not have been 

opened. The day is to come, when, not water, as heretofore, but 

fire is suddenly to be enkindled by the Divine wrath, and is to 

burn the whole earth. It shall burn even the foundations of the 

mountains; it shall devour sinners, who will be resting then, as 

they were in the days of Noe, in a false security.

Persecuted by her enemies, decimated by the martyrdom of 

her children, afflicted by numerous apostasies from the faith, 

and deprived of every human aid, the Church will know that 

the terrible chastisement is at hand, for Prayer will then be as 

rare as Faith. Let us, therefore, pray; that thus the day of wrath 

may be put off, the Christian life regain something of its ancient 

vigor, and the end of the world not be in our times. There are 

even yet Catholics in every part of the world; but their number 

has visibly decreased. Heresy is now in possession of whole 

countries, that were once faithful to the Church. In others, where 

heresy has not triumphed, religious indifference has left the 

majority of men with nothing of Catholicity but the name, seeing 

that they neglect even their most essential obligations without 

remorse. Among many of those who fulfil the precepts of the 

Church, truths are diminished. The old honesty of Faith has been 

superseded by loose ideas and half-formed convictions. A man 

is popular in proportion to the concessions he makes in favor of principles condemned by the Church. 

The sentiments and actions of the Saints, the conduct and teaching of the Church, are taxed with exag-

geration, and decried as being unsuited to the period. The search after comforts has become a serious 

study; the thirst for earthly goods is a noble passion; independence is an idol to which everything must 

be sacrificed; submission is a humiliation which must be got rid of, or, where that cannot be, it must not 

be publicly avowed. Finally, there is sensualism, which, like an impure atmosphere, so impregnates every 

class of society, that one would suppose there was a league formed to abolish the Cross of Christ from 

the minds of men.

What miseries must not follow from this systematic setting aside the conditions imposed by God 

upon his creatures? If the Gospel be the word of Infinite Truth, how can men oppose it, without draw-

ing down upon themselves the severest chastisements? Would that these chastisements might work 

the salvation of them that have provoked them!—Let us humble ourselves before the sovereign holiness 

of our God, and confess our guilt. The sins of men are increasing both in number and in enormity. The 

picture we have just drawn is sad enough; what would it not be, had we added such abominations as 

Lesser Rogations
May 24th 2022
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these, which we purposely excluded:—downright impiety; corrupt doctrines, which are being actively 

propagated throughout the world; dealings with Satan, which threaten to degrade our age to the level of 

pagan times; the conspiracy organized against order, justice, and Religion, by Secret Societies? Oh! let 

us unite our prayer with that of holy Church, and say to our God: From thy wrath,—deliver us, O Lord!

The Rogation Days were instituted for another end besides this of averting the Divine anger. We must 

beg our Heavenly Father to bless the fruits of the earth; we must beseech him, with all the earnestness 

of public prayer, to give us our daily bread. The eyes of all, says the Psalmist, hope in thee, O Lord! 

and thou givest them food in due season. Thou openest thy hand, and fillest with blessing every liv-

ing creature. In accordance with the consoling doctrine conveyed by these words, the Church prays to 

God, that he would, this year, give to all living creatures on earth the food they stand in need of. She 

acknowledges that we are not worthy of the favor, for we are sinners: let us unite with her in this hum-

ble confession; but, at the same time, let us join her in beseeching our Lord to make mercy triumph over 

justice. How easily could he not frustrate the self-conceited hopes, and the clever systems of men! They 

own that all depends on the weather; and on whom does that depend? They cannot do without God! 

True,—they seldom speak of him, and he permits himself to be forgotten by them; but he neither sleepeth 

nor slumbereth, that keepeth Israel. He has but to withhold his blessing, and all their progress in agricul-

tural science, whereby they boast to have made famine an impossibility, is of no effect. Some unknown 

disease comes upon a vegetable; it causes distress among the people, and endangers the social order of 

a world that has secularized itself from the Christian Law, and would at once perish, but for the mercy 

of the God it affects to ignore.

If, then, our Heavenly Father deign, this year, to bless the fruits of the earth, we may say, in all truth, that 

he gives food to them that forget and blaspheme him, as well as to them that make him the great object 

of their thoughts and service. Men of no religion will profit of the blessing, but they will not acknowledge 

it to be His; they will proclaim louder than ever, that Nature’s laws are now so well regulated by mod-

ern science, that she cannot help going on well! God will be silent, and feed the men that thus insult him. 

