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The Monsoon session of Parliament is likely to commence on 
July 19 and conclude on August 13 

The Monsoon session of Parliament usually commences in 
the third week of July and concludes ahead of Independence 
day. 

A recommendation about the duration of the session has 
been made by the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary 
Affairs 



Article 85 

 



How are they Finalised 

 

• decision taken by the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs  

 

• Finalised by the President 

 

• MPs are summoned to meet for a session by the President 

 

 



Calendar of Sessions 

• India does not have a fixed parliamentary calendar 

 

• By convention, Parliament meets for three sessions in a year.  

 

• The longest, the Budget Session, starts towards the end of 
January, and concludes by the end of April or first week of May.  

 

• The session has a recess so that Parliamentary Committees 
can discuss the budgetary proposals. 



• The second session is the three-week Monsoon Session, which 
usually begins in July and finishes in August.  

 

• The parliamentary year ends with a three week-long Winter 
Session, which is held from November to December. 



How were they 
Conceptualized 
A-85 

• The Government of India Act, 1935, contained a 
provision relating to the summoning of the 
legislature in India.  

 

• It specified that the central legislature had to be 
summoned to meet at least once a year, and that 
not more than 12 months could elapse between two 
sessions.  

 

• During the Constituent Assembly debates in 1949, 
Dr B R Ambedkar stated that the idea behind this 
provision was to summon the legislature only to 
collect revenue, and that the once-a-year meeting 
was designed to avoid scrutiny of the government 
by the legislature.  

 

• The Drafting Committee of our Constitution 
improved upon this provision to craft Article 85 

 



Assembly Debates 

• Members of the Constituent Assembly highlighted three issues: (i) 
the number of sessions in a year, (ii) the number of days of sitting 
and, (iii) who should have the power to convene Parliament. 

• Prof K T Shah from Bihar was of the opinion that Parliament 
should sit throughout the year, with breaks in between.  

• Others wanted Parliament to sit for longer durations, and gave 
examples of the British and American legislatures which during 
that time were meeting for more than a hundred days in a year. 

• Prof Shah also wanted the presiding officers of the two Houses to 
be empowered to convene Parliament in certain circumstances. 
These suggestions were not accepted by Dr Ambedkar. 

 



 



Nehru’s Scheme 

• In 1955, Lok Sabha recommended a 
calendar of sittings for each session, the 
cabinet of Jawaharlal Nehru agreed to the 
recommendation, but it was not 
implemented 

https://indianexpress.com/about/jawaharlal-nehru/
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Key Points 
of A-85 

Summoning: calling all members of the 
Parliament to meet.  

The President summons each House of the 
Parliament from time to time. 

The gap between two sessions of the Parliament 
cannot exceed 6 months, which means the 
Parliament meets at least two times in one year. 



Key Points 
of A-85 

Adjournment terminates the sitting of 
the House to meet again at the other 
time.  

Can be for hours, days or weeks.  

Indefinite time/ date fixed for the next 
meeting, it is called Adjournment sine 
die. 



Minimum number of sitting days? 

• No. There is no minimum number of days that Parliament is 
required to meet in a year — in fact, the number of days that 
Parliament meets has reduced over the years.  

 

• During the first two decades of Parliament, Lok Sabha met for 
an average of a little more than 120 days a year. This has come 
down to approximately 70 days in the last decade. This year, 
Parliament has met for 48 days. 

 



• One institutional reason given for this is the reduction in the 
workload of Parliament by its Standing Committees, which, 
since the 1990s, have anchored debates outside the House.  

 

• However, several Committees have recommended that 
Parliament should meet for at least 120 days in a year. 

 



How does it help to have Parliament in session 
throughout the year? 

• There are three main advantages.  

• One, it enables detailed planning of legislative and policy work 
all year round.  

• Second, it negates the need for enacting Ordinances (like the 
Ordinance that was enacted to amend the Bankruptcy Law on 
Thursday).  

• Third, it enables accountability of government functioning by 
Parliament throughout the year. 



Q Consider the following statements: 

1. The president of India can summon a session of Parliament at such 
place as he/she thinks fit. 

2. The Constitution of India provides for three sessions of the 
Parliament in a year, but it is not mandatory to conduct all three 
sessions 

3. There is no minimum number of days that the Parliament is required 
to meet in a year. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

[a) 1 only 

[b) 2 only 

[c) 1 and 3 only 

[d) 2 and 3 only 