But why does he not speak? Why does he not make his wrath be felt? Because his Church has prayed; 

because he has found the ten just men, that is, the few for whose sake he mercifully consents to spare 

the world. He therefore permits these learned Economists, whom he could so easily stultify, to go on 

talking and writing. Thanks to this his patience, some of them will grow tired of their impious absurdity; 

an unexpected circumstance will open their eyes to the truth, and they will, one day, join us both in faith 

and prayer. Others will go deeper and deeper into blasphemy; they will go on to the last, defying God’s 

justice, and fulfilling in themselves that terrible saying of holy Scripture: The Lord hath made all things 

for himself; the wicked also for the evil day.

As to us,—who glory in the simplicity of our Faith, who acknowledge that we have all from God and 

nothing from ourselves, who confess that we are sinners and undeserving of his gifts,—we will ask him, 

during these three days, to give us the food we require; we will say to him, with holy Church: That thou 

vouchsafe to give and preserve the fruits of the earth: We beseech thee, hear us! May he have pity on us 

in our necessities! Next year, we will return to him, with the same earnest request. We will march, under 

the standard of the Cross, through the same roads, making the air resound with the same Litanies. We 

will do this with all the greater confidence, at the thought that our holy Mother is marshalling her chil-

dren in every part of Christendom, in this solemn and suppliant Procession. We will endeavor, by the 

fervor of our prayer, to make amends for the indifference and ignorance which are combining to do away 

with old Catholic customs, which our forefathers prized and loved.

Lesser Rogations
May 24th 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

For the third time, holy Church marshals her children in pro-

cession, and makes a solemn appeal to the divine mercy. Let us 

follow her sacred standard, and join her in invoking the interces-

sion of the Saints. The Litany, in which we pray to all the choirs 

of the heavenly Jerusalem, is both a magnificent and a powerful 

prayer: it is the Church Triumphant uniting with the Church Mili-

tant in praying for the salvation of the world.

O Mary! Mother of God, Virgin of virgins, miracle of divine 

power, exercise, in our favor, thy maternal mediation with Him, 

who, through God, is thy Son!

Michael, the invincible, Gabriel, welcome messenger of our sal-

vation, Raphael, affectionate physician of them that are suffering; 

Angels and Archangels, who watch over us, and cooperate in the 

work of our salvation; all ye choirs of blessed Spirits, who are 

waiting for your ranks to be filled up by the elect of earth;—inter-

cede for your brethren, your clients!

John the Baptist, Precursor of the Lamb of God; Joseph, Spouse 

of Mary Immaculate, and foster-father of the Son of God; Patri-

archs, the glorious forefathers of the human race, and ancestors 

of the Messias; Prophets, who foretold his coming, and de-

scribed the events of his life, that so the earth might recognize 

him as the promised Redeemer; remember us who are living in 

this exile, through which you also passed!

Peter, universal Pastor, that holdest the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; Paul, Apostle of the Gentiles, armed with the sword of 

the word, and immolated by the sword of Martyrdom; Andrew, 

crucified like thy Master; James the Greater, son of thunder, founder of the “Catholic Kingdom;” John, the 

Beloved Disciple, the adopted son and guardian of Mary, Evangelist and Prophet; Thomas, Apostle of 

the Indies, pierced to death by a spear; James the Less, surnamed “the Brother of the Lord;” Philip, who 

didst preach the Gospel to the Scythians, and wast crucified at Hierapolis; Bartholomew, the teacher 

and martyr of Armenia; Matthew, the Evangelist, who didst carry the faith into the scorching regions of 

Ethiopia; Simon, by whose zeal Mesopotamia was led to the knowledge of Christ; Thaddeus, the coura-

geous destroyer of the idols of Egypt; Matthias, chosen to fill up the place of the Traitor Judas, and well 

worthy of the honor; Barnabas, Paul’s companion, and the light of the isle of Cyprus; Luke, disciple of the 

Apostle of the Gentiles, and historian of the Incarnate Word; Mark, disciple of Peter, under whose direc-

tion thou wrotest the Gospel of salvation;—we devoutly honor you as our Fathers in the Faith; pray for 

and with us!

Disciples of our Lord, who, though not raised to the rank of Apostles, were chosen by him to be their 

fellow-laborers, and who, on the Day of Pentecost, were filled with the Holy Ghost; dear Innocents of 

Bethlehem, first-fruits of the Martyrs;—deign to join us in our supplications!

Lesser Rogations
May 25th 2022
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Stephen the Crowned, Laurence the brave and cheerful winner of immortal laurels, Vincent the Victori-

ous,—the glorious triumvirate of Deacons; Fabian, Pontiff designated by a dove sent from heaven; Se-

bastian, dauntless soldier of holy Church; John and Paul, Cosmas and Damian, Gervasius and Protasius, 

Brothers by nature and martyrdom; oh! all ye holy Martyrs, protect us under the shadow of your palms!

Sylvester, Pontiff of Peace; Gregory, Vicar both of the meekness and authority of Christ; Ambrose, 

whose eloquence was sweet as honey, and whose courage was as that of a lion; Augustine, Doctor of 

Doctors and apostle of divine charity; Jerome, inspired interpreter of the Scriptures; Martin, Thauma-

turgus of the West, and Nicholas, wonder-worker in the East; holy Pontiffs, holy Doctors of the Church, 

lead back to Christ all his sheep that are gone astray!

Antony, the glory of the desert, and the conqueror of Satan; Benedict, the Abraham of the New Testa-

ment, whose children are countless as the stars of heaven; Bernard, pillar of the Church, and favorite of 

the Mother of God; Dominic, Preacher of divine truth, and scourge of heresy; Francis, friend and spouse 

of poverty, crucified together with Christ;—we honor you all; enkindle within our souls the desire of 

Christian perfection!

Priests of the Lord; holy Monks, and Hermits, and Confessors;—pray for us who implore your aid!

Mary Magdalene, once a sinner, but afterwards a Saint; whose devotedness to Jesus was so generous 

and fervent; obtain for us that compunction of heart, which makes amends for sin by love!

Agatha and Lucy, beautiful flowers of fair Sicily; Agnes, who followest the Lamb whithersoever he 

goeth; Cecily, wreathed with thy roses and lilies, and queen of sweet melody; Catharine, the wise virgin 

that confoundest the false wisdom of philosophers; Anastasia, the valiant woman that didst triumph 

over the trials of life and the severity of tortures; oh! all ye holy Virgins, Spouses of Jesus, look with 

compassion on us who are dwelling in this land of exile!

All ye holy men and women, Saints of God, who now reign of heaven above, think of us your brethren, 

who mourn in this vale of tears. We, too, are created for eternal happiness; and yet the vanities of time 

engross our thoughts and affections. Make intercession for us, that, henceforth, we may walk worthy of 

God, who hath called us unto his kingdom and glory!

The Litany is finished; and, for the third time, the Holy Sacrifice is about to work reconciliation between 

our God, and us his guilty children. Let us hope that he will make this a year of peace and plenty; and 

next year, when the Church invites us to join her in this public supplication for pardon, may the number 

of those who respond to her call, be such as to merit an increase of every blessing!

Let us assist at the Mass with a deep conviction of our own insufficiency to make atonement for our 

sins, and yet with a firm confidence in the infinite merits of the Paschal Lamb, our Risen Jesus.

The Mass is given at Rogation Monday. Let us assist at is with a deep conviction of our own insuffi-

ciency to make atonement for our sins, and yet with a firm confidence in the infinite merits of the Paschal 

Lamb, our Risen Jesus.

Lesser Rogations
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The sun of the fortieth day has risen in all his splendor. The 

earth, which shook with gladness at the Birth of our Emmanu-

el, now thrills with a strange emotion. The divine series of the 

mysteries of the Man-God is about to close. Heaven has caught 

up the joy of earth. The Angelic Choirs are preparing to receive 

their promised King, and their Princes stand at the Gates, that 

they may open them when the signal is given of the mighty 

Conqueror’s approach. The holy souls that were liberated from 

Limbo on the morning of the Resurrection are hovering round 

Jerusalem, waiting for the happy moment when Heaven’s gate, 

closed by Adam’s sin, shall be thrown open, and they shall enter 

in company with their Redeemer:—a few hours more, and then to 

Heaven! Meanwhile, our Risen Jesus has to visit his Disciples 

and bid them farewell, for they are to be left, for some years 

longer, in this vale of tears.

They are in the Cenacle, impatiently awaiting his coming. Sud-

denly he appears in their midst. Of the Mother’s joy, who would 

dare to speak? As to the Disciples and the holy Women, they fall 

down and affectionately adore the Master, who has come down 

to take his leave of them. He deigns to sit down to table with 

them; he even condescends to eat with them, not, indeed, to give 

them proof of his Resurrection, for he knows that they have no 

further doubts of the mystery—but now that he is about to sit at 

the right hand of the Father, he would give them this endearing 

mark of familiarity. O admirable repast! in which Mary, for the 

last time in this world, is seated side by side with her Jesus, and 

in which the Church (represented by the Disciples and the holy 

Women) is honored by the visible presidency of her Head and 

Spouse.

What tongue could describe the respect, the recollected mien, the 

attention of the guests? With what love must they not have riv-

eted their eyes on the dear Master? They long to hear him speak; 

his parting words will be so treasured! He does not keep them 

long in suspense; he speaks, but his language is not what they perhaps expected it to be—all affection. He 

begins by reminding them of the incredulity wherewith they heard of his Resurrection. He is going to en-

trust his Apostles with the most sublime mission ever given to man; he would, therefore, prepare them 

for it by humbling them. A few days hence, and they are to be lights of the world; the world must believe 

what they preach, believe it on their word, believe it without having seen, believe what the Apostles 

alone have seen. It is by Faith that man approaches his God: they themselves were once without it, and 

Jesus would have them now express their sorrow for their former incredulity, and thus base their Apos-

tolate on humility.

Then assuming a tone of authority, such as none but a God could take, he says to them: Go ye into the 

whole world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved: 

but he that believeth not, shall be condemned. And how shall they accomplish this mission of preach-

ing the Gospel to the whole world? how shall they persuade men to believe their word? By Miracles. 

And these signs, continues Jesus, shall follow them that believe: in my name, they shall cast out devils; 
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they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they shall drink any deadly thing, 

it shall not hurt them; they shall lay their hands upon the sick, and they shall recover. He would have 

Miracles to be the foundation of his Church, just as he had made them the argument of his own divine 

mission. The suspension of the laws of nature proves to us that it is God who speaks; we must receive 

the word, and humbly believe it.

Here, then, we have men unknown to the world and devoid of every human means, and yet commis-

sioned to conquer the earth and make it acknowledge Jesus as its King! The world ignores their very 

existence. Tiberius, who sits on the imperial throne, trembling at every shadow of conspiracy, little 

suspects that there is being prepared an expedition which is to conquer the Roman Empire. But these 

warriors must have their armor, and the armor must be of heaven’s own tempering. Jesus tells them that 

they are to receive it a few days hence. Stay, says he, in the city, till ye be endued with power from on 

high. But what is this armor? Jesus explains it to them. He reminds them of the Father’s promise, that 

promise, says he, which he has heard by my mouth: for John, indeed, baptized with water; but ye shall 

be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

But the hour of separation is Come. Jesus rises: his blessed Mother, and the hundred and twenty per-

sons assembled there, prepare to follow him. The Cenacle is situated on Mount Sion, which is one of the 

two hills within the walls of Jerusalem. The holy group traverses the city, making for the eastern Gate, 

which opens on the Valley of Josaphat. It is the last time that Jesus walks through the faithless City. 

He is invincible to the eyes of the people who denied him, but visible to his Disciples, and goes before 

them as, heretofore, the pillar of fire led on the Israelites. How beautiful and imposing a sight!—Mary, the 

Disciples, and the holy Women, accompanying Jesus in his Heavenward journey, which is to lead him to 

the right hand of his Eternal Father! It was commemorated in the Middle Ages by a solemn Procession 

before the Mass of Ascension Day. What happy times were those, when Christians took delight in hon-

oring every action of our Redeemer! They could not be satisfied, as we are, with a few vague notions, 

which can produce nothing but an equally vague devotion.

They reflected on the thoughts which Mary must have had during these last moments of her Son’s 

presence. They used to ask themselves, which of the two sentiments were uppermost in her maternal 

heart—sadness, that she was to see her Jesus no more? or joy, that he was now going to enter into the 

glory he so infinitely deserved? The answer was soon found: had not Jesus said to his Disciples: If ye 

loved me, ye would indeed be glad, because I go to the Father? Now, who loved Jesus as Mary did? The 

Mother’s heart, then, was full of joy at parting with him. How was she to think of herself, when there 

was question of the triumph of her Son and her God? Could she that he witnessed the scene of Calva-

ry do less than desire to see Him glorified, whom she knew to be the Sovereign Lord of all things—Him 

whom, but a short time ago, she had seen rejected by his people, blasphemed, and dying the most igno-

minious and cruel of deaths?

The holy group has traversed the Valley of Josaphat; it has crossed the brook Cedron, and is moving 

onwards to Mount Olivet. What recollections would crowd on the mind! This torrent, of which Jesus 

had drunk on the day of his humiliation, is now the path he takes to triumph and glory. The Royal Proph-

et had foretold it. On their left are the Garden and Cave, where he suffered his Agony and accepted the 

bitter Chalice of his Passion. After having come as far as what St. Luke calls the distance of the journey 

allowed to the Jews on a sabbath day, they are close to Bethania, that favored village, where Jesus used 

to accept hospitality at the hands of Lazarus and his two Sisters. This part of Mount Olivet commands 

a view of Jerusalem. The sight of its Temple and Palaces makes the Disciples proud of their earthly city: 

they have forgotten the curse uttered against her; they seem to have forgotten, too, that Jesus has just 

made them citizens and conquerors of the whole world. They begin to dream of the earthly grandeur of 
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Jerusalem and, turning to their Divine Master, they venture to 

ask him this question: Lord, wilt thou, at this time, restore again 

the kingdom to Israel?

Jesus answers them with a tone of severity: It is not for you 

to know the times or moments which the Father hath put in his 

own power. These words do not destroy the hope that Jerusa-

lem is to be restored by the Christian Israel; but as this is not to 

happen till the world is drawing towards its end, there is noth-

ing that requires our Savior’s revealing the secret. What ought to 

be uppermost in the mind of the Disciples is the conversion of 

the pagan world—the establishment of the Church. Jesus reminds 

them of the mission he has just given to them: Ye shall receive, 

says he, the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you; and 

ye shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 

Samaria, and even to the uttermost part of the earth.

According to a tradition, which has been handed down from the 

earliest ages of Christianity, it is mid-day—the same hour that he 

had been raised up, when nailed to his Cross. Giving his Bless-

ed Mother a look of filial affection, and another of fond farewell 

to the rest of the group that stand around him, Jesus raises up 

his hands and blesses them all. While thus blessing them, he is 

raised up from the ground whereon he stands, and ascends into 

heaven. Their eyes follow him, until a cloud comes and receives 

him out of their sight.

Yes, Jesus is gone! The earth has lost her Emmanuel!—For four 

thousand years he had been expected: the Patriarchs and Proph-

ets had desired his coming with all the fervor of their souls: he 

came: his love made him our captive in the chaste womb of the 

Virgin of Nazareth. It was there he first received our adorations. 

Nine months after, the Blessed Mother offered him our joyous 

love in the Stable at Bethlehem. We followed him into Egypt; 

we returned with him; we dwelt with him at Nazareth. When he 

began the three years of his public Life, we kept close to his steps; we delighted in being near him, we 

listened to his preaching and parables, we saw his miracles. The malice of his enemies reached its height, 

and the time came wherein he was to give us the last and grandest proof of the love that had brought 

him from heaven—his dying for us on a Cross; we kept near him as he died, and our souls were purified 

by the Blood that flowed from his Wounds. On the third day, he rose again from his Grave, and we 

stood by exulting in his triumph over Death, for that triumph won for us a like Resurrection. During the 

Forty days he has deigned to spend with us since his Resurrection, our faith has made us cling to him: 

we would fain have kept him with us forever—but the hour is come; he has left us; yes, our dearest Jesus 

is gone! O happy the souls that he had taken from Limbo! they have gone with him, and, for all eternity, 

are to enjoy the heaven of his visible presence.

The Disciples are still steadfastly looking up towards heaven, when lo! two angels, clad in white robes, 

appear to them, saying: Ye men of Galilee! why stand ye looking up to heaven? This Jesus, who is tak-

en up from you into heaven, shall so come as ye have seen him going into heaven! He has ascended, a 
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Savior; he is to return, as Judge—between these two events is comprised the whole life of the Church 

on earth. We are therefore living under the reign of Jesus as our Savior, for he has said: God sent not his 

Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved by him: and to carry out this 

merciful design he has been giving to his Disciples the mission to go throughout the whole world, and 

invite men, while yet there is time, to accept the mystery of Salvation.

What a task is this he imposes on the Apostles! and now that they are to begin their work, he leaves 

them! They return from Mount Olivet, and Jesus is not with them! And yet, they are not sad; they have 

Mary to console them, her unselfish generosity is their model, and well do they learn the lesson.

They love Jesus; they rejoice at the thought of his having entered into his rest. They went back into Jeru-

salem with great joy. These few simple words of the Gospel indicate the spirit of this admirable Feast 

of the Ascension: it is a Festival which, notwithstanding its soft tinge of sadness, is, more than any 

other, expressive of joy and triumph. During its Octave, we will endeavor to describe its mystery and 

magnificence: we would only observe, for the present, that this Solemnity is the completion of the Mys-

tery of our Redemption; that it is one of those which were instituted by the Apostles; and finally, that is 

has impressed a character of sadness on the Thursday of each week—the day already so highly honored 

by the institution of the Eucharist.

We have alluded to the Procession, whereby our Catholic forefathers used, on this Feast, to celebrate 

the journey of Jesus and his Disciples to Mount Olivet. Another custom observed on the Ascension was 

the solemn blessing given to bread and to the new fruits: it was commemorative of the farewell repast 

taken by Jesus in the Cenacle. Let us imitate the piety of the Ages of Faith, when Christians loved to 

honor the very least of our Savior’s actions and, so to speak, make them their own by thus interweaving 

the minutest details of his Life into their own. What earnest reality of love and adoration was given to 

our Jesus in those olden times, when his being Sovereign Lord and Redeemer was the ruling principle of 

both individual and social life! Nowadays, we may follow the principle, as fervently as we please, in the 

privacy of our own consciences or, at most, in our own homes; but publicly, and when we are before 

the World, no! To say nothing of the evil results of this modern limitation of Jesus’ rights as our King—

what could be more sacrilegiously unjust to Him who deserves our whole service, everywhere and at 

all times? The Angels said to the Apostles: This Jesus shall come, as ye have seen him going into heaven: 

happy we if, during his absence, we shall have so unreservedly loved and served him as to be able to 

meet him with confidence when he comes to judge us!

The Liturgical symbol of this Feast is the Paschal Candle. It was first lighted on the night of the Res-

urrection, and was to remind us, by its forty days’ presence, of the time which Jesus spent among his 

Brethren, after he had risen from the Grave. The eyes of the Faithful are fixed upon it, and its light seems 

to be burning brighter, now that we are about to lose it. Let us bless our holy Mother Church, whom the 

Holy Ghost has taught to instruct us and excite us to devotion by so many admirable symbols. Let us 

glorify our Divine Master, who says, speaking of himself: I am the Light of the world.
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The blessing given by our Lord as he ascended into heaven has 

revealed its power in the most distant pagan lands, and during 

these days the liturgical cycle bears witness to a concentration 

of graces upon the west of Europe.

The band of missionaries begged of Pope Eleutherius by the 

British king Lucius has been followed by the apostolate of Au-

gustine. the envoy of Gregory the Great, and today, as though 

impatient to justify the lavish generosity of heaven, England 

brings forward her illustrious son, the Venerable Bede. This 

humble monk, whose whole life was spent in the praise of God. 

sought his divine Master in nature and in history, but above all 

in holy Scripture, which he studied with a loving attention and 

fidelity to tradition. He who was ever a disciple of the ancients. 

takes his place to-day among his masters as a Father and Doctor 

of the Church.

He thus sums up his own life: “I am a priest of the monastery 

of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. I was born on their land, 

and ever since my seventh year I have always lived in their 

house, observing the Rule, singing day by day in their church, 

and making it my delight to learn, to teach or to write. Since I 

was made a priest, I have written commentaries on the holy 

Scripture for myself and my brethren, using the words of our 

venerated Fathers and following their method of interpretation. 

And now, good Jesus, I beseech thee, thou who hast given me in 

thy mercy to drink of the sweetness of thy word. grant me now 

to attain to the source, the fount of wisdom, and to gaze upon 

thee for ever and ever.”

The holy death of the servant of God was one of the most precious lessons he left to his disciples. His 

last sickness lasted fifty days, and he spent them, like the rest of his life, in singing the psalms and in 

teaching. As the Feast of the Ascension drew near, he repeated over and over again with tears of joy the 

Antiphon: “O king of glory, who hast ascended triumphantly above the heavens, leave us not orphans, 

but send us the promise of the Father, the Spirit of truth.” He said to his disciples in the words of St 

Ambrose: “I have not lived in such a sort as to be ashamed to live with you, but I am not afraid to die, 

for we have a good Master.” Then, returning to his translation of the Gospel of St. John and a work, 

which he had begun, on St Isidore, he would say: “I do not wish my disciples to be hindered after my 

death by error nor to lose the fruit of their studies.”

On the Tuesday before the Ascension he grew worse, and it was evident that the end was near. He was 

full of joy and spent the day in dictating and the night in prayers of thanksgiving. The dawn of Wednes-

day morning found him urging his disciples to hurry on their work. At the hour of Terce they left him 

to take part in the procession made on that day with the relics of the saints. One of them, a child who 

stayed with him said: “Dear master. there is but one chapter left; hast thou strength for it?” “It is easy,” 

he answered with a smile; “take thy pen, cut it and write—but make haste.” At the hour of None, he sent 

for the priests of the monastery and gave them little presents, begging them to remember him at the al-

tar. All wept. But he was full of joy, saying: “It is time for me, if it so please my Creator, to return to him 

who made me out of nothing, when as yet I was not. My sweet Judge has well ordered my life, and now 
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the time of dissolution is at hand. I desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ. Yea, my soul longs to 

see Christ my king in his beauty.”

So did he pass this last day. Then came the touching dialogue with Wibert, the child mentioned above. 

“Dear master, there is yet one sentence more.” “Write quickly.” After a moment: “It is finished,” said the 

child. “Thou sayest well,” replied the blessed man. “It is finished. Take my head in thy hands and sup-

port me over against the Oratory, for it is a great joy to me to see myself over against that holy place 

where I have so often prayed.” They had laid him on the floor of his cell. He said: “Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,” and when he had named the Holy Ghost, he yielded up his soul.

The following account of this holy monk is given in the Breviary:

Bede, a priest, was born at Jarrow, on the borders of England and Scotland. At the age of seven he was 

placed under the care of St. Bennet Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, to be educated. He became a monk, and 

so ordered his life that, while devoting himself wholly to the pursuit of learning, he did in no way relax 

the discipline of his Order. There was no branch of learning in which he was not thoroughly versed, but 

his chief care was the study of the Holy Scriptures, and in order to understand them better, he learned 

Greek and Hebrew. At the age of thirty he was ordained priest at the command of his Abbot, and, on the 

advice of Acca, bishop of Hexham, immediately undertook the work of expounding the Sacred Books. In 

his interpretations he adhered to the teachings of the holy Fathers so strictly that he advanced nothing 

which they had not taught. and even made use of their very words. He ever hated sloth, and by habitu-

ally passing from reading to prayer and from prayer to reading. he so maintained the fervour of his soul 

that he was often moved to tears while reading or teaching. He persistently refused the office of Abbot. 

lest his mind should be distracted by the cares of transitory things.

The name of Bede soon became so famous for learning and piety that Pope St Sergius thought of call-

ing him to Rome so that he might help to solve the difficult questions which had then arisen concerning 

sacred things. He wrote many books to reform the lives of the faithful, and to defend and propagate 

the faith. By these he gained such a reputation in all parts that the holy Bishop Boniface. who was later 

martyred. called him a “light of the Church.” Lanfranc styled him the “teacher of the English,” and the 

Council of Aix-Ia-Chapelle “the admirable Doctor.” But as his writings were publicly read in the churches 

during his lifetime. and as it was not yet allowable to call him ‘saint: they named him the “Venerable,” a 

title which has ever remained peculiarly his. The power of his teaching was the greater because it was 

confirmed by holiness of life and the observance of religious discipline. Hence his own earnestness and 

example made his disciples. who were many and distinguished, eminent not only in learning, but also in 

sanctity.

Worn out at length by age and labour, he was seized by a serious illness. Though his sufferings lasted 

more than seven weeks, he ceased not from his prayers and interpretation of the Scripture, for he was 

engaged in translating the Gospel of St John into English for the use of his people. But when, on the eve 

of the Ascension, he perceived that death was near, he asked for the last sacraments of the Church; then 

after he had embraced his companions and was laid on a piece of sackcloth on the ground, he repeated 

the words: “Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,” and fell asleep in the Lord. 

His body, which, as they say, gave forth a very sweet odour, was buried in the monastery of Jarrow, 

and afterwards translated to Durham with the relics of St Cuthbert. Bede, who was already venerated 

as a Doctor by the Benedictines and other religious Orders, was declared by Pope Leo XIII, after consul-

tation with the Sacred Congregation of Rites, to be a Doctor of the universal Church, and the Mass and 

Office of Doctors was ordered to be said by all on his feast.
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Four hundred years had scarcely elapsed since the glorious 

death of Eleutherius, when a second Apostle of Britain ascended 

from this world, and on this same day, to the abode of eternal 

bliss. We cannot but be struck by the fact that the names of our 

two Apostles appear on the Calendar together: it shows us that 

God has his own special reasons in fixing the day for the death 

of each one among us. We have more than once noticed these 

providential coincidences, which form one of the chief charac-

teristics of the Liturgical Cycle. What a beautiful sight is brought 

before us today, of the first, Archbishop of Canterbury, who—af-

ter honoring on this day the saintly memory of the holy Pontiff 

from whom England first received the Gospel, himself ascended 

into heaven, and shared with Eleutherius the eternity of heaven’s 

joy! Who would not acknowledge in this, a pledge of the predi-

lection wherewith heaven has favored this Country, which, after 

centuries of fidelity to the Truth, has now for more than three 

hundred years been an enemy to her own truest glory?

The work begun by Eleutherius had been almost entirely de-

stroyed by the invasion of the Saxons and Angli; so that a new 

Mission, a new preaching of the Gospel, had become a necessi-

ty. It was Rome that again supplied the want. St. Gregory the 

Great was the originator of the great design. Had it been permit-

ted him, he would have taken upon himself the fatigues of this 

Apostolate to our Country. He was deeply impressed with the 

idea that he was to be the spiritual Father of these poor island-

ers, some of whom he had seen exposed in the market-place of 

Rome. that they might be sold as slaves. Not being allowed to 

undertake the work himself, he looked around him for men whom 

he might send as Apostles to our Island. He found them in the 

Benedictine Monastery where he himself had spent several years of his life. There started from Rome 

forty Monks, with Augustine at their head, and they entered England under the standard of the Cross.

The history of St Augustine’s Apostolate in England is of thrilling interest. The landing of the Roman 

Missioners, and their marching through the country, to the chant of the Litany; the willing and almost 

kind welcome given them by king Ethelbert; the influence exercised by his queen Bertha (who was 

French and a Catholic), in the establishment of the Faith among the Saxons; the baptism of ten thou-

sand Neophytes, on Christmas Day, and in the bed of a river; the foundation of the metropolitan See of 

Canterbury, one of the most illustrious Churches of Christendom on account of the holiness and noble 

doings of its Archbishops; all these admirable episodes of England’s conversion are eloquent proofs of 

God’s predilection of our dear Land which even merited to be called, for long ages, the “Island of Saints.” 

But who can help feeling sad at the thought that a Country, favored as ours has been with such graces, 

should have apostatized from the faith?

We subjoin the following Lessons on the Life of our Apostle, taken from an approved Office:

Augustine was a Monk of the Monastery of Saint Andrew, in Rome, where also he discharged the office 

of Prior with much piety and prudence. He was taken from that Monastery by St. Gregory the Great; 

and sent by him, with about forty Monks of the same monastery, into Britain. Thus would Gregory 
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carry out, by his disciples, the conversion of that country to Christ—a project which he at first resolved 

to effect himself. They had not advanced far on their journey, when they became frightened at the diffi-

culty of such an enterprise; but Gregory encouraged them by Letters which he sent to Augustine, whom 

he appointed as their Abbot, and gave him letters of introduction to the kings of the Franks, and to the 

Bishops of Gaul. Whereupon Augustine and his Monks pursued their journey with haste. He visited 

the tomb of St. Martin, at Tours. Having reached the town of Pont-de-Cé, not far from Angers, he was 

badly treated by its inhabitants, and was compelled to spend the night in the open air. Having struck the 

ground with his staff, a fountain miraculously sprang up; and on that spot, a Church was afterwards 

built, and called after his name.

Having procured interpreters from the Franks, he proceeded to England and landed at the Isle of Thanet. 

He entered the Country, carrying, as a standard, a silver Cross, and a painting representing our Savior. 

Thus did he present himself before Ethelbert, the king of Kent, who readily provided the heralds of the 

Gospel with a dwelling in the city of Canterbury, and gave them leave to preach in his kingdom. There 

was, close at hand, an Oratory which had been built in honor of St. Martin, when the Romans had pos-

session of Britain. It was in this Oratory that his queen Bertha (who was a Christian, as being of the 

nation of the Franks) was wont to pray. Augustine, therefore, entered into Canterbury with solemn 

religious ceremony, amidst the chanting of psalms and litanies. He took up his abode for some time near 

to the said Oratory; and there, together with his Monks, led an apostolic life. Such manner of living, 

conjointly with the heavenly doctrine that was preached, and confirmed by many miracles, so reconciled 

the islanders, that many of them were induced to embrace the Christian Faith. The king himself was also 

converted, and Augustine baptized him and a very great number of his people. On one Christmas Day 

he baptized upwards of ten thousand English, in a river at York; and it is related that those among them 

who were suffering any malady, received bodily health, as well as their spiritual regeneration.

Meanwhile, the man of God Augustine received a command from Gregory to go and receive Episcopal 

ordination in Gaul, at the hands of Virgilius, the Bishop of Arles. On his return he established his See at 

Canterbury, in the Church of our Saviour, which he had built, and he kept there some of the Monks to be 

his fellow-laborers. He also built in the suburbs the Monastery of Saint Peter, which was afterwards 

called “Saint Augustine’s.” When Gregory heard of the conversion of the Angli, which was told to him by 

the two Monks Laurence and Peter, whom Augustine had sent to Rome,—he wrote letters of congratula-

tion to Augustine. He gave him power to arrange all that concerned the Church in England, and to wear 

the Pallium. In the same letters he admonished him to be on his guard against priding himself on the mir-

acles which God enabled him to work for the salvation of souls, lest pride should tum them to the injury 

of him that worked them.

Having thus put in order the affairs of the Church in England, Augustine held a Council with the Bishops 

and Doctors of the ancient Britons, who had long been at variance with the Roman Church in the keeping 

of Easter and other rites. And in order to refute, by miracles, these men, whom the Apostolic See had 

often authoritatively admonished, but to no purpose, Augustine, in proof of the truth of his assertions, 

restored sight to a blind man in their presence. But on their refusing to yield even after witnessing the 

miracle, Augustine, with prophetic warning, told them of the punishment that awaited them. At length, 

after having labored so long for Christ, and appointed Laurence as his successor, he took his departure 

for heaven on the seventh of the Calends of June (May 26th) and was buried in the Monastery of Saint 

Peter, which became the burying-place of the Archbishops of Canterbury, and of several Kings. The 

Churches of England honored him with great devotion. They decreed that each year his feast should be 

kept as a holyday, and that his name should be inserted in the Litany, immediately after that of St. Greg-

ory, together with whom Augustine has ever been honored by the English as their Apostle, and as the 

propagator of the Benedictine Order in their Country.
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